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OUR    LIBRA  RV. 


TO    OUR    READERS. 

>^HE   aims    of  the    Quarterly    Circular,   the    first    number    of 
^^     which  is  now  before  the  reader,  are  twofold.     In  the  first 
place    it   is   intended   as   a   help    to    all   who   use   Our 
Library.     There  are  many  ways  in  which  the  librarian  may  help 
the  reader,  if  only  from  the  fact  that  he  is  in  constant  touch  with 
the  books  on  his  shelves,  and  with  readers  who  have  used  them. 
How  often  does  it  happen  that  readers  having  little  acquaintance 
with  books,  beyond  the  titles  as  given  in  the  catalogue,  seize  upon 
some    book  with    a   promising   title,    only    to    find   its   contents 
disappointing  and  unsatisfactory.      To  assist  them  in  the  choice 
of  useful  or  interesting  books,  manuscript  lists  with   notes  have 
occasionally  been  displayed  on  the  notice  boards,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  these  lists  have  proved  helpful  to  some 
readers.     This  Circular  will  in  future  take  the  place  of  such  lists, 
if  it  prove  acceptable,  and  will,   it  is  hoped,  serve  as  a  useful 
finger-post  to  books  worth  reading. 

In  the  second  place  it  is  proposed  to  utiHze  this  Circular  as 
a  periodical  supplement  to  the  Library.  An  eff"ort  has  been 
made  by  means  of  the  adjustable  list  to  show  to  borrowers  what 
books  have  been  added  since  the  issue  of  the  printed  catalogue  ; 
but  this  is  not  portable,  and  can  only  be  consulted  at  the  Library. 
By  means  of  this  Circular  every  borrower  may  carry  home  with 
him  a  supplement  of  additions  from  time  to  time  for  daily 
reference.  This  cannot  of  course  be  completed  in  one  or  two 
numbers.  A  first  portion  is  here  printed,  and  when  the  whole  of 
the  existing  list  of  additions  is  printed,  lists  will  be  given  in  each 
number  of  the  additions  during  the  quarter. 
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It  is  proverbial  that  first  numbers  do  not  as  a  rule  afford  a 
good  criterion  of  what  is  to  follow.  In  the  case  of  this  circular 
this  is  emphatically  true.  At  present  it  is  an  experiment,  and  is 
offered  to  readers  as  such ;  it  is  for  them  to  say  if  it  shall  be 
continued,  by  purchasing  the  first  number.  If  a  sufficient 
number  are  sold  to  pay  the  cost  of  production,  it  will  be  taken  as 
evidence  that  such  a  periodical  is  needed,  and  the  more  widely  it 
is  taken  up,  the  better  it  will  become.  Any  profit  from  its  sale 
will  be  devoted  to  increasing  the  number  of  pages,  and  every 
effort  will  be  made  to  render  Our  Library  increasingly  useful 
and  interesting. 


The  Free  Lectures  scheme  has  entered  upon  its  eighteenth 
year,  and  the  Programme  for  the  ensuing  season  may  be  obtained 
at  the  Library.  The  opinion  expressed  on  every  hand  is  that 
there  is  no  falling  off  apparent  in  the  provision  made  for  the 
intellectual  recreation  of  those  who  care  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  attending  the  Lectures  ;  but  it  is  already  made 
manifest  that  the  Lecture  Room  is  too  small  to  accommodate  the 
large  numbers  who  wish  to  be  present.  In  order  to  provide  for  as 
large  a  number  of  adults  as  possible,  notice  has  been  issued  that 
young  persons  under  sixteen  cannot  be  admitted. 


How  easy  it  is  to  misread  a  word  even  in  the  larger  type. 
Some  frequenters  of  the  Free  Lectures  expected  the  Lecture  on 
"  Yorkshire  Minsters  "  to  deal  with  ministerial  life  and  work  in 
that  county —  Yorkshire  Ministers^  not  Minsters,  being  their  reading 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Thompson's  title,  "  The  Canyons  of  Southern  France," 
puzzled  some  of  his  audience.  One  gentleman  remarked  that  he 
had  looked  through  his  dictionary,  and  could  not  find  the  word 
"Canyon."  Probably  if  it  had  been  written  canon,  the  original 
Spanish  form  of  the  word,  it  would  have  been  equally  unintelligible 
to  some  of  the  audience. 


Lists  of  recent  additions  to  the  Lending  Library  will  be 
printed  in  each  number  of  "  Our  Library."  In  the  present  issue 
will  be  found,  on  page  12,  a  list  of  works  in  French,  which  form 
a  new  and  already  highly  appreciated  section  of  the  Library. 
But  this  is  merely  the  beginning  of  a  Foreign  Section.  More 
works  will  be  added  from  time  to  time,  and  if  readers  are  found 
for  them,  modern  works  in  other  continental  languages  will  be 
added  to  the  list. 


SOME  AUTOBIOGRAPHIES   AND   REMINISCENCES. 

Books  of  gossip  and  reminiscences  are  always  delightful  when 
the  person  who  gossips  has  played  a  prominent  part  in  the  world 
of  which  he  writes.  One  of  the  more  recent  additions  to  the 
Lending  Library,  Sir  Algernon  West's  Recollections,  is  of  this 
character.  As  private  secretary  to  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  afterwards 
at  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  he  came  in  contact  with 
many  notable  personages,  and  many  good  stories  will  be  found 
scattered  through  the  pages  of  these  two  volumes,  as  well  as  many 
interesting  particulars  relating  to  events  which  have  become  historic. 

Among  other  comparatively  recent  works  of  this  character 
are  the  Reminiscences  of  Justin  McCarthy,  Sir  Walter  Eraser's 
Recollections  of  Napoleon  III,,  G.  W.  E.  Russell's  Collections 
and  Recollections,  Dr.  Joseph  Parker's  Autobiography  ("  A 
Preacher's  Life  "),  Mrs,  Oliphant's  Autobiography,  and  Mrs  Lynn 
Linton's  "  My  Literary  Life."  Among  recent  biographies,  Mr.  T 
Edgar  Pemberton's  Life  of  T.  W.  Robertson,  the  author  of 
"  Caste,"  "  Ours,''  and  "  School,"  and  other  comedies  of  what 
used  to  be  called  the  "cup  and  saucer"  school;  Mr.  Birrell's 
Biographical  Sketch  of  that  universal  favourite.  Sir  Frank 
Lockwood ;  and  Sir  T.  Wemyss  Reid's  Life  of  W.  E.  Gladstone, 
are  full  of  interesting  reminiscences,  and  will  afford  enjoyment 
to  the  general  reader.  Edward  FitzGerald's  Letters,  which  have 
just  been  added  to  the  Lending  Library,  form  a  rich  storehouse 
of  literary  talk,  gossip  and  criticism.  Every  book  lover  will  revel 
in  these  two  volumes,  with  their  glimpses  of  Thackeray,  Carlyle. 
the  Tennysons,  Landor,  and  many  others  famous  in  the  world  of 
letters,  and  cheery  gossip  on  the  people  and  events  of  the  time. 

Is  it  too  late  in  the  day  to  direct  attention  to  the  charming 
volume  of  Literary  Recollections  by  James  Payn  ?  It  may  be  read 
again  and  again  w^ith  increasing  pleasure,  its  sunny  atmosphere 
and  abundant  wealth  of  good  stories  making  it  the  best  of 
companions  for  a  dull  day  or  a  winter's  night.  His  "  Gleams  of 
Memory''  is  a  supplementary  volume  of  equally  pleasant  recollec- 
tions; and  from  these  two  works  it  may  be  gathered  that  many  of 
the  good  stories  told  in  "  High  Spirits,"  "  Glow-Worm  Tales," 
&c  ,  had  their  origin  in  real  life,  and  were,  as  the  old-fashioned 
novelists  used  to  say,  "  founded  on  fact." 


SOME  RECENT  BOOKS  ON  SODTH  AFRICA. 

On  the  Eve  of  the  War,  by  Evelyn  Cecil,  M.P. 

Ian  Hamilton's  March,  by  Winston  S.  Churchill. 

London  to  Ladysmith  via  Pretoria,  by  Winston  S.  Churchill. 

The  War  in  South  Africa:  its  causes  and  effects,  by  J.  A.  Hobson. 

The  Transvaal  from  Within,  by  J.  A.  Fitzpatrick. 

From  Capetown  to  Ladysmith  (during  the  War),  by  G.  W.  Steevens. 

The  Story  of  South  Africa,  by  W.  B.  Worsfold. 


NOTES    FOR  THE    NOVEL=READER. 

The  Kin^s  Mirror^  by  Anthony  Hope,  which  is  declared  by 
the  consensus  of  opinion  to  be  the  best  book  Anthony  Hope  has 
given  us,  is  an  artistic  piece  of  work,  showing  at  its  best  that  chiv- 
alrous distinction  of  manner  which  proved  so  attractive  in  "  The 
Prisoner  of  Zenda."  It  will  remind  the  reader  of  Thackeray  of 
"  Esmond,"  by  its  introspective  character,  although  its  chief  char- 
acter. King  Augustin  of  Forstad,  lives  in  the  end  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  and  amid  the  intrigues  of  the  court  of  a  petty  German 
state.  

The  Countess  Tekla^  by  Robert  Barr,  is  a  clever  romance  of  the 
Holy  Roman  Empire  at  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Rudolf  I.  (of 
Austria).  The  story  of  the  Emperor's  journey  to  Treves,  disguised 
in  order  that  he  might  see  for  himself  how  the  Archbishop  of 
Treves  exercised  his  overlordship,  is  full  of  stirring  adventures, 
and  the  book  is  written  with  that  charm  of  style  which  character- 
ises Robert  Barr's  novels  of  contemporary  life  and  manners. 


Jenny  Baxter,  Journalist^  is  another  work  by  the  same  writer, 
recently  added  to  the  Library.  It  is  written  on  the  plan  of  com- 
plete instalments  which  the  popular  magazines  have  brought  into 
vogue,  and  is  a  bright,  readable  series  of  stories  telling  how  the 
heroine  contrived  to  play  the  part  of  detective  as  well  as  journalist. 


Several  clever  "  schoolboy "  books,  have  appeared  of  late 
which  must  have  puzzled  many  librarians  to  classify.  Obviously 
they  are  acceptable  to  boys,  who  like  all  schoolboy  tales,  yet  they 
possess  qualities  which  will  appeal  to  the  adult  reader  also. 
Stalky  6^  O.,  by  Rudyard  Kiphng,  is  predestined  to  be  the  delight 
of  children  of  a  larger  growth,  and  the  humour  of  Eden  Philpott's 
The  Human  Boy\  will  also  be  enjoyed  by  those  who  have  long 
ceased  to  take  out  books  from  "  Class  F."  Those  who  enjoy 
clever  delineation  of  boy-character  may  also  be  recommended  to 
take  out  A  Chronicle  of  Small  Beer,  by  John  Reid,  which  has 
undeservedly  remained  on  the  shelf  a  good  deal  since  it  was  added 
to  the  Library.  It  is  a  book  full  of  keen  insight  into  "  the  human 
boy,"  as  is  also  specially  the  case  with  Eden  Philpott's  book,  and 
all  who  enjoy  quiet  humour  of  the  'pawky'  order  will  read  it  with 
a  keen  relish.  Just  now  the  literary  atmosphere  is,  so  to  speak, 
surcharged  with  "  boy,"  and  every  reader  of  Crockett  will 
enjoy  Kit  Kennedy,  a  study  of  the  genus  boy  found  north  of 
the  Tweed.  In  this  connection  mention  might  also  be  made  of  The 
Minister  of  State,  by  J.  A.  Stuart,  which  tells  the  story  of  a 
Scottish  herd-laddie  who  rose  step  by  step  to  a  high  position ;  but 


the  great  charm  of  the  book  Hes  in  the  earHer  chapters,  which  tell 
of  the  boy's  Hie  on  the  farm  and  at  school. 


The  great  demand  for  A  Double  Thread  bespeaks  a  hearty 
welcome  for  Miss  Ellen  Thorneycroft  Fowler's  new  novel,  The 
Farringdons,  which  has  recently  been  added  to  the  Library.  The 
scene  is  laid  in  the  Black  Country  of  the  author's  native  Stafford- 
shire, among  the  simple  and  rugged  Methodist  folk,  whose  talk  is 
as  accurately  reproduced  as  was  the  brilliant  society  talk  in  A 
Double  Thread.  

In  Mr.  Max  Pemberton's  Teo,  (which  is  also  among  the 
recent  additions),  we  have  one  of  the  royal  personages  who  have 
been  the  favourite  heroes  of  romance  lately,  a  prince  of  the  House 
of  Hapiburg.  The  story  of  his  courtship  of  the  poor  opera  singer 
is  full  of  exciting  moments,  and  contains  some  excellent  pourtrayal 
of  characters.  The  scene  is  laid  partly  in  London  and  partly  in 
Paris  and  its  environs.  

A  Gay  Conspiracy^  Robert  W.  Chambers'  new  story,  is  a 
bright  and  clever  love  story,  woven  about  a  conspiracy  touching 
the  autonomy  of  the  little  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxembourg.  Such 
"high  personages  of  state  "  as  "  William  the  Sudden"  and  the 
little  Queen  of  Holland  cross  the  pages  of  the  novel,  and  we  are 
led  to  wonder,  now  and  then,  whether  we  are  reading  mere  fiction 
or  pages  from  the  Court  Newsman,  but  the  quaint  incidents  of  the 
little  insurrection  with  which  the  book  (almost)  closes  bring  us 
back  to  the  land  of  romance,  not  to  say  of  comic  opera. 

Readers  who  can  enjoy  books  in  the  Lancashire  dialect 
cannot  fail  to  be  interested  in  the  shrewd  sayings  and  quaint 
humours  of  the  Lancashire  folk  introduced  in  the  "  Clog  Shop  '' 
series  of  John  Ackworth.  The  clog  shop  is  the  meeting  ground 
of  a  group  of  old-fashioned  people,  the  leading  lights  of  the 
Beckside  Methodist  Chapel,  and  the  stories  told  in  these  volumes 
are  among  the  best  of  the  "idylls"  now  in  favour.  Clog  Shop 
Chronicles  is  the  first  of  the  series,  followed  by  Scowcroft  Critics^ 
Beckside  Lights^  and  Doxie  Dent. 

For  many  years  the  answer  to  all  demands  for  "  Rhoda 
Broughton's  books"  has  been,  "  they  are  not  in  the  Library." 
This  is  no  longer  the  case,  and  readers  of  Rhoda  Broughton  may 
now  take  their  choice  of  all  her  novels. 


Mr.  Crockett  has  been  almost  as  busy  of  late  as  Guy 
Boothby ;  indeed  his  output  of  novels  during  the  last  twelve 
months  has  exceeded  that  of  the  fertile  inventor  of  Dr.  Nikola. 


Of  the  six  books  by  Crockett  added  since  the  printing  of  the 
catalogue  Kit  Kennedy  and  Litile  Anfia  Mark  will  doubtless  be 
accounted  the  best. 


The  Boer  War  has  called  forth  several  works  of  fiction. 
Bertram  Mitford's  Aletta :  a  Tale  of  the  Boer  Invasion^  and 
Ernest  Glanville's  Despatch  Rider  deal  with  the  earlier  episodes 
of  the  present  war,  while  J.  Maclaren  Cobban's  Cease  Fire  I  deals 
with  the  war  of  1880.  Rider  Haggard's  Jess  should  also  be  read 
in  this  connection,  as  it  is  held  to  present  a  fair  picture  of  life  in 
the  Transvaal  at  the  time  of  the  former  war.  The  Firm  of 
Girdlestone^  by  Conan  Doyle,  also  depicts  life  in  South  Africa, 
chiefly  at  the  diamond  fields.  The  other  side  of  the  question  is 
presented  in  Miss  Olive  Schreiner's  Story  of  an  African  Farm  and 
Trooper  Peter  Halketl. 


The  recent  Zionist  Conference  brought  into  prominence  the 
newest  of  the  "  romances  of  high  politics  "  of  Sydney  C.  Grier, 
Kinos  of  the  East^  which  while  dealing  with  the  colonization  of 
Palestine,  is  also  a  sequel  to  A  Croivued  Queen^  and  carries  on 
the  story  of  Queen  Ernestine  and  Cyril  Mortimer. 


RUSKIH  IN  THE  LENDING  LIBRARY. 


Borrowers  from  the  Library  who  are  students  of  Ruskin 
will  be  glad  to  know  that  complete  editions  of  Modern 
Painters  and  Fors  Clavigera  have  been  added  to  the  Lending 
Library.  Of  course  it  is  the  smaller  edition  which  has  been 
chosen  for  this  purpose.  The  first  edition  of  the  Modern  Painters, 
wuh  all  its  exquisite  engravings  in  their  pristine  condition,  cost 
the  Library  Committee  ^30,  and  is  therefore  hardly  a  book  for 
the  Lending  Department.  But  the  smaller  edition  is  not  merely 
quite  as  complete  as  to  text,  but  also  has  reduced  copies  of  all 
the  plates,  so  that  the  reader  may  lose  nothing  which  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  understanding  of  the  work ;  and  if  he  cares  to  see 
the  original  plates  in  their  full  size,  he  has  only  to  apply  at  the 
Reference  Library  counter. 

Peter  Bayne,  referring  more  especially  to  Modern  Painters, 
says  of  its  author:  "A  man  gifted  with  pre-eminent  sensibility  to 
nature's  beauty,  with  pre-eminent  ability  to  perceive  nature's  truth, 


lends  a  voice  to  the  hills,  and  adds  a  music  to  the  streams ;  he 
looks  on  the  sea,  and  it  becomes  more  calmly  beautiful ;  on  the 
clouds  and  they  become  more  radiantly  touched ;  he  becomes  a 
priest  of  the  mysteries,  a  dispenser  of  the  charities  of  nature  ;  and 
men  call  him  poet.  Ruskin  stands  among  a  select  and  honoured 
few  who  have  thus  interpreted  nature's  meaning  and  conveyed  her 

bounty  to  mankind Long  and  constantly  as  I  have 

read  his  works,  I  should  have  difficulty  in  saying  whether  it  is  in 
describing  clouds,  or  hills,  or  rivers,  or  trees,  or  waves,  that  he  is 
most  successful.  His  eloquence,  perhaps,  reaches  its  climax  in 
the  description  of  mountains,  '  their  gates  of  rock,  pavements  of 
cloud,  choirs  of  stream  and  stone,  altars  of  snow,  and  vaults  of 
purple  traversed  by  the  continual  stars.'" 

Fors  Clavigera  is  regarded  by  Mr.  E.  T.  Cook  (a  disciple  of 
Ruskin  who  has  written  an  admirable  summary  of  his  teaching,  in 
Studies  in  Ruskin^  823L)  as  the  summing  up  of  "the  Gospel 
according  to  Ruskin,''  in  which  the  master  showed  the  relation  of 
"the  gracious  laws  of  beauty  and  labour"  to  each  other,  "by 
declaring,  first,  what  is  visibly  salutary — namely,  that  children 
should  have  enough  to  eat,  and  their  skins  be  washed  clean ;  and, 
secondly,  what  is  invisibly  salutary — namely,  that  in  admiration  is 
the  chief  joy  and  power  of  life  :  admiration  for  all  that  is  gracious 
among  the  living,  great  among  the  dead,  and  marvellous  in  the 
Powers  that  cannot  die."  And  further,  there  is  concentrated  in 
these  letters  to  workmen  and  labourers,  "an  imperious  call  to  all 
men  who  believe  the  Gospel  to  purge  their  consciences  from  all 
dead  works,  and  join  together  in  helping  their  fellow-men." 

The  issue  of  the  new  and  more  complete  edition  of  the  notes 
on  Giotto  and  his  ivorks  in  Fadua,  one  of  the  scarcer  and  less 
known  of  Ruskin's  works,  has  enabled  the  Library  Committee  to 
place  this  among  the  books  issued  for  home  reading.  The  Art 
and  Fleasures  of  England^  two  series  of  Ruskin's  Oxford  Lectures, 
have  also  been  placed  in  the  Lending  Library.  To  the  Reference 
Library  have  been  added  the  third  volume  of  Frceterita^  and  the 
three  volumes  of  Ruskin's  miscellaneous  pamphlets  and  papers, 
entitled  On  the  Old  Road. 

More  recently  the  Life  of  Ruskin^  by  W.  G.  Collingwood,  has 
been  added  to  the  Lending  Library,  also  two  important  works  on 
Ruskin's  teaching,  viz.  :  The  Frinciples  of  Art  according  to  Ruskin, 
as  illnstraied  by  Examples  in  the  Ruskin  Museum,  by  W.  White ; 
^ndi  John  Ruskin^  Social  Rejormer,  by  J.  A.  Hobson. 


"CLASS  L,  MISCELLANEOUS." 


"  Miscellaneous  Literature."  What  is  it  ?  To  the -librarian  it 
is  the  limbo  of  unclassable  books.  To  the  uninitiated  the  phrase 
may  seem  too  vague  to  attract  attention,  and  the  leaf  is  turned  to 
a  class  having  a  self-explanatory,  matter-of-fact  heading  indicating 
what  may  be  found  therein. 

He  who  has  never  leisurely  browsed  among  the  pleasant 
pastures  of  this  class,  will  find  that  its  contents  are  of  as  hetero- 
geneous a  nature  as  the  title  indicates.  Surely  this  section  should 
appeal  to  every  reader  of  taste  ?  No  writer  here  is  fettered  by  the 
bonds  that  restrain  the  worker  in  less  restricted  spheres.  Fancy 
plays  as  important  a  part  as  it  sustains  in  the  painted  halls  of 
romance,  and  no  subject  seems  to  escape  the  facile  pen  of  the 
ubiquitous  essayist.  To  a  general  reader  there  is  probably  no 
more  fascinating  section  of  the  Library,  for  almost  every  depart- 
ment of  knowledge  is  represented  here,  shorn  of  the  technicalities 
that  obtain  in  the  more  scientific  work.  Richard  Jefferies'  books 
on  country  life  are  examples  of  this  method  of  treatment. 

For  those  who  seek  it  there  is  plenty  of  food  for  earnest  and 
absorbing  thought.  Here  are  gathered  together  the  collected 
works  of  distinguished  philosophical  thinkers.  Such  names  as 
Carlyle,  Ruskin,  Macaulay,  Froude,  De  Quincey,  and  others 
equally  well  known,  mcite  a  pardonable  pride  as  one  recollects 
the  men  who  have  made  famous  our  English. tongue. 

It  would,  however,  be  a  work  of  supererogation  to  deal  with 
the  stars  of  the  first  magnitude,  although,  in  passing,  one  might 
call  attention  to  the  work  of  Thomas  De  Quincey.  His  sixteen 
volumes  are  full  of  good  things.  As  a  sustained  effort  in  the  style 
known  as  "impassioned  prose"  writing,  the  Confessions  0/ an 
English  Opiufn  Eater  (119L)  is  without  parallel,  and  as  a 
confession,  unique  in  English  literature.  This  gem  of  poetical 
and  theoretical  prose  cannot  fail  to  interest  anyone  who  knows  the 
work,  say  of  John  Ruskin,  or  the  finer  passages  of  Carlyle  in 
Sartor  Resartus  (91L).  Another  book  of  his,  The  English  Mail- 
Coach{i22\^),  which  contains  many  other  interesting  articles  beside 
that  which  gives  its  title  to  the  volume,  deserves  more  attention  than 
it  at  present  gets  at  the  hands  of  our  readers.  There  is  an  episode 
of  considerable  local  interest  in  this  sketch  of  the  mode  of 
travelling  of  two  generations  ago — the  story  of  a  race  between 
the  Royal  Mail-Coach  and  a  "  Tallyho,"  or  "  Highflyer,"  from 
"  false,  fleeting,  perjured  Brummagem  !  " 

The  readers  of  novels  must  sometimes  feel  a  curiosity  in  the 
personality  of  those  who  amuse  their  leisure  hours.  In  the 
'•  Miscellaneous  "  class  will  be  found  a  great  deal  of  matter  known 
as  "  ana,"  which  will  serve  to  gratify  this  curiosity.      Many  who 


have  cause  to  be  grateful  to  James  Payn  will  be  interested  in  his 
Gleams  of  Memory  (845L)  and  Literary  Recollections  (741L),  and 
admirers  of  David  Christie  Murray  will  turn  with  pleasure  to  his 
Novelists^  Notebook  (770L)  and  My  Contemporaries  in  I'iction 
(95 3L).  Such  books  as  these,  and  My  First  Book,  edited  by 
J.  K.  Jerome  (999 L),  give  us  glimpses  into  the  workshops  of  our 
favourite  story-tellers.  In  the  last-named  book,  James  Payn, 
Clark  Russell,  Conan  Doyle,  Rudyard  Kipling,  and  other  popular 
writers,  tell  in  their  own  words  the  story  of  their  early  struggles 
and  successes. 

There  is  a  large  class  of  literature  to  be  found  in  Class  L 
which  must  appeal  to  the  lover  of  books ;  in  the  essays  and  table- 
talk  which  form  the  chief  work  of  men  like  Charles  Lamb,  Hazlitt, 
Sydney  Smith,  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  and  the  occasional  volumes 
of  a  like  character  thrown  off  in  the  intervals  of  other  literary 
work,  such  as  Thackeray's  Roundabout  Facers  (1540E),  Lever's 
Cor?ielius  O'Dowd  Papers  (27  rL),  Lord  Lytton's  Caxtonia  (269L), 
Stevenson's  Virginibus  Fue^-esque  {Z\\L),  2CCi6.  similar  works.  To 
spend  an  afternoon  in  pleasant  gossip  with  Thackeray,  or  Lamb, 
or  Stevenson,  in  such  books  as  these,  or  with  Barrie  in  his 
whimsical  Lady  Nicotine  (815L),  is  to  realise  to  the  full  the  joys 
of  desultory  reading.  These  are  only  a  few  out  of  many  good 
things  in  Class  L,  which  as  the  catalogue  heading  sets  forth, 
includes  Anecdotes  and  ana,  Adventures,  Belles  Lettres,  Books 
about  Books,  Books  of  Humour,  Curiosities,  General  Information, 
Collected  Works  of  Standard  Authors,  Essays,  Works  on  Literature 
and  Language,  Folk-Lore,  etc.;  and  in  tha  "etc."  it  may  be 
mentioned  is  included  a  large  body  of  information  respecting  the 
annals  of  the  Stage,  many  volumes  of  interesting  reminiscences, 
and  what  else  the  catalogue  must  be  left  to  enumerate. 


A  GOSSIP  WITH  THE  JUVENILES  ABOUT  THE  BOOKS 
THEY  READ, 


I 


Seeing  that  juvenile  borrowers  form  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  numbers  who  use  the  Library,  it  is  only  fair  that  they 
should  have  their  share  of  attention  in  "  Our  Library."     It  isn't 

easy  to  gossip  with  the  young  folks — or  with  older  folk  either 

across  the  counter,  but  I  have  often  felt  tempted  to  interpose  with 
a  word  of  advice  when  a  youngster,  whose  knowledge  of  books  is 
expressed  in  the  list  of  Fenn  and  Henty  and  one  or  two  other 
popular  authors,  has  failed  to  get  a  book  to  his  liking.  This  is 
bad  both  for  him  and  for  the  Library,  for  if  he  doesn't  get  books 
he  cares  for,  he  will  cease  to  use  the  Library,  and  there  will  be 


one  borrower  the  less  on  our  books.  I  want,  in  tliis  column,  to 
offer  a  few  hints  from  time  to  time  as  to  books  which  boys  would 
read  with  pleasure  if  they  knew  about  them.  Some  boys  know 
the  Library  well,  and  I  expect  many  of  these  notes  will  be 
"  chestnuts "  to  them  ;  but  I  am  writing  for  those  who  don't 
happen  to  know— perhaps  because  they  have  not  a  chum  among 
the  knowing  ones — for  I  am  glad  to  find  a  good  many  take  to 
heart  the  advice  in  the  catalogue,  "  don't  fail  to  tell  your  com- 
panions when  you  get  a  first-rate  book." 

In  my  time  I  have  read  a  good  many  books — I  have  been 
reading  boys'  books  for  a  good  deal  more  than  thirty  years— but 
some  of  the  boys'  books  which  were  popular  thirty  years  ago  are 
not  so  well  known  to  day.  Mayne  Reid  is  being  left  behind  by 
the  newer  authors,  but  the  Ocean  Waifs  (380E)  is  just  as  interest- 
ing to-day  as  it  was  when  it  appeared  in  a  boys'  journal  in  1864. 
Have  you  read  it  ?  Another  old  favourite  was  Ballantyne's  Co7'al 
Island  (196F).  Mr.  J.  M.  Barrie,  in  an  article  on  Boys'  Books 
some  time  ago,  gave  as  his  opinion  that  this  was  the  best  of 
Ballantyne's,  and  he  is  a  good  judge  of  a  story. 

But  let  us  turn  away  from  Class  F  (which  I  suppo-e  you 
know  very  well)  to  Class  E.  I  wonder  how  many  boys  have  read 
John  Halifax^  Gentleman,  by  Mrs.  Craik?  (1157,  1158,  and 
2064E).  It  is  a  book  any  boy  over  the  age  of  fourteen  could  read 
and  enjoy.  It  tells  of  the  career  of  a  poor  lad,  from  boyhood  to 
age,  and  it  has  in  it  a  number  of  interesting  incidents  which 
happened  when  the  seventeen  hundreds  were  just  turning  into 
eighteens,  as  the  eighteen  has  just  turned  into  nineteen  hundred. 
A  few  weeks  ago  I  went  over  the  places  referred  to  in  the  book, 
and  the  pleasant  memories  of  my  first  reading  of  it  came  upon  me 
afresh,  so  that  I  am  going  to  read  it  again,  for  the  fourth  time. 

I  suppose  you  would  look  upon  Mrs.  Wood's  well-known 
book.  The  Chatinings  (90  F),  as  fit  only  for  ladies.  I  am  sorry 
for  you  if  you  can't  enjoy  it  yourselves.  It  is  a  capital  story  of 
boy-life,  and  I  think  if  you  try  it  you  will  like  it.  There  is  one 
copy  of  this  in  Class  F,  as  you  will  see  by  your  catalogue.  Frank 
Fairleioh,  by  F.  E.  Smedley  (1879E),  is  a  rollicking  sort  of  school 
and  college  story  which  was  written  for  grown-up  readers,  but  I 
think  any  of  the  older  boys  will  thoroughly  enjoy  it  too. 

Many  boys  know  some  of  the  writings  of  Conan  Doyle,  but  I 
should  like  to  mention  in  passing  his  Micah  Clark  (2739E)  and 
The  White  Company  (3182E)  as  first-rate  examples  of  historical 
romances  suitable  for  boy  readers.  The  same  is  true  of  Weyman's 
books  (which  I  expect  you  know  very  well),  and  also  of  S.  R. 
Keightley's,  which  are  hardly  so  well  known.  The  Cavaliers,  The 
C?'inison  Sis^n  (a  tale  of  the  siege  of  Londonderry),  and  The  Silver 
Cz-^^j- (a  tale  of  France  in  the  i6tli  century),  are  all  thoroughly 
interesting  and  enjoyable  books.  They  are  numbered  respectively, 
3691,3693,  and  3694E. 


II 

Arthur  Paterson  is  another  writer,  whose  books  are  in  Class  E, 
but  are  almost  all  of  them  sure  to  be  prime  favourites  with  boys, 
A  Ma?i  of  his  IVord  (264SE),  Jhe  Better  Man  (2950E),  A  Partner 
from  the  West  (295  lE),  A  Son  of  the  Plains  (295 2 E),  and  A 
Dati^hter  of  the  Nez  Perces  (3895 E)  are  all  stories  of  the  Wild 
West,  but  CromwelVs  Oivn\{ii^2)^^)  and  Ihe  Gospel  writ  in  Steel 
(3897E)  (a  story  of  the  American  War  of  secession)  are  equally 
interesting;.  And,  as  mentioning  the  American  War,  let  me  also 
recommend  Stoneivall's  Scout,  by  R.  H.  Horsley  (3813),  which  I 
think  boys  will  enjoy.  Probably  Clive  Phillips  Wolley's  Snap :  a 
Legend  of  Lone  Mountain  (3161E)  is  well  known  to  boys.  This 
writer  has  just  issued  another  book  well  worth  reading  :  The 
Chicamon  Stone  (3857E),  a  story  of  the  Klondyke  region. 

1  can  imagine,  however,  that  someone  will  be  blaming  me  for 
devoting  so  much  of  this  gossip  to  mere  fiction.  Boys — and  girls 
too — ought  now  and  then  to  try  a  little  reading  of  a  more  serious 
character,  or  they  will  lose  all  taste  for  matters  of  fact,  and  be 
only  capable  of  reading  stories.  I  will  fulfil  my  duty  then,  as  far 
as  this  number  is  concerned,  by  referring  to  about  half  a  dozen 
books  which,  although  they  belong  to  what  we  call  "  the  heavier 
classes,"  are  capable  of  affording  the  keenest  enjoyment  to  the 
older  scholars  and  the  boys  who  are  just  leaving  school  for  the 
business  of  life. 

Most  of  you  have  heard  of  Fridtjof  Nansen's  brave  enterprise 
and  daring  adventures  in  his  search  for  the  North  Pole,  but  ioyR,  I 
fear,  have  read  the  charming  story  he  tells  in  his  two  big  volumes, 
The  Farthest  North  (i  131B).  Take  them  out  of  the  Library  one 
volume  at  a  time,  use  them  carefully,  and  read  for  yourselves 
Nansen's  fascinating  story.  His  meeting  with  Jackson,  on  the  vast 
expanse  of  ice,  is  even  more  wonderful  than  Stanley's  meeting 
with  Livingstone. 

Another  big  book  of  travel  and  adventure  is  Mr.  Savage- 
Landor's  In  the  Forbidden  Land  (1133B),  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  narratives  of  real  adventure  ever  written. 

Then,  when  you  want  another  dip  into  fact  as  a  change  from 
story  books,  read  Southey's  Life  of  Nelson  (625 F),  or  the  Life  of 
Lord  Roberts  (1235B).  Archie  Forbes's  Life  of  "  Chinese 
Gordon  "  (639B)  is  also  very  readable.  And,  if  you  are  fond  of 
reading  of  battles,  try  that  splendid  volume  by  W.  H.  Fitchett, 
Deeds  that  Won  the  Empire  (1158B),  or  his  other  equally  interest- 
ing volume,  Fights  for  the  Flag  (1159B).  If  you  like  travels,  turn 
back  to  the  books  by  Livingstone  (237  and  238B)  and  Stanley's 
Ho2i>  I  found  Livingstone,  (235 B),  or  read  that  almost  forgotten 
but  always  delightful  story  of  adventure  by  John  Macgregor,  1000 
Miles  in  the  Rob  Roy  Ca?ioe  (241 B). 

These  will  keep  you  going  as  intervals  between  other  story- 
books until  January,  when  I  hope  to  talk  to  you  again  about  the 
books  you  and  I  read,  in  the  second  number  of  "  Our  Library." 
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OUR    LIBRARY. 


No.  2.  APRIL.  T901, 


CHE  second  issue  of  Our  Library  is  late.  Some  mis- 
givings have  arisen  in  the  minds  of  the  projectors, 
owing  to  the  comparatively  small  number  of  borrowers 
— out  of  a  total  of  over  three  thousand — who  purchased  the  first 
number.  If  this  publication,  by  the  aid  of  advertisements, 
could  be  distributed  freely,  we  should  need  three  thousand 
copies  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  our  readers.  But  surely  it 
should  not  need  such  a.  sacrifice  of  energy  (in  the  procuring  of 
sufficient  advertisements  to  cover  the  cost  of  production)  to 
ensure  an  existence  for  what  many  readers  have  described  as 
"  a  long-felt  want."  That  which  costs  nothing  is  generally 
little  prized;  and  if  Our  Library  is  acceptable  to  readers,  it 
ought  to  find  at  least  a  thousand  purchasers  at  one  penny. 
Such  a  return  would  enable  us  to  increase  the  number  of 
pages,  and  to  give  more  useful  notes  to  readers  of  all  classes. 
Will  every  reader  try  to  induce  one  other  to  take  No.  2,  and 
so  afford  help  and  encouragement  to  the  editor  to  continue 
the  work? 

In  further  fulfilment  of  the  promise  made  in  the  first 
number  to  print  formal  lists  of  books  recently  added,  the  first 
portion  of  the  supplement  of  books  in  Class  E  will  be  found 
on  pages  22-4.  This  will  be  continued  in  our  succeeding 
numbers,  and  lists  of  other  classes  will  also  appear  in  due 
course. 


FIFTEENTH  CENTURY  BOOK  PRODUCTION. 

As    Represented    in    the    Reference     Library. 

Twenty  years  ago  the  Aston  Manor  Public  Library 
became  the  possessor  of  an  unusually  interesting  illuminated 
manuscript  Book  of  Hours — interesting  not  merely  from  the 
beauty  of  the  miniatures  and  the  decorated  borders,  but  from 
the  fact  that  it  has  the  rare  distinction  of  the  artist's 
signature  attached  to  the  miniatures.  This  manuscript  is  very 
minutely  described  in  Bradley's  Dictionary  of  Miniaturists. 
The  author  of  that  work,  who  visited  the  Library  and  made 
a  careful  examination  of  the  volume,  judsfed  it  to  have  been 
executed  for  a  convent  of  nuns,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Maestricht,  the  artist  of  the  miniatures  and  other  adornments 
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being  Niklas  or  Claes  Spierinck.  The  borders  consist  of  the 
usual  style  of  foliages  common  to  Hainhault  and  the  Valley 
of  the  Meuse,  "  heavy,  but  well-drawn  soft  acanthus  in  grey  or 
brown,  with  the  common  flowers,  rose,  violet,  daisy,  etc." 
There  are  six  full-page  miniatures,  representing:  (1)  The 
Annunciation ;  (2)  the  Tiburtine  Sibyl  and  the  Emperor 
Augustus,  illustrating  the  legend  that  when  Augustus 
enquired  of  the  Sibyl  what  great  event  was  then  happening  in 
the  world,  she  caused  a  representation  of  the  Virgin  and  the 
infant  Christ  to  appear  in  the  sky ;  (3)  the  celebration  of  the 
Mass,  with  representation  of  the  risen  Christ  above  the  altar, 
and  the  various  emblems  of  the  Passion  on  one  wall  (the 
cross,  the  nails,  the  flagellum,  etc.) :  the  celebrants  include  a 
Pope,  a  Bishop,  and  (apparently)  two  Cardinals,  and  the 
vestments  are  finely  depicted;  (4)  the  Last  Judgment;  (5)  the 
Crucifixion,  a  very  beautiful  miniature,  with  distant  land- 
scape, the  Virgin  and  St.  John  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross ; 
(6)  Monks  singing  a  requiem  mass,  with  nuns  as  watchers 
around  the  bier. 

The  binding  of  this  manuscript  is  well  worth  studying. 
It  may  be  pronounced  with  almost  certainty  to  be  the  original 
cover.  The  boards  are  of  stout  oak,  and  are  covered  with 
embossed  leather,  on  one  side  representing  the  resurrection 
and  the  emblems  of  the  Passion,  agreeing  mainly  with  the 
third  miniature  in  the  book ;  on  the  other  side  a  curious 
series  of  small  representations  of  the  signs  of  the  Zodiac ;  and 
round  both  are  Latin  inscriptions. 

A  few  weeks  ago  the  Free  Library  Committee  secured  a 
very  worthy  companion  volume  to  this  fifteenth  century 
manuscript  in  a  fine  example  of  fifteenth  century  printing — a 
copy  of  the  Bible  in  Latin,  the  version  known  as  the  Vulgate, 
from  which  most  of  the  early  English  translations  of  the 
Scriptures  were  made.  It  was  printed  at  Venice  in  1494, 
about  forty  years  after  the  appearance  of  the  first  book 
printed  with  movable  types,  and  just  twenty  years  after 
the  first  book  printed  in  England  by  William  Caxton.  It  is 
printed  in  fine,  rather  small,  black  letter,  on  paper  that  looks 
almost  like  vellum,  and  is  so  complete  that  it  wants  only  a 
single  leaf,  and  that  a  blank.  In  books  of  this  period  the 
place  of  title  page  is  occupied  by  a  leaf  with  one  line  of  brief 
title  printed  across  it,  the  fuller  title  being  printed  at  the  end 
of  the  book,  in  what  is  called  the  Colophon,  and  there  follows 
usually  a  "  Printer's  Mark  "  or  device.  In  this  instance  the 
brief  title  on  the  first  page  is  :  "  Biblia  Cvm  Tabvla  Noviter 
Edita."  Then  follows  the  Table,  of  11  pages,  and  a  more 
copious  index  of  fifteen  pages,  and  after  that  the  ''Prologus 
in  Bibliam."  The  book  consists  of  456  leaves,  ?.e.,  over 
900  pages.     The  colophon  contains  the  device  of  the  printer. 
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Simon  Bevilaqua,  which  consists  of  a  tree  trunk,  with  two 
bare  branches  twisted,  a  shield  emblazoned  with  a  crown 
being  hung  on  each  branch.  Around  the  trunk  is  entwined 
a  scroll  bearing  the  name,  Simon  Bivilaqva.  This  is  just 
such  a  volume  as  may  have  been  used  by  John  Rogers,  the 
brave  old  martyr  who  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Aston  (at 
Deritend),  who  undoubtedly  used  the  Vulgate  in  the  transla- 
tion which  he  helped  to  make,  which  was  the  second  printed 
Bible  in  English.  The  book  is  bound  in  vellum — not,  in  all 
probability,  the  original  cover — and  is  very  much  cleaner  and 
sounder  in  condition  than  many  books  which  were  quite  new 
when  added  to  the  Library  three  or  four  years  ago. 


SOME  RECENT  BIOGRAPHIES, 

"Which    have    been    Added   to    the    Lending    Library. 

The  Life  of  Edward  White  Benson  (la.te  Archbishop),  by  his 

son,  A.  C.  Benson  (1221B). 
Oliver  Cromwell,  by  John  Moiiey  (1217B). 
H.   W.   Crosskey  (of  Birmingham)  :   His  Life  and  Work,  by 

R     A.     Armstrong;    with    Chapters    by    the    Eev.    E. 

F.  M.  MacCarthy  and  Professor  Lapworth  (1233B). 
Cyprian  :    His    Life,    Times  and  Work,    by   E.   W.    Benson, 

late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  (1219B). 
Bishop  Walsham  How,  a  Memoir,  by  F.  D.  How  (1240B). 
The    Letters    of    Benjamin    Jowett,    edited    by    Abbott    and 

and  Campbell  (12183). 
Archbishop  Laud  :  a  Study,  by  A.  C.  Benson  (1238B). 
Life  of  Dwight  L.  Moody,  by  his  son  (1220B). 
Napoleon  I,  :  The  Last  Phase,  by  Lord  Eosebery  (1216B). 
The  Autobiography  and  Letters  of  Mrs.   Ollphant,  edited  by 

Mrs.  H   Coghill  (12313) 
The  Life  of  John  Ruskln,  by  W.  G.  Collingwood  (1230B). 


CATHEDRALS  AND  ABBEYS  OF  EHGLASD. 

Lovers  of  our  old  Cathedrals,  and  all  who  are  interested 
in  the  story  of  our  land  and  of  our  architecture,  will  be  glad 
to  know  that  the  volumes  of  Bell's  Cathedral  Handbooks  have 
recently  been  added  to  the  Lending  Library.  These  hand- 
books deal  briefly  but  succinctly  with  the  history  of  the  see 
and  of  the  cathedral,  giving  a  detailed  description  of  the 
architectural  features,  the  tombs,  and  associations  of  the 
sacred  edifice.  They  are  well  illustrated  with  views  of  the 
cathedrals,  past  and  present,  architectural  details,  tombs,  etc. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  volumes  already  issued:  — 
Canterbury,  1302B ;  Carlisle,  1303;  Chester,  1304;  Durham, 
1306;  Exeter,  1307;  Hereford,  1311;  Lichfield,  1312; 
Lincoln,  1313;  Norwich,  1314;  Oxford,  1315;  Peterborough, 
1316;  Rochester,  1317;  St.  Paul's  (London),  1321;  Salisbury, 
1323;  Southwell,  1324;  Wells,  1325;  Winchester,  1326; 
AVorcester,  1327;  York,  1328. 

Some  of  the  Abbeys  and  Churches  of  sipecial  interest  are 
also  being  included  in  the  series  : — Beverley  Minster,  1331B  ; 
St.  Martin's  Church,  Canterbury,  1332B. 


BOOKS  ABOUT  CHINA. 

The  interest  manifested  of  late  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
Far  East  has  led  to  an  increased  demand  for  books  about 
China.  The  Lending  Library  contains  a  number  of  such 
works,  the  first  in  importance  being  that  by  J.  H.  Gray,  in 
two  volumes,  on  the  Laws,  Manners,  and  Customs  of  the 
People  (757B).  Miss  Gordon  Cummings'  Wanderings  in  China 
has  recently  been  re-published,  and  is  now  in  the  Library. 
For  the  general  reader  it  will  doubtless  prove  the  most 
acceptable  book  on  the  country  (1214B).  A  volume  on  China 
has  recently  been  issued  into  the  "  Story  of  the  Nations  " 
series,  and  is  written  by  Professor  P.  K.  Douglas  (921);  there 
is  also  another  work  on  the  ''Country  and  the  People"  by  the 
same   author   (978B). 

Of  older  books  on  the  subject,  mention  should  be  made  of 
Doolittle's  Social  Life  of  the  Chinese  (32 IB),  a  very  interesting 
and  chatty  book  by  Miss  Geraldine  Grattan-Guinness,  entitled 
In  the  Fcqf  East  (320B),  and  the  Journey  of  Augustus  R. 
Margary,  from  Shanghae  to  Bhamo  and  back  to  Manwyne  in 
1873-5,  edited  by  Sir  Rutherford  Alcock  (756B).  Those 
interested  in  the  Corea  should  read  Mrs.  Bird  Bishop's 
Korea  and  Her  Neighbours,  a  narrative  of  travel,  with  an 
account  of  the  recent  vicissitudes  and  present  position  of  the 
country;    two  vols.  (1179B). 


ARTS  AND  SCIENCES. 

Several  very  interesting  and  important  additions  have 
recently  been  made  to  this  division  of  the  Lending  Library. 
Among  Art  Books,  a  further  selection  of  the  always  useful 
Winsor  and  Newton  Art  Handbooks  have  been  added.  These 
include  :  — 

The  Studv  of  Gothic  Architecture,  by  S.   T.   H.   Parkes 
(364D). 
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Comparative   Anatomy  for   Artists,   by   B.   W.   Hawkins 

(360D). 
Instructions   for    Interior   Decoration,    by    O.    W.    Davis 

(368D). 
Trees,    and   How    to    Draw    them,    by    P.    H.    Delamotte 

(370D). 
Pen  and  Ink  Drawing,  by  H.  R.  Robertson  (367D). 
The   Art    of   Etching   on    Copper,    by    H.    R.    Robertson 

(361D). 
Manual  of  Flower  Painting  in  Oils,  by  W.  J.  Muckley 

(362D). 
Manual    of    Fruit    and    Still    Life    Painting,    by    W.    J. 

Muckley    (363D). 
Oil  Painting  for  Beginners,  by  S.  J.  Cartlidge  (369D). 
Painting  on  China,  bv  H.  R.  Robertson  ('366D). 
Oil  Painting  on  Glass,  bv  T.  J.  Gullick  (365D). 
Sketcher's  Colour  Manual  (Water  Colour  Technique),  by 

C.  Wallis  (359DV 
Most  of  these  have  coloured  illustrations. 
The  Progressive  Science  Series. — The  following  volumes  of 
this  series  are  now  in  the  Lending  Library:  — 

The  Groundwork  of  Science,  by  St.  George  Mivart  (841D). 
Earth  Sculpture,  by  Professor  (James)  Geikie  (843D). 
Volcanoes,  by  Professor  Bonney  (844D). 
The  Study  of  Man,  by  Professor  A.  C.  Haddon  (842D). 
River  Development,  as  illustrated  by  the  Rivers  of  North 

America,  by  Professor  I.  C.  Russell  (845D). 
Bacteria,  especially  as  they  are  related  to  the  economy  of 

Nature,  to  Industrial  Processes,   and  to  the  Public 

Health :    by   Geo.   Newman   (847D). 
A  Book  of  Whales,  by  F.  E.  Beddard  (846D). 
An  Introduction  to  the  Comparative  Physiology  of  the 
Brain,    and    Comparative    Psychology,    by   Professor 

Jacques  Loeb   (848D). 
Most  of  the  volumes  are  fully  illustrated. 


NOTES    FOR   THE    NOVEL=READER. 

In  the  Palace  of  the  King,  by  F.  Marion  Crawford,  is  a 
new  departure  for  this  author.  It  is  an  exceedingly  clever 
bit  of  romance  of  the  Court  of  Philip  II.  of  Spain.  It  mi^ht 
be  termed  "  A  ro^mance  of  five  hours,"  ais  that  is  about  the 
time  occupied  by  the  story — rather  a  novel  feature  in  its  way. 
The  story  is  highly  dramatic,  and  holds  the  reader  from  first 
to  last.     The   dramatisation   of  Mr.   Crawford's   A   Cigarette- 


Malers  Romance  will  doubtless  lead  some  readers  to  turn  back 
to  this  charming  story.  It  would  be  a  good  beginning  for  any 
reader  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  Crawford's  work  through 
this  novel.  He  would  unquestionably  want  to  read  more  of 
the    same   author. 


Keaders  who  have  not  yet  met  with  any  of  the  novels  of 
A.  W.  Marchmont  would  do  well  to  read  his  newest  book, 
In  the  Nmne  of  a  Woman.  It  is  a  stirring  romance  of  to-day, 
with  a  Balkan  capital  for  its  scene,  and  a  Princess  who  would 
be  queen  for  its  heroine.  A  Dash  for  a  Throne,  by  the  same 
writer,  is  also  a  clever  romantic  story  of  Court  intrigue,  which 
will  be  found  very  enjoyable  reading. 


In  the  list  of  recent  additions  will  be  found  the 
na.me  of  a  new  writer  of  considerable  ability  in  depicting 
the  life  of  the  rough  riding  settlers  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  region,  with  true  feeling  and  a  keen  sense 
of  humour.  ''  Ralph  Connor  "  is  the  pseudonym  he  has 
adopted,  and  he  has  already  put  forth  two  volumes  which  will 
be  highly  appreciated,  even  by  those  who  do  not  ordinarily 
turn  to  novels  with  a  religious  tone.  But  The  Sky  Pilot  and 
Black  Rock  do  not  belong  to  the  common  class  of  religious 
novels.  They  have  received  high  commendation  in  quarters 
where  the  religious  novel  is  not,  as  a  rule,  acceptable,  and 
they  will  be  read  with  keen  enjoyment  by  all  who  are 
fortunate  enough  to  get  hold  of  them. 


The  newspaper  proprietor  does  not  often  figure  as  the 
hero  of  a  novel,  but  in  A  Napoleon  of  the  Press,  by  Marie 
Connor  Leighton,  we  have  a  hero  in  this  walk  of  life  who  is 
verv  like  a  real  personage.  His  name  is  Alfred,  and  he 
begins  by  starting  a  paper  of  the  "  Tit-Bits  "  order,  sends  out 
an  expedition,  publishes  a  big  halfpenny  daily,  and  a  cheap 
illustrated  magazine.     Who  can  it  be? 

Yet  more  South  African  War  Novels.  David  Lyall  has 
entered  this  field,  and  in  The  Flowers  of  the  Forest  gives  a 
touching  description  of  the  death  and  funeral  of  General 
Wauchope,  and  a  stirring  picture  of  the  battle  of  Belmont. 

Among  recent  historical  romances,  two  works  by  lady 
writers  are  well  worth  reading.  Rupert  hy  the  Grace  of  God, 
by  Dora  McChesney,  tells  the  .story  of  a  plot  to  set  Prince 
Rupert    on   the    throne    of   England;    and    By    Order   of   the 
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Company,  by  Mary  Johnston,  gives  a  stirring  picture  of  life 
in  Virginia  in  the  old  colonial  days. 


Just  now  everyone  is  turning  to  the  books  by  and  relating 
to  our  late  lamented  Sovereign,  Victoria  the  Good.  A  picture 
of  the  days  immediately  preceding  her  accession,  and  a  curious 
insight  into  the  plots  which  were  hatched  or  projected  in 
reference  to  the  succession,  may  be  gained  from  a  very 
interesting  little  'book  by  Allen  Upward,  called  God  Save  the 
^ueen.  It  will  pleasantly  beguile  an  afternoon,  and  help  the 
reader  to  understand  the  position  of  affairs  in  1837. 

H.  Seton  Merriman  has  gone  to  Corsica  for  the  scene  of 
his  latest  novel.  The  Isle  of  Unrest,  which  is,  like  all  the  work 
of  this  writer,  carefully  written  and  deeply  interesting.  Among 
the  newer  novelists  Seton  Merriman  is  easily  in  the  first  rank, 
and  every  book  of  his  will  well  repay  perusal. 

Miss  Amy  Le  Feuvre,  who  has  long  been  favourably 
known  by  her  stories  for  children,  like  Prohahle  Sons  and 
Broivnie,  has  now  entered  the  ranks  of  the  novelists,  her  first 
book  of  this  character  being  entitled  Olive  Tracey. 


CLASS  L,  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Some  Kecent  Additions. 

Among  the  lighter  literary  work  which  finds  its  way  into 
Class  L  several  recent  books  will  be  found  which  will  repay 
perusal.  Readers  of  the  novels  and  sketches  of  Mr.  J.  M. 
Barrie  will  turn  with  interest  to  /.  M.  Barrie  and  His  Boohs, 
by  J.  A.  Hammerton  (until  recently  editor  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Weekly  Post),  1089L ;  it  will  also  serve  as  an 
admirable  introduction  to  the  works  of  this  author  to  those 
who  do  not  know  him.  Mr.  Hammerton  gives  the  reader  a 
selection  of  pieces  exhibitins:  Barrie  at  his  best. 

A  Look  Around  Literature,  by  Robert  Buchanan  (1088L), 
will  interest  bookish  readers,  as  will  also  Austin  Dobson's 
volume  of  essays  entitled,  A  Paladin  of  Philanthropy  (914L). 
The  first  essay  is  devoted  to  General  Oglethorpe,  who  "  prose- 
cuted philanthropy  in  the  spirit  of  a  paladin,  rejoicing  in  the 
obstacles  and  the  encounters."  There  are  also  essays  on 
Goldsmith's  Poems  and  Plays,  the  Latest  Life  of  Steele, 
Boswell's  Predecessors  and  Editors,  Changes  at  Charing  Cross, 
John  Gay,  etc.  A  little  book  by  Silas  K.  Hocking,  The 
Culture  of  Manhood  (285LV   will    doubtless    be    read    with 


pleasure  and  profit  by  many  readers.  The  popular  novelist 
treats  of  such  subjects  as  Work,  Books,  Friends  and  Com- 
panions, Religion,  etc.  The  two  volumes  of  Rudyard 
Kipling's  From  Sea  to  Sea  (1091L)  have  recently  been  added 
to  this  class.  These  comprise  sketches  or  "  Letters  of  Travel" 
in  various  countries,  India,  China,  Japan,  America,  etc.,  and 
are  interspersed  with  good  stories  and  much  characteristic 
talk. 

Richard  Le  Gallienne's  Travels  in  England  (949L)  is  the 
story  of  a  little  journey  through  less  frequented  resorts,  told 
in  the  characteristic  manner  of  the  author,  who  visited  Sel- 
borne,  Salisbury  and  Stonehenge,  Hazlitt's  Winterslow,  the 
Cotswolds,  as  well  as  in  the  beaten  track  of  Shakespearian 
pilgrims.  The  book  is  prettily  illustrated.  For  those  who 
care  to  study  the  Irishman  at  home,  Michael  McDonagh's 
Irish  Life  and  Character  (QSSL")  will  prove  a  real  treat,  and 
will  delight  all  lovers  of  racy  humour.  He  treats  of  the  Old 
Irish  Squire,  Duelling,  Faction-Fighting,  and  Irish  Humour, 
and  has  brought  together  a  good  collection  of  ''  Bulls  from 
Irish  Pastures,"  and  given  us  a  glimpse  of  the  Irish  Law 
Courts. 

Ian  Maclaren  has  been  looking  round  the  churches,  and 
has  sketched  pew  and  pulpit,  and  dealt  with  some  of  the 
problems  and  difficulties  of  Church  Life  (1023L).  He  knows 
the  Mutineer  in  the  Church,  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Tramp, 
and  he  is  familiar  with  the  problem  of  the  Old  Minister,  the 
Minister  and  the  Organ,  the  two  sides  of  the  Pew  question, 
and  how  to  make  the  most  of  a  sermon,  and  discourses  on  all 
these  and  other  subjects  in  a  witty  and  pleasant  manner.  A 
volume  of  Professor  Seeley's  Lectures  and  Essays  (1069L), 
recently  added  to  the  Library,  deals  with  such  various  sub- 
jects as  Roman  Imperialism,  Milton,  Elementary  Principles 
in  Art,  and  English   in  Schools. 


TO    THE    BOYS    AND    GIRLS. 


Once  again  the  opportunity  comes  round  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour's  gossip  with  the  younger  readers  about  the  books 
they  read.  I  am  glad  to  find  some  of  my  readers  have 
taken  out  the  books  I  recommended  in  the  more  serious 
classes  of  literature.  This  is  the  best  encouragement  you  can 
give  me  to  continue  these  notes  on  the  books  in  the  Library. 

A  large  number  of  books  for  boys  and  girls  have  been 
added  since  our  last  chat.  You  see  there  are  regular  seasons 
for  books  as  well  as  for  apples  and  blackberries,  and  most  of 
the   new   juvenile   books   are   published   in   the   two   or   three 


21 

lontlis  before  Christmas ;   so  most  of  this  gossip  will  have  to 
with  the  new  books  of  the  season. 

Mr.  Henty  comes  first  in  the  affections  of  most  boys,  and 
■his  usual  output  is  three  volumes,  but  this  year  he  has  given 
[you  four  new  stories  well  worth  reading.      Cuthhert  Hartington 

(539F)  is  a  tale  of  two  sieges  of  Paris.     Like   several  other 

popular  writers,  he  has  gone  to  South  Africa  for  the  subject 
jof   one   of   his   stories,   which   he    calls    With    Buller  in   Natal 

(538F).  The  other  two  are,  In  the  Irish  Brigade  (542F),  a 
[story  of  the  war  in  Flanders  and  Spain ;  and  Out  with 
'aribalcli  (540F),  which  deals,  of  course,  with  the  liberation 

>f  Italy. 

George  Manville  Fenn  has  also  a  South  African  story- — ■ 
Viarge :  A  Story  of  Briton  and  Boer  (495F),  and  has  also 
)ublished  Uncle  Bart,  a  tale  of  a  tyrant  (493F). 

One  of  BuUers  Horse,  by  W.  Johnston  (522F)  must  not 
be  confounded  with  Henty 's  story,  and  it  does  not  treat  of 
the  present — I  wish  I  could  say  the  late — war,  but  with  the 
Zulu  War  of  1879.  By  way  of  finish  to  this  warlike  catalogue 
let  me  recomimend  Charles  Neuf eld's  story  of  the  Egyptian 
Revolt  under  Arabi  Pasha,  entitled  Under  the  ReheVs  Reign, 
which  is  a  stirring  story,  very  well  told ;  and  Red,  White  and 
Green,  by  Herbert  Hayens,  which  takes  us  back  to  the  famous 
year  of  revolutions,    1848. 

Stories  of  school  life  are  always  popular  with  boys,  and 
with  some  girls  also.  The  death  of  Talbot  Baines  Reed  was  a 
calamity,  for  he  could  always  be  calculated  upon  for  a  first- 
class  story  at  least  once  a  year.  Happily,  several  new  writers 
of  school  tales  have  arisen,  and  their  books  will  be  very 
acceptable  to  young  readers.  Andrew  Home's  new  book  is 
very  sensational,  as  most  of  his  school  tales  are ;  it  is  called 
The  Story  of  a  School  Conspiracy  (944F).  Harold  Avery  has 
written  a  new  one,  which  is  quite  as  good  as  Mohsleys 
Mohicans,  and  is  entitled  Heads  or  Tails  (460F).  It  carries 
the  reader  beyond  the  days  of  school  and  playground,  con- 
tinuing the  story  of  two  friends,  "  Miller  "  and  ''  Pepper," 
a.fcer  they  had  begun  to  learn  something  of  the  battle  of  life. 
Several  new  writers  of  school  stories  have  entered  the  field  of 
late.  Walter  Rhoades,  whose  Story  of  John  Trevennick,  which 
has  long  been  in  the  general  library  (3480E),  will  be  read  with 
interest  by  boys,  is  the  author  of  The  Boy  from  Cuba  (633F), 
which  is  a  very  good  story  of  school  life.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  Wynport  College,  by  F.  Harrison  (b2l¥^.  Every  Inch  a 
Briton,  by  M.  Fletcher  (45F),  and  Boys  of  the  Priory  School, 
by  F.   Coombe  (372F). 
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Books  of  adventure  have  not  been  so  numerous  among 
recent  additions,  but  A  Strange  Craft  (414F),  by  E.  S.  Ellis, 
the  author  of  the  "  Pioneer  "  series;  The  Boy  Crusoes  (920F), 
by  M.  Golschimann  (a  tale  of  the  Siberian  forests) ;  Ye 
Mariners  of  England  (929F),  by  HerbertHayens  (which  is  not 
a  story,  but  a  capital  book  of  adventure  in  the  Navy),  will  all 
be  read  with  great  interest.  Gordon  Stables  is  also  to  the 
fore  with  a  first-rate  book  of  adventure,  In  Far  Bolivia 
(852F). 

Girls'  books  have  also  been  fairly  numerous  among  the 
recent  additions.  Miss  E.  Everitt  Green  has  two  very 
interesting  new  books,  The  Heir  of  Hascomhe  Hall  (409F)  and 
In  Cloister  and  Court  (663E),  the  latter  of  which  tells  the 
story  of  the  saintly  life  of  Bishop  Ken,  the  writer  of  the 
well-known  Morning  and  Evening  Hymns.  A  Comrade' s 
Troth,  by  E.  A.  Gillie  (680EV  has  already  found  favour  among 
our  younger  readers,  as  has  also  a  very  smart  little  story, 
Cynthia  s  Bonnet  Shop  (733E),  by  Rosa  Mulholland  (Lady 
Gilbert).  Mrs.  Molesworth's  new  book  is  entitled  Rohin 
Redbreast  (429F),  and  the  anonymous  author  of  "Tip  Cat  ' 
has  written  a  very  charming  book  entitled  Tom's  Boy  (749 E), 
which  will  please  all  girl  readers.  Among  other  new  writers 
for  girls  is  Alice  Stronach,  who  has  given  them  a  very  pretty 
storv  in  A  Newnham-  Friendship  (443F),  and  in  Brownie 
(298F),  an  older  favourite  (new  to  this  Library,  however),  has 
given  to  her  readers  a  story  well  worthy  of  the  author  of 
''  Probable  Sons."  The  fairy  stories  of  the  year  are  True 
Annals  of  Fairyland,  by  William  Canton  (374F),  and  The 
Grey  Fairy  Booh,  by  Andrew  Lang  ''3 IF). 

And  now  let  us  look  at  a  few  of  the  older  books  which 
boys  will  be  sure  to  like,  although  some  are  in  Class  E,  and 
others  in  "  the  heavier  classes."'  Do  you  know  Anstey's 
Vice  Versa  (1759E)?  It  is  a  curious  story  of  the  way  in  which 
a  stern  parent  and  his  son  /"the  latter  being  just  about  to 
return  to  school  after  the  holidays)  suddenly  changed  places, 
and  of  many  extraordinary  events  which  followed  the  trans- 
formation. There  is  also  a  rather  weird  but  highly  amusing 
story  by  the  same  author,  called  A  Fallen  Idol  (1764),  which 
some  boys  will  thoroughly  enjoy.  Some  novelists  who  usually 
write  novels  appealing  only  to  the  omniverous  novel-reader 
now  and  then  give  us  a  rare  book  of  adventure.  Among  such 
may  be  mentioned  Frank  Barrett's  The  Admirable  Lady 
Biddy  Fane  (2840E),  and  Sir  Walter  Besant's  For  Faith  and 
Freedom  (2714E),  a  capital  story  of  the  Monmouth  Rebellion 
in  1685.  Blackmore's  Lorna  Boone  stands  by  itself;  I  hope 
every  boy  and  many  of  the  girls  also  will  read  this  fascinating 
romance,  telling  of  the  fierce  race  of  Doones  who  inhabited  a 
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stronghold  in  Exmoor,  and  how  "  Girt  Jan  Ridd  "  was 
successful  in  ridding  the  countryside  of  these  dangerous 
marauders,  and  carried  off  a  bride  from  among  them,  the 
"  Lorna  "  of  the  title.  There  is  a  copy  of  this  in  your  own 
department  (F2),  and  also  two  more  in  Class  E.  E,.  W. 
Chambers  has  written  several  very  fascinatingi  books  of 
adventure,  and  if  you  will  read  them  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  here  given  you  will  get  a  good  idea  of  the  Franco- 
German  War  of  1870-71,  and  of  the  Misrule  of  the  Commune. 
They  are — Lorraine  (the  beginning  of  war  in  Alsace  and 
Lorraine,  3746E),  Ashes  of  Empire  (Paris  during  the  Siege, 
3744E),  and  The  Red  Republic  (Paris  during  the  Commune, 
3747E).  I  shall  give  a  further  list  of  books  of  this  character 
m  the  next  number.  Meanwhile  let  me  give  you  a  further 
list  of  heavier  books  to  go  on  with,  and  in  doing  this  I  am:  glad 
to  repeat  that  many  of  the  books  of  this  character  which  I 
mentioned  in  my  former  letter  have  been  well  used  by  boys 
since  the  publication  of  No.  1  of  Que  Libeary. 

Among  historical  books  I  need  only  mention  Dr.  Conan 
Doyle's  History  of  Tlie  Great  Boer  War  (1215B)  to  ensure  its 
being  sought  after  by  some  of  the  boys  in  the  upper  standards 
or  in  the  High  Schools ;  and  I  think  they  will  enjoy  reading 
Alfred  the  Great,  a  biography  written  in  a  simple,  popular 
manner  by  J.  Page  (1246B).  Nansen's  Eshimo  Life  (1213B), 
Egerton  Young's  By  Canoe  and  Dog-Train  (adventures  among 
the  Cree  and  Salteaux  Indians,  935B),  and  Sir  Wm.  Butlers 
Great  Lone  Land  (595B)  will  gratify  the  appetite  for  adven- 
tures in  Northern  R-egions ;  while  such  books  as  the  late 
Colonel  Burnaby's  Ride  to  Khiva.  (222B)  and  A  Boy  s  Voyage 
Round  the  World,  by  the  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  Smiles  (256B),  are 
well  worth  reading  by  all  boys  who  are  fond  of  adventure. 
And  it  should  be  remembered  that  it  is  from  such  works  as 
these  that  the  groundwork  of  popular  stories  by  Fenn  and 
others  are  taken.  Here  you  have  true  adventures  without 
the  garnishing  of  fiction.  There  is  one  other  book  I  should 
like  to  recommend  to  you,  and  this  is  the  last  upon  my  list^ — 
last  for  the  present  number.  It  is  Mark  Twain's  Life  on  the 
Mississippi  (736L).  This  is  a  real  book,  and  if  you  are 
tempted  to  skip  any  of  it,  do  not  skip  the  racy  and  interesting 
story  which  Mark  Twain  tells  of  his  own  boy  life  when  he  was 
apprenticed  to  a  Mississippi  pilot.  This  iDegins  at  page  20 
and  goes  to  page  65,  and  from  this  account  you  will  learn 
something  of  the  mighty  river  and  its  constantly  changing 
form,  and  also  of  the  great  passenger  steamboats  and  their 
pilots  in  the  days  that  are  now  past,  with  many  humorous 
incidents  by  the  way. 
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ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LENDING  LIBRARY  SINCE  THE  CATALOGUE. 


FICTION.— Part    I. 

Ackworth  (J.),  Beckside  Lights 1969E 

Doxie  Dent :  A  Clog  shop  Chronicle       1917E 

The  Minder  ...  1948E 

—  The  Scowcrof t  Critics       1 97 1 E 

Allen  (Grant),  Hilda  Wade  2408E 

The  Incidental  Bishop      3226E 

Linnet:  A  Eomance  ...  ...  ...  ...   3223E 

Miss  Cavley's  Adventures  ...  2407E 

Under  Sealed  Orders        3227B 

Allen  (J.  L.),  The  Increasing  Purpose 3820E 

■  A  Kentucky  Cardinal  and  Aftermath     ...  ...  3806E 

Anstey  (P.),  The  Brass  Bottle       1750E 

Love  among  the  Lions     ..  ...  ...  ...   3432E 

Baker  (Jas.),  The  Cardinal's  Page  :  A  Story  of  Historical 

Adventure  2157E 

The  Gleaming  Dawn  :  A  Historical  Eomance  ...   2158E 

John  Westacott  2159E 

Balfour  (A.),  To  Arms  !      3881E 

: — Vengeance  is  Mine  ...   3882E 

A  Story  of  the  Napoleonic  Wars. 

Barr  (Amelia  E.),  I,  Thou,  and  the  Other  One 3981E 

Trinity  Bells  2718E 

Was  it  Eight  to  Forgive? 3987E 

Barr  (E.),  The  Countess  Tekla  :  A  Historical  Eomance  3459E 

• Jennie  Baxter,  Journalist  ...  ...  ...   3460E 

The  Mutable  Many  3457E 

The  Strong  Arm,  etc 2584E 

Barrett  (P.),  Under  a  Strange  Mask        3464E 

Barrett  (Wilson)  and  Hichens  (E.),   The  Daughters  of 

Babylon 3707E 

Barrie  (J.M.),  Tommy  and  Grizel  3125E 

Sequel  to  "  Sentimental  Tommy." 

Bayly  (E.  B  ),  Honor  Greenleaf  3553E 

Becke  (L.),  Eodman  the  Boatsteerer,  etc.  ...         ...  3786E 

Bell  (E.  S.  W.),  Bachelorland  :  A  Story  of  the  Temple  3948E 

Berwick  (J.),  The  Secret  of  St.  Plorel       3463E 

Besant  (W.),  The  Alabaster  Box 2226E 

—  The  Changeling      3064E 

The  Fourth  Generation ...   2234E 

The  Orange  Girl 2225E 

Black  (W.),  Wild  Eelin 3019E 


Bodkin  (M.  McD.),  Dora  Myrl 
Paul  Beck,  Detective 


Lady  Detective 


-  The  Eebels  (The  Irish  Rebellion) 

-  A  Stolen  Life 

-  White  Magic  


Wife 


Boldrewood  (R.),  Babes  in  the  Bush 

My  Run  Honae 

Plain  Living  :   A  Bush  Idyll 

•  War  to  the  Knife  ... 

Boothby  CGuy),  Across  the  World  for 

Dr.  Nikola's  Experiment  ... 

Long  Live  the  King 

Love  made  Manifest 

The  Lust  of  Hate 

A  Maker  of  Nations 

Pharos  the  Egyptian 

A  Prince  of  Swindlers 

The  Red  Rat's  Daughter  ... 

The  Woman  of  Death 

Braddon  (M.  E.),  In  High  Places 

The  Infidel 

Under  Love's  Rule 

Broughton  (R.),  Alas  !  

A  Beginner... 

Belinda 

Cometh  up  as  a  Flower    ... 

Doctor  Cupid 

The  Game  and  the  Candle 

Good  Bye,  Sweetheart 

Joan  ...  ...  ... 

Mrs   Bhgh 

Nancy 

Not  Wisely,  but  Too  Well  

Red  as  a  Rose  is  She 

Scylla  cr  Charybdis 

Second  Thoughts  ... 

Buchan  (J.),  John  Burnet  of  Barns 
Burnett  (F.  H.),  The  De  Willoughby  Claim       ... 
Cable  (G.  W.),  The  Grandissimes  :  A  Creole  Story 
Capes  (B  ),  Adventures  of  the  Comte  de  la  Muette  in  the 

Reign  of  Terror  ... 

The  Lake  of  Wine  :  A  Romance 

Our  Lady  of  Darkness  (The  French  Revolution) 

Carey  (R.  N.)  Life's  Trivial  Round  

Mollie's  Prince 

My  Lady  Frivol 

Rue  with  a  Difference 

Castle  (A  and  E.),  The  Bath  Comedy 


3868E 
3898E 
3884E 
3899K 
3900E 
2859E 
2845E 
3791E 
3658E 
3698E 
3695E 

34E 
3690E 

39E 
3689E 
3697E 

32E 
37o2E 

33E 
300-4E 
3005E 
3067E 
2I49E 
2139E 
2140E 
2141E 
2I50E 
2145E 
2142E 
2143E 
2152E 
2155E 
2144E 
2146E 
2147E 
2151E 
3968E 
572E 
3967E 

3983E 
3984E 
3988E 
3545E 
3137E 
2540E 
3546E 
3754E 
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Castle  (A.  &  E.),  The  Pride  of  Jennico 
Castle  (E  ),  The  Light  of  Scarthey 

■ —  Young  April 

Chambers  (E.  W.),  Ashes  of  Empire 

The  Cambric  Mask 

■ A  Gay  Conspiracy 

Outsiders    ... 

Chetwode  (E.  D.),  John  of  Strathbourne 
Cholmondeley  (M.),  Diana  Tempest 

The  Danvers  Jewels 

Eed  Pottage 

Sir  Charles  Danvers 

Churchill     (Winston    S.),     Savrola     (A   Eevolution    in 

Lurania)  ... 
Cobban  (J.  M.),  Cease  Fire  !  (Transvaal  War,  1831) 

Pursued  by  the  Law 

Collins  (W.),  The  Guilty  Eiver    ... 

Connor  (E  )   Black  Eock  :  A  Tale  of  the  Selkirk s 

The  Sky  Pilot  :  A  Tale  of  the  Foothills  .. 

Conrad  (J.),  Lord  Jim 

Corelli  (M.),  Boy     

The  Master  Christian        3779  & 

Cornford  (L.  C),  Sons  of  Adversity 
Couch  .A.  T.  Q.),  The  Ship  of  Stars 
Crane  (Stephen),  The  Eed  Badge  of  Courage  (American 

War)  

Craven  (Lady  H.)  The  Outcast  Emperor 
Crawford  (F   M  ),  Corleone  :  A  Tale  of  Sicily    ... 

In  the  Palace  of  the  Kmg 

Crockett  (S.  E.),  The  Black  Douglas        

lone  March 

Joan  of  the  Sword  Hand  ... 

Kit  Kennedy  :    Country  Boy 

Little  Anna  Mark   .. 

The  Eed  Axe  

The  Stickit  Minister's  Wooing    ... 

Cromarty  (Deas),  This  Man's  Dominion... 
Davis  (E  H.),  The  Lion  and  the  Unicorn,  etc.... 
Dawson  (W.  J.),  Judith  Boldero  :  A  Tragic  Eomance 

. Thro'  Lattice  Windows     ... 

Desart  (Earl  of),  The  Eaid  of  the  "  Detrimental  " 
Dickens  (C.)  To  be  Ee  id  at  Dusk 

Stories,  Sketches  and  Essays  not  elsewhere  collected 
or  re-printed. 
Dickens  (Mary  A),  Against  the  Tide 
Donovan  TDick,  J.  E.  Muddock),  Chronicles   of   Michael 

Danevitch,  Detective 
Eecords  of  Vincent  Trill,  Detective 


3084E 

3142E 
3143E 
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The  Reference  Library  has  been  enriched 
Goodly  Folios  by  the  occasional  addition  of  an  old  folio, 
or  scarce  edition  of  some  fine  old  English 
author,  just  by  way  of  garnishing.  It  would  have 
gladdened  Charles  Lamb  to  come  across  the  Anatomy  of 
Mdanchohj  in  the  goodly  folio  which  lies  on  our  shelves — "  I 
do  not  know  a  more  heartless  sight,'  he  writes,  "  than  a 
reprint  of  this  work  " — and  he  would  have  fully  endorsed  the 
recent  action  of  the  Free  Library  Committee  in  placing  side 
by  side  with  it  the  fine  old  folio  edition  of  A  FisgaJi-Siglit  of 
Palestine,  by  Thomas  Fuller,  as  first  set  forth  ''by  J.  F.  for 
John  Williams,''  in  1650.  The  language  of  this  work  is  not 
more  quaint  than  the  plates  and  maps  with  which  it  is  adorned, 
and  the  student  of  heraldry  will  be  amused  at  the  ingenuity 
with  which  Fuller  has  fitted  out  each  of  the  tribes  of  Israel 
with  their  coats  of  arms.  No  modern  edition  of  this  famous 
old  itinerary  of  the  Holy  Land  does  justice  to  the  fancy  and 
invention  of  the  old  divine  who  was  the  delight  of  Coleridge 
as  of  Lamb.  ''  Next  to  Shakespeare,"  he  says,  "  I  am  not 
certain  whether  Thomas  Fuller,  beyoiid  all  other  writers,  docs 
not  excite  in  me  the  sense  and  emotion  of  the  marvellous." 
The  book-lover  will  endorse  the  sense  of  fitness  in  placing  with 
these  two  works  the  old  folio  edition  of  the  works  of  Sir 
Thomas  Browne,  which  was  the  gift  of  one  whose  affection  for 
the  Library  is  exjDressed  in  that  act,  as  well  as  in  many  other 
donations  to  the  Library. 

By   the   recent   acquisition  of  the  four 

A  Great  History      later    volumes    of    Perrot    and    Chipiez' 

of  Art.  History   of    Ancient    Art   the    Reference 

Library  has  now  a  complete  set  of  this 
valuable  work,  which  treats  of  the  art  of  the  Assyrians, 
Chaldaeans,  Ancient  Egyptians,  of  Primitive  Greece,  Persia, 
Phrygia,  Judsea,  Asia  Minor,  Syria,  and  Sardinia,  and  contains 
within  its  ten  volumes  over  3,200  illustrations,  many  of  them 
being  fine  coloured  plates.  The  art  student  will  also  find 
ample  illustration  of  the  art  of  Greece  and  Rome  in  the  great 
histories  of  the  two  nations,  by  Duruy,  which  are  in  the 
Reference   Library. 
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A   handsome   folio   volume   of   Decorative 
Decorative         Flower   Studies,   by  J.   Foord,   has  recently 
Flower  Studies,    been  added  to  this  department,  which  con- 
tains coloured  plates  which  should  prove  of 
great   service   to    art   students.     These   designs   are   somewhat 
freer  and    less    conventional   in    arrangement  than   those   in 
Hulme's  well-known  work,  which  has  been  much  used  in  the 
past  by  students  in  the  Reference  Library.  A  very  useful  little 
volume  of   Studies  in   Plant   Form,   by   A.   E.   V.   Lilley,   has 
recently  been  placed  in  the  Lending  Library  (338D). 

The  very  handsome   volume   of    Coloured 
Birds'  Eggs  and     Figures   of   the   Eggs   of   British   Birds,    by 
Butterflies.         Henry  Seebohm,  has  recently  been  added  to 
the  Reference  Library,  Morris's  well-known 
work  on  the  same  subject  having  been  in  the  Library  many 
years.        In   like   manner   Morris's   works   on    Butterflies   and 
Moths    have    been    leinforced    by    the    addition    of    Kirbys 
European  Butterflies  and  Moths.     These  works,   all  of  which 
are  profusely  illustrated  with  coloured  plates,  should  be  con- 
sulted  by    the   young    naturalist    when    in     doubt   as   to   the 
identity  of  his  specimens. 

And  while  on  the  subject  of  Natural  History,  it  may  be 
worth  while  to  call  attention  to  a  very  useful  series  which  has 
recently  been  placed  in  the  Lending  Library.  These  are:^ — 
Our  Country's  Birds  (427D),  Butterflies  and  Moths  (428D), 
Flowers  (429D),  and  Shells  (43 ID)  and  how  to  know  them,  by 
W.  J.  Gordon.  Each  volume  contains  coloured  illustrations  of 
every  variety,  and  they  are  arranged  so  as  to  be  easy  of 
reference. 

The  honour  which  has  lately  been  done  to  the 
Punch  veteran  cartoonist  of  Puncli,  Sir  John  Tenniel,  has 
set  a  good  many  people  talking  of  the  famous 
periodical,  of  which  an  original  set  (not  the  later  reprint)  is  to 
be  found  in  our  Reference  Library.  The  fitting  season  lias 
been  taken  for  the  issue  of  a  collected  volume  of  Tenniel's 
cartoons,  and  this,  too,  has  been  placed  in  the  Reference 
Library,  where  also  may  be  found  the  History  of  Punch,  by  H. 
M.  Spielmann,  and  other  works  relating  to  the  greatest  of  all 
comic  journals.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  like  to  take 
of  this  well  of  English  humour  undefiled,  for  home  use,  five 
volumes  of  Pictures  from  Punch  have  been  added  to  the 
Lending  Library. 

No   series   of   fine   art   productions   has 
Goupil's  become  more  widely  famous  that  that  pro- 

Historical  Series.       jected     by     the     great     French     firm     of 
engravers,  Goupil  and  Co.,  which  consists 
of  biographical  monographs  on  various  royal   and   illustrious 
personages,  enriched  with  fine  portraits  and  other  engravings. 
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Several  of  these  have  become  exceedingly  scarce,  and  have 
reached  prohibitive  prices,  but  three  of  the  volumes  of  very 
great  interest  have  been  placed  in  the  Reference  Libraiy. 
These  are  :  Oliver  CroniwelU  by  S.  R.  Gardiner;  Prince  Charles 
Edward,  by  Andrew  Lang;  and  Queen  Victoria,  by  Richard 
R.  Holmes.  The  last-named  work  is  of  special  interest  at  the 
present  time,  having  been  written  under  the  personal  super- 
vision of  Her  late  Majesty.  It  contains  several  charming- 
portraits  of  the  Queen  in  infancy  and  early  life,  as  well  as 
copies  of  the  more  famous  portraits  and  family  groups  of  a 
later  period.  A  copy  of  this  work  (without  the  fine  plates) 
has  also  been  placed  in  the  Lending  Library,  together  with  the 
late  Bishop  Creighton's  monograph  on  Queen  Elizabeth,  which 
appeared  in  the  same  series. 

A  Society  for  the  Study  of  Child  Life  is 
Child  Study  and  one  of  the  most  recent  developments  of 
Children's  Ways,  scientific  research.  That  this  subject  pre- 
sents great  fascination  may  be  gathered  from 
a  very  casual  glance  at  such  books  as  "  Children's  Ways,''  by 
Professor  Sully  (1053L),  and  "The  Child:  His  Nature  and 
•  Nurture,"  by  W.  B.  Drummond  (1054L).  The  first-named 
work  is  a  selection  from  the  ''  Studies  of  Childhood  "  by  the 
same  author,  which  is  in  the  Reference  Department,  and  con- 
tains chapters  on  the  Child  at  Play — the  Realm  of  Fancy,  the 
transforming  wand  of  childish  imagination,  Story  Land, 
the  Young  Pretender,  etc.,  and  the  Child  at  Work — ■ 
attacking  our  language,  first  thoughts  concerning  the  outer 
world,  the  inner  world  of  self,  the  battle  with  fears,  and  other 
kindred  matters.  R.  L.  Stevenson  has  approached  this  branch 
of  study  from  the  imaginative  side,  and  has  given  poetic  expres- 
sion to  the  realities  of  child-world,  the  battle  with  fears,  and 
other  primary  workings  of  the  infant  mind,  in  "A  Child's 
Garden  of  Verses,"  particularly  in  such  poems  as  "  Foreign 
Lands,"  "Windy  Nights,"  "The  Land  of  Story  Books,"  and 
"  The  North-West  Passage  " — which  last  is  the  child's  view  of 
night-time — facing  "  With  an  undaunted  tread  the  long  black 
passage  up  to  bed." 

"  Now  my  little  heart  goes  a-beating  like  a  drum. 
With  the  breath  of  the  Bogie  in  my  hair ; 
And  all  round  the  candle  the  crooked  shadows  come. 
And  go  marching  along  up  the  stair.' 

As  one  turns  over  the  leaves  of  the  little  volume  it  is  hard  to 
resist  the  temptation  to  go  on  quoting  from  page  after  page  of 
these  delightful  verses,  which,  in  their  way,  fonii  an  important 
contribution  to  the  study  of  Childhood. 
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When  one  writes  of  "  the  sea  and  all 
A  NewWriter  of     that  therein  is  "  with  such  vividness  and 
Sea  Sketches.  evident  relish   as  Frank   T.   Bullen  does, 

the  books  he  writes  must  find  a  welcome 
among  many  who  do  not  usually  travel  beyond  the  domain 
of  fiction ;  and  those  who  read  the  occasional  papers  he  con- 
tributed to  the  Spectator  on  seafaring  matters  will  turn  with 
eagerness  to  the  collection  of  these  and  similar  sketches  which 
Mr.  Bullen  has  recently  published  under  the  mystifying  title, 
''  A  Sack  of  Shakings  " — meaning  the  odds  and  ends  of  rope 
and  canvas  accumulated  during  a  voyage.  It  contains  many 
racy  and  curious  chapters  on  such  subjects  as  the  Floor  of  the 
Sea,  Sociable  Fish,  a  Porpoise  Myth,  A  Battleship  of  To-day, 
Big  Game  at  Sea,  Sea  Superstitions,  etc. 

Two  well-known  writers  of  fiction  have 
Sir  Walter  Besant.  passed  away  during  the  past  month.  Sir 
Walter  Besant  is  very  largely  represented 
in  the  catalogue  of  our  Lending  Library,  and  particularly  in 
in  the  list  of  Fiction.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  some  of 
his  best  novels  are  those  which  he  wrote  in  collaboration  with 
James  Rice,  though  what  it  was  that  the  latter  contributed 
to  them  it  would  be  difficult  to  say.  There  is,  however, 
undoubtedly  something  in  Ready-Money  Mortihoy,  The  Golden 
Butterfly,  The  Seamy  Side,  and  By  Celias  Arbour  which  we  do 
not  find  in  the  stories  written  after  Rice's  death  (which  took 
place  in  1882),  yet  there  is  a  quaint  charm  about  the  later 
books  by  Besant,  especially  noticeable  in  Armorel  of  Lyonnesse, 
The  Bell  of  St.  PauVs,  and  ^S'^.  Katherines  hy  the  Tower,  which 
has  its  counterpart  in  most  of  the  collaborated  stories;  and  it 
is  diffi.cult  indeed  to  see  wherein  All  Sorts  and  Conditions  of 
Men  differs  from  those  in  which  Rice  bore  a  part.  This  may 
be  due  to  the  fact  that  he  lived  to  see  this  novel  begun,  and 
had  doubtless  talked  over  the  plot  and  characters  with  Besant. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  new  generation  has  not  forgotten 
the  earlier  stories  which  came  from  this  most  advantageous 
partnership.  One  can  only  envy  the  novel  reader  who  has  yet 
to  make  the  acquaintance  of  Gilead  P.  Beck  and  the  aesthetic 
brotherhood,  Dick  Mortiboy,  Nick  Credland,  the  whimsical 
albino  who  becomes  the  deus  ex  marhind  of  T'he  Seamy  Side, 
and  the  hosts  of  pleasant  characters  who  people  the  novels  of 
Sir  Walter  Besant  and  the  literary  partners. 

Besant's  work  was  by  no  means  confined  to  the  domain 
of  fiction.  His  Fifty  Years  Ago  (800B)  is  an  interesting  pic- 
ture of  life  in  England  at  the  accession  of  Queen  Victoria;  in 
London  he  gives  the  results  of  his  painstaking  researches  into 
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the  history  and  topography  of  the  great  city;  he  has  written 
a  biographical  sketch  of  Coligny  (57 IB),  and  (in  collaboration 
with  Rice)  a  similar  volume  on  Sir  Richard  Whittington 
(579B),  a  Eulogy  of  Richard  Jeffries  (849B),  the  "  Rabelais'" 
volume  in  ''  Foreign  Classics  for  English  Readers  "  (518L),  and 
also  edited  a  volume  of  Readings  in  Rabelais  (756L).  A  lecture 
on  the  Art  of  Fiction,  which  he  delivered  at  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion, is  also  in  the  Lending  Library  (41 5L). 

Very  different  from  the  genial  knight 
Robert  Buchanan,  was  the  man  of  letters,  poet,  critic,  novel- 
ist, whose  hand,  like  Esau's,  seems  to  have 
been  against  eveiy  man's  hand.  Robert  Buchanan  seems  to 
have  been  endowed  with  a  sensitive  spirit  which  kept  him  from 
the  enjoyment  of  the  fame  which  came  to  him,  by  constantly 
fixing  his  attention  upon  the  pin-pricks  from  which  few  men 
are  exempt  who  challenge  public  attention  in  any  direction. 
His  best  novel  is,  perhaps,  God  and  the  Man — a  story  of  the 
time  of  the  Wesleys,  but  The  Shadotv  of  the  Sivord  is  also  a 
very  able  and  powerful  book.  Other  novels  of  his  are  in  the 
Library,  and  of  his  poems,  "Ballads  of  Life,  Love  and  Humour" 
is  a  representative  volume.  A  volume  of  essays,  A  Look 
Around  Literature,  was  mentioned  in  the  last  issue  of  Our 
Library. 

When  the  early  volumes  of  the  well-known 
The  Pen  and  ''  Pen  and  Pencil  Series  "  were  being  issued, 
Pencil  Series.  Dr.  S.  Manning  contributed  a  volume  of 
'■  American  Pictures,"  but  the  thirty  years 
which  elapsed  between  the  first  and  last  issues  of  this  series 
left  the  volume  far  behind  the  times  as  a  description  of  the 
United  States ;  hence  one  of  the  later  issues  was  a  new  ''United 
States  Pictures,"  which  is  now  in  the  Lending  Library  as  well 
as  in  the  complete  set  which  is  preserved  for  reference.  Readers 
in  search  of  picturesque  and  descriptive  books  on  various 
countries  should  not  overlook  the  volumes  of  this  interesting 
series  in  the  Lending  Library.  They  are  pleasantly  written 
and  copiously  illustrated,  and  include  works  on  Australia, 
Canada,  Norway,  Switzerland,  Russia,  Egypt,  and  Palestine, 
as  well  as  volumes  on  our  own  country — "  English,"  "Scottish," 
and  "  Welsh  Pictures." 

As  this  number  appears  in  the  holiday  season,  it  seems 
appropriate  that  a  little  space  should  be  given  to  books  relating 
to  holiday  resorts.  The  list  which  follows  does  not  include  all 
books  on  the  places  named,  preference  being  given  to  those  of  a 
handy  size  and  bulk.  Others  may  be  found  in  the  catalogue 
of  the  History  and  Travel  section  of  the  Lending  Library,  and 
more  elaborate  illustrated  works  in  the  Reference  Library. 
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BOOKS     FOR     HOLIDAY     WANDERINGS, 
FAR    AND     NEAR. 

Anglia  (East),    Highways  and   Byways  in,    by   W.    A. 

Dutt  ...  ...       "^ ■ 1187B 

Cathedrals  :  see  List  in  No.  2  of  "  Our  Library." 
Cots  wold  Village  (A)  :   Country  Life  in  Gloucestershire, 

by  J.  A.  Gibbs  1188B 

Cornwall  :    A  Week  at  the  Land's  End,  by  J.  T.  Blight     93SB 

A  Week  at  the  Lizard,  by  C.  A.  Johns  ...     309B 

Coventry  :  Life  in  an   Old  English   Town,    by   M.    D. 

Harris  1151B 

Dartmoor,  An  Exploration  of,  by  J.  L.  W,  Page         ...     72 9B 
Derbyshire,  Illustrated  Guide  to  (Black's)         ...  ...     615B 

Devon  and  Cornwall,  Highways  and  Byways  in,    by   A. 

H.  Norway 1183B 

Edinburgh,  Picturesque  Notes  on,  by  K.   L.    Stevenson     287B 
Exmoor,  An  Exploration  of,  by  J.  L.  W.  Page  ...      732B 

Hampshire,  Guide  to,  by  G.  A.  B.  Dewar        ...  ...   1341B 

Hebrides,  In  the,  by  C.  Gordon  Gumming        ...  ...      782B 

Iceland,  A  Girl's  Kide  in,  by  Mrs  Alec.  Tweedie         ...   1072B 
Ireland  (North)  :    Highways   and   Byways  in   Donegal 

and  Antrim,  by  S.   Gwynn...  ...  ...  ...    1182B 

Isle  of  Man,  Guide  to,  by  T.  E.  Brown  316B 

Italy  (Northern),  Handbook  for  Travellers  by  Baedeker     811B 
Lakes  (English),  Guide  to,  by  A.  E.  H.  Moncrieff      ...     929B 

Majorca,  Letters  from,  by  C.  W.  Wood  84:8B 

Midlands,  The  Story  of  the         1167B 

Norfolk,  Guide  to,  by  W.  A.  Dutt         13I2B 

Norway  :  Through  Norway   with   a  Knapsack,    by  W. 

M.  Williams ■"      ...     250B 

Norway  and  the  Norwegians,  by  C.  F.  Keary...   1153B 

Under  Northern  Skies,  by  C.  W.  Wood  ...     847B 

Paris,  Handbook  to,  by  A.  J.  C.  Hare 122B 

Eiviera,  The  Eock  Villages  of  the,  by  W.  Scott  ...     566B 

Stratford-on-Avon,  by  S.  Lee      731B 

Switzerland,  Savoy  and  Tyrol,  Handbook  for  Travellers, 

by  Baedeker 930B 

Tyrol,  Holidays  in  the,  by  Walter  White         93IB 

Wales  :    Highways  and  Byways  in  North   Wales,    by 

A.  G.  Bradley  118LB 

Warwickshire,  Illustrated  Guide  to  (Black's)    ...  ...     336B 

The  Way  about  Warwickshire,  bv  W.  A.  Better- 
worth  '.  993B 

Yorkshire,  Highways  and  Byways  in,  by  x\.  H.  Norway  1184B 
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THE  TEMPLE  CYCLOPiEDIC  PRIMERS. 

This  series  of  handy  little  books  on  a  wide  variety  of 
subjects  has  recently  been  placed  in  the  Lending  Library.  A 
list  of  those  already  published  and  included  in  the  Library 
will  better  serve  to  exemplify  the  character  of  the  series  than 
any  note,  but  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  "  Introduction  to 
Science  '"  mentioned  in  the  list  has  received  high  commenda- 
tion from  one  well  qualified  to  pass  an  opinion  on  the  subject : 

An  Introduction  to  Science.     Dr.  Alexander  Hill.     355D. 

A  History  of  Politics.     Professor  E.  Jenks.     93C. 

Roman  History.     Dr.  Julius  Koch.      1295B. 

Dante.     E.  G.  Gardner.      166L. 

The  History  of  the  English  Church.  Dean  Spence.  1293B. 

The  History  of  LaJnguage.     Henry  Sweet.     167L. 

The  Greek  Drama.     Lionel  D.  Barnett.     843L. 

The  Historv  of  South  Africa.  W.  Basil  Worsfold.  1296B. 

The  Civilisation  of  India.     Romesh  C.  Dutt.      1292B. 

The  Human  Frame  and  the  Laws  of  Health.  Drs. 
Kebmann  and  Seiler.     357D. 

Judgment  in  Literature.  (A  Handbook  of  Criticism.)  W. 
Basil  Worsfold.     842L. 

The  Civilisation  of  the  East.     Dr.  Hommel.      1291B. 

Greek  History.     Professor  Swoboda.      1294B. 

Modern  Chemistry.  Professor  Ramsay.  Part  I.  :  Theo- 
retical. 353D.     Part  II.  :   Systematic.  354D. 

International  Law.     F.   E.    Smith.     92C. 

First  Aid  to  the  Injured.     Dr.  Drinkwater.     352D. 

The  Child  :  His  Nature  and  Nurture.  W.  B.  Drummond. 
1054L. 


NOTES    FOR   THE    NOVEL=READER. 

^    m 

A  new  novel  by  the  author  of  "  The  Minister  of  State  " 
(3618E)  is  sure  of  a  welcome;  and  in  "The  Eternal  Quest" 
(1144E)  Mr.  J.  A.  Steuart  returns  to  his  native  Scotland  for 
the  scene  and  the  characters,  which  further  enhances  the 
interest  in  the  story.  But  he  takes  his  hero  far  from  home, 
and  ultimately  to  the  Transvaal,  during  the  present  war.  He 
is  already  the  second  novelist  who  has  made  use  of  the  tragic 
death  of  General  Wauchope,  as  those  who  have  read  these  notes 
will  remember. 

The  homely  scenes  of  American  life  which  foraied  the 
staple  of  Mrs.  Beecher  Stowe's  novels  have  lately  been  drawn 
upon  with   great  success   by  two   American   writers.     One   of 
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these,  the  late  Edward  Noyes  Westcott,  died  before  his  book, 
"  David  Harum  "  (634E),  saw  the  light,  but  he  has  left  us  a 
delightful  story  in  which  humour  and  pathos  are  deftly 
blended.  The  other,  Irving  Bacheller,  has  followed  in  the 
same  path,  and  his  "  Eben  Holden  (633E)  will  be  welcomed  by 
those  who  have  enjoyed  "  David  Harum  "  for,  although  it  can 
hardly  be  said  to  equal  Westcott's  book,  it  comes  very  near  it. 
Both  stories  are  rich  in  quaint  and  humorous  incidents  and 
characteristic  sayings. 

Sydney  C.  Grier's  novels,  with  two  exceptions,  fall  into 
two  consecutive  series — first,  what  may  be  called  the  Thracian 
Series^  consisting  of  "  An  Uncrowned  King  "  (3871E),  "  A 
Crowned  Queen"  (3875E),  and  ''Kings  of  the  East"  (3877E),, 
throughout  which  Queen  Ernestine  and  Cyril  Mortimer  are 
prominent  figures;  second,  the  Eastern  Series,  which  deal 
largely  with  the  diplomacy  of  British  envoys  in  special  missions 
to  places  off  the  main  line  of  inter-continental  travel.  Adven- 
tures are  to  the  adventurous,  and  the  personages  of  this  latter 
series  certainly  meet  with  their  share,  so  that  few  books  are 
capable  of  holding  their  readers  enthralled  to  the  last  chapter 
as  are  "  His  Excellency's  English  Governess  "  (3873E)  and 
"  Peace  with  Honour  "  (3874E).  To  these  have  now  been  added 
a  third,  7^he  Warden  of  the  Marches  (3839E),  which  gives  a, 
vivid  picture  of  life  and  adventure  at  a  British  station  on  the 
outposts  of  civilisation,  at  "  Khemistan,"  among  the  hill  tribes. 
Although  any  one  of  these  novels  may  be  read  and  enjoyed  inde- 
pendently of  the  series,  it  certainly  adds  to  the  interest  to  read 
them  in  the  order  here  given. 

In  Her  Majesty's  Minister  Mr.  Le  Queux  has  issued  in 
book  form  the  story  which  appeared  in  the  Woman  at  Home 
under  the  title,  ''  The  Shadow  of  a  Throne."  It  is  a  very 
fascinating  story  of  British  diplomacy,  the  scene  being  chiefly 
laid  at  the  British  Embassy  in  Paris,  and  will  be  found  to 
contain  many  curious  and  interesting  details  of  the  diplomatic 
service.  Le  Queux  seems  to  have  become  possessed  of  the 
mantle  of  Wilkie  Collins,  and  is  an  adept  at  weaving  most 
intricate  plots,  the  unravelling  of  which  requires  an  ingenuity 
equal  to  that  of  the  author  of  "  The  Moonstone  "  and  ''  The 
Woman  in  White." 

A  fairly  good  novel  of  adventure  is  The  Golden  Tooth 
(2273E),  by  J.  Maclaren  Cobban.  It  is  not  a  great  book,  but  it 
is  a  very  readable  one,  being  full  of  the  most  delightfully 
exciting  incidents,  and  will  interest  most  novel-readers  who 
prefer  adventure  to  psychology. 

Both  Joseph  and  Silas  Hocking  have  put  forth  novels 
during  the  quarter,  and  both  are  fairly  readable.  The  former, 
The  Madness  of  David  Baring  (1284E)  deals  with  the  troubles 


I 


35 


of  a  newly-made  millionaire,  and  gives  a  curious  picture  of  a 
Socialist  colony  and  its  eccentricities.  Tlie  Fate  of  EndiUoe 
(689E),  as  may  be  guessed,  is  a  Cornish  story  of  the  kind  with 
which  Silas  Hocking  has  made  us  familiar. 

Mr.  Rider  Haggard  has  broken  fresh  ground  in  Lysheili 
(3003E),  which  is  a  story  of  the  revolt  of  the  Dutch  against  the 
Spaniards,  treated  with  the  same  passionate  Protestantism  and 
vigorous  hatred  of  the  Don  that  characterised  Kingsley's  West- 
ward Ho.  It  is  a  long  book,  dealing  with  two  generations,  and 
full  of  incident.  There  are  many  exciting  moments  in  the  story, 
as  in  that  really  striking  scene  when  old  Martin,  with  his 
great  sword.  Silence,  awaits  with  Martha  and  the  young  man 
the  coming  of  the  Spaniards.  Mr.  Haggard  produces  the 
greatest  of  romantic  effects,  the  breathless  feeling  of  suspense. 

The  output  in  the  way  of  novels  of  the  quarter  seems  to  be 
largely  made  up  of  sensational  novels  of  one  kind  or  another. 
Headon  Hill's  new  story  The  Sentence  of  the  Court  (416E),  is 
frankly  of  this  character;  but  it  is  a  good  specimen  of  its  type, 
and  will  be  read  with  breathless  interest  from  beginning  to  end. 
It  is  cleverly  worked  out  and,  unlike  most  sensational  novels, 
is  no  mystery  at  all  to  the  reader,  who^  follows  the  incidents  as 
does  the  spectator  of  a  drama,  eager  to  see  wrongs  righted  and 
the  villain  of  the  story  foiled,  as,  of  course,  he  is  in  the  end. 
It  is  just  the  sort  of  book  to  take  away  on  a  holiday. 

One  often  feels,  in  turning  over  the  leaves  of  a  new  novel 
by  a  favourite  author,  how  much  better  he  has  done  in  the 
past,  and  the  mind  reverts  with  pleasure  to  the  earlier  books, 
with  their  freshness  and  vigour,  and  it  is  often  an  enjoyable 
experience  to  turn  back  and  re-peruse  some  old  favourite,  par- 
ticularly at  a  time  when  there  seems  to  be  a  dearth  of 
notable  novels  among  the  new  publications.  To  such  an  one, 
the  writer  of  these  notes  would  recommend  a  second  reading 
of  Blackmore's  Lorna  Boone  (503E),  The  Maid  of  Sl-er  (504E), 
and  that  fine  but  half-forgotten  romance  of  the  days  of  Nelson, 
Springhaven  (2118E);  James  Payn's  By  Frory  (2553E)  and 
The  Heir  of  the  Ages  (2565E) ;  David  Christie  Murray's  Way 
of  the  World  (2295E),  or  his  more  recent  This  Little  World 
(3962E) ;  or  some  of  those  delightful  early  novels  of  Thomas 
Hardy,  such  as  Far  from  the  Madding  Crowd  (2129E),  The 
Return  of  the  Native  (2127E),  and  A  Laodicean  (2165E).  If 
among  the  readers  of  these  notes  there  be  any  to  whom  these 
novels  are  at  present  unknown,  no  greater  kindness  can  be 
done  to  them  than  to  recommend  a  trial  of  some  of  them. 
Before  such  books  as  these  much  of  the  "  thin  "  fiction  of  the 
hour  pales  into  insignificance. 


36 
FOR    THE    BOYS    AND    GIRLS. 

Not  many  new  juvenile  books  have  been  added  to  the 
Library  this  quarter.  As  I  told  you  in  the  last  number,  there 
is  a  season  for  these  things,  and  that  season  is  over;  so  we 
must  wait  till  the  longer  evenings  come  for  new  books  by  your 
old  favourites.  Two  of  Henty's  older  books,  however,  have 
been  added,  which  may  be  new  to  you  :  A  Jacobite  Exile  (574F) 
and  With  Cochrane  the  J)aunt/e.ss  (57 IF);  also  a  very  interest- 
ing and  readable  book  about  Andrew  Jackson,  the  brave 
American  general  who  commanded  the  Confederate  or  Southern 
forces  ill  the  unhappy  War  of  Secession  about  forty  years  ago. 
This  is  by  Oliver  Dyer,  and  is  entitled  The  Boy  Patriot  (630F). 
If  you  read  "  Stonewall's  Scout,"  as  I  advised  you,  you  will 
remember  something  of  "  Stonewall  "  Jackson,  and  will  want 
to  read  this  true  story  of  that  general. 

Failing  new  books  in  Class  F,  I  must  direct  your  attention 
to  a  few  more  from  Class  E.  Have  you  ever  met  with  the 
name  of  Andreas  Hofer,  the  patriot  of  the  Tyrol?  Whether 
you  have  or  not,  I  would  recommend  you  to  read  two  books 
by  W.  Westall  which  tell  the  stirring  story  of  his  adventurous 
career;  the  first  is  "With  the  Red  Eagle"  (3419E),  and  a 
very  thrilling  tale  it  is;  and  the  sequel,  which  tells  of  the 
second  attack  on  the  brave  Tyrolers,  is  called  "  A  Red  Bridal  " 
(3440E).  When  you  have  read  these  I  think  you  will  want 
to  read  something  more  by  Westall ;  and  there  is  one  other 
which  will  be  enjoyed  by  all  the  older  boys,  "  For  Honour  and 
Life  "  (3417E),  which  tells  of  the  hair-breadth  escapes  of  one 
of  the  Swiss  Guards  during  the  French  Revolution. 

As  boys  are  generally  fond  of  historical  tales,  I  may  safely 
recommend  Edna  Lyall's  In  the  GoJden  DaijH  (2518  and  2542E), 
for  I  should  be  sorry  for  any  boy  who  could  not  follow  with 
keen  interest  the  hero,  Hugo  Wharncliffe,  through  his  various 
adventures  and  perils  in  the  troubled  times  of  Charles  II, 

A  wonderfully  interesting  story  of  adventure  and  peril  in 
these  times  in  which  we  live  is  Conan  Doyle's  Tragedy  of  the 
Koroi^lo  (3195E),  the  story  of  a  company  of  tourists  up  the 
Nile  who  were  made  prisoners  by  a  band  of  dervishes,  which 
holds  the  interest  of  the  reader  to  the  very  last  page.  Have 
you  read  The  Great  Sliadow  (3183E),  by  the  same  author? 
This,  too,  you  will  greatlv  enjoy,  and  will  be  enabled  to  enter 
into  the  details  of  the  great  historic  fight  at  Waterloo. 

I  wish  the  printer  would  give  me  more  space.  There  are 
quite  a  number  of  good  stories  I  want  to  tell  you  of.  Have 
you  read  The  Prince  and  the  Pauper  (1900E),  by  Mark  Twain? 
If  not,  put  it  down  on  your  next  list,  and  you  will  not  regret 
doing  so  when  you  get  it.  Several  of  Crockett's  books  are  also 
first-class  reading  for  boys,  particularly  Kit  Kennedy  (3995E), 
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leg  Kelly  (3608E),  and  The  Baider>i  (3340E)  the  latter  being 
a  very  delightful  story  of  adventure.  The  boy  who  likes  stories 
of  the  Jules  Venie  order  will  enjoy  Mr.  StraiKjers  Sealed 
PaA-et,  by  H.  MacColl  (277 IE),  which  tells  of  the  hero's 
strange  jouniey  to  Mars  and  what  he  saw  there. 

Girls  who  read  these  notes  may  ask  if  they  are  to'  be  left 
out  in  the  cold.  Well,  I  know  some  schoolgirls  are  as  fond  of 
books  of  adventure  as  boys,  and  these  notes  may  be  taken 
advantage  of  by  them  also.  I  should  also-  like  to  remind  them 
of  some  of  the  enjoyable  stories  by  Hesba  Stretton  which  are 
to  be  found  in  Class  E,  and  the  very  readable  stories  written 
by  Mrs.  Searle  (formerly  resident  in  this  neighbourhood). 
These  latter  are  Paul  Haddon  (16e9E),  Redcar  Lee  (1667E), 
Sarah  Deck's  Victory  (1670E),  and  Somebody  and  Nobody 
(1668E).  There  are  several  authors,  whose  names  they  will 
find  in  the  Fiction  catalogue,  whose  books  will  be  found  very 
pleasant  reading  and  eminently  suitable  for  girls,  such  as 
Blanche  Atkinson,  Maggie  Symington,  Miss  E.  M.  Sewell,  and 
Evelyn  Everitt  Green.  Such  books  as  Miss  Bayly's  Zachary 
Brftuyli'.^  Venture  (3551E),  and  its  sequel,  Forest iryk  (3554E), 
and  Don  (367 IE)  and  Pomona  (3672E),  by  the  author  of  Tip 
Cat,  will  also  be  read  with  great  pleasure. 

As  usual,  very  little  room  is  left  to  talk  about  more  "solid'' 
books.  Boys  and  girls  who  are  beginning  to  take  an  interest 
in  science  will  find  in  Agnes  Giberne's  Sun,  Moon  and  Stars 
(632D),  This  Wonderful  Universe  (424D),  and  The  World's 
Foundations  (637D)  some  very  delightful  chapters,  written  in 
a  fascinating  manner.  Sir  R.  S.  Ball's  Star-Land  (631D)  is 
also  exceedingly  good,  and  many  boys  will,  I  am  sure,  read  with 
great  pleasure  The  Story  of  a  Tinder  Bor,  by  Professor  Tidy 
(635D).  It  suggests  some  very  interesting  experiments.  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  old-established  favourite,  Professor  Pepper's 
Boys'  Book  of  Science  (83D)  has  been  republished  and  "brought 
up-to-date,"  as  we  say  now-a-days.  A  new  generation  of  boys 
will,  I  hope,  take  as  great  delight  in  this  book  as  those  boys  did 
wlio  are  now  beginning  to  find  grey  hairs  and  bald  patches  on 
their  heads. 

My  list  of  books  of  travel  must  be  short  this  time.  Frosts 
Half -Hours  tvith  Early  Explorers  (482B),  The  Voyages  of 
Captain  Cook  (346B),  W.  Clark  Russell's  Voyage  to  the  Cape 
(788B),  and  Kingston's  Great  African  Travellers  (31 7B)  are  all 
books  which  you  may  read  with  pleasure,  none  the  less  because 
you  are  gaining  information  at  the  same  time.  The  older  boys 
will  follow  with  zest  the  adventures  of  Winston  S.  Churchill 
after  his  escape  from  imprisonment  at  Pretoria.  These  may 
be  read  in  his  book  entitled,  "  London  to  Ladysmith,  via 
Pretoria   "  (1269B). 
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ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LENDING  LIBRARY  SINCE  THE  CATALOGUE. 


FICTION.  -~(  Continued. ) 

Doyle  (A.  C),  A  Duet         2735E 

The  Green  Flag,  and  other  Stories  ...  ...   3794E 

Drummond  (H.),  For  the  Religion.      [Coligny]      ...  ...   3977E 

A  King's  Pawn.     [Henry  of  NavarreJ       2104E 

Englishwoman's  Love  Letters,  An  ...  ...  ...  ...    131 9E 

Farjeon  (B.  L.),  Blade  o'  Grass        ;      644E 

Fenn  (G.  M.),  Black  Blood 2646E 

Commodore  Junk    ...  .,.  ...  ...  ...    2645E 

High  Play 3646E 

■ In  Jeopardy  :    Short  Stories  ...  ...  ...    2639E 

Running  Amok        ..  ...  ..  ...  ...    •2622E 

- — — -  The  Story  of  Antony  Grace  ...  ...  ...   3649E 

The  Vibart  Affair  3648E 

A  Woman  Worth  Winning  3647E 

Fletcher  (J.  S.),  The  Three  Days'  Terror 1268E 

For  Britain's  Soldiers  2133E 

Stories  by  Besant,  Crockett,  Hornuiig,  Kipling, 
and  others.  Published  in  aid  of  the  .Soldiers' 
Relief  Fund. 

Fowler  (E.  H.),  A  Corner  of  the  West       3943E 

Fowler  (E.  T.),  Concerning  Isabel  Carnaby  3971E 

A  Double  Thread 3972  &  3973E 

The  Farringdons      ...  ...  ...  ...  ...   3969E 

Sirius,  and  other  Stories     ...  ...  ...  ...    1481E 

Eraser  (Mrs.  H. ),  The  Looms  of  Time         1 980E 

Frith  (VV.),  The  Sack  of  Monte  Carlo         1845E 

Gerard  (Morice),  A  Man  of  the  Moment      ..  1425E 

Gilchrist  (R.  M.),  Willowbrake.     (A  Peakland  Story)     ..     3949E 

Gillie  (E.  A.),  A  Comrade's  Troth    .  680E 

Gladstone  (L.),  A^eil  Macleod  :    A  Tale  of  Literary  Life  in 

London ' 3789E 

Glanville  (E.),  The  Despatch  Rider.     (The  Boer  War)     ...     296E 
Godfrey  (H.),  The  Rejuvenation  of  Miss  Semaphore         ...    1815E 

Gould  (S.  Baring),  Bladys  of  the  Stewponey  3848E 

A  Tale  of  Kinver  and  its  Rock  DwelHngs. 

Domitia        3588E 

The  Frobishers         3849E 

A  Story  of  the  Staffordshire  Potteries. 
Gras   (Felix\    The   Terror  :     A    Romance    of    the   French 

Revolution         3674E 

Gray  (Maxwell),  The  House  of  Hidden  Treasure 3487E 

■ The  World's  Mercy,  etc 2623E 

~ Ribstone  Pippins  :    A  Country  Tale  ..  ...   3490E 
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Green  (A.. K.),  Marked  "Personal"            2176E 

Green  (E.  E.),  In  Cloister  and  Court          (363E 

The  Master  of  Fernlmrst                 ...          ...          ...  662E 

The  Sign  of  the  Red  Cross             3866E 

A  Tale  of  the  Plague  and  Fire  of  London. 

Grier  (S.  C),  A  Crowned  Queen     ..           3875E 

Sequel  to  "  An  Uncrowned  Queen." 

The  Kings  of  the  East ''                               3877E 

Sequel  to  "  A  Crowned  Queen." 

Like  Another  Helen            3876E 

The  Warden  of  the  Marches           3839E 

Sequel  to  "  Peace  with  Honour." 

Griffiths  (Major  A.),  The  Brand  of  the  Broad  Arrow        ...  650E 

Griffiths  (G.),  Knaves  of  Diamonds.     (Tales)         ...          ...  3933E 

Gunter  (A.  C),  Don  Balasco  of  Key  West               y589E 

First  of  the  English             2585E 

The  King's  Stockbroker i^594E 

A  Lost  American                 ...          ..           2596E 


Haggard  (H   R.),  Black  Heart  and  White  Heart,  etc        ...    3060E 
Dr  Therne  ...    3058E 

Lysbeth  :    A  Tale  of  the  Dutch  3003E 

Swallow  :    A  Tale  of  the  Great  Trek  3059E 

Harraden  (B.),  The  Fowler  3146E 

Hilda  Strafford  ;  and  The  Remittance  Man  ...   3144E 

Harte  (Bret),  From  Sandhill  to  Pine  1827E 

Mr.  Jack  Hamlin's  Mediation,  etc.  1826  ]<: 

Tales  of  Trail  and  Town 182r)E 

Hatton  (J.),  The  Vicar  1040E 

When  Rogues  Fall  Out      1039E 

Hay  ward  (W   S.),  The  Secret  Seven  U6E 

Henty  (G.  A.),  Colonel  Thorndyke'«  Secret  3100K 

Hewlett  (M.),  The  Forest  Lovers 3812E 

Richard  Yea-and-Nay.     (Coeur  de  Leon)    ..  ...   3814E 

Hickson  t  Mrs.  M,),  Concerning  Teddy  ...  ...    3979E 

Chronicles  of  Teddy's  Village         ...  ...   3982E 

Hilary  (Max),  The  Blue  Flag.     (Monmouth's  Rebellion)  ...   3925E 
Hill  (Headon),  Cabinet  Secrets  ^  ..     3940E 

Caged  :    The  Romance  of  a  Lunatic  Asykim  .     3990E 

The  Sentence  of  the  Court  .  ...  ...      416E 

The  Shadow  of  the  Bear.   (China) 3939E 

Spectre  Gold      (The  Klondyke) 3937E 

Spies  of  the  Wight  3938E 

Hinkson  (H.  A.),  The  King's  Deputy  :  A  Romance  (Ireland 

I8tli  Century) 1778E 

Hobbes  (J.  0.),  Robert  Orange  3653E 

Sequel  to  "  The  School  for  Saints." 
Hocking  (Jos.),  Jabez  Easterbrook  ...  ...   371 8E 

The  Madness  of  David  Barinir       1 284E 
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Hocking  (Jos.),  Mistress  JS"ancy  Molesworth  ...  ...   3709E 

The  Purple  Robe ...3739E 

The  Scarlet  Woman  3741E 

The  Weapons  of  Mystery 3724E 

Zillah  :    A  Romance  3722E 

Hocking  (S.  K.),  Cricket  695E 

The  Day  of  Recompense 3919E 

The  Fate  of  Endilloe  689E 

^  God's  Outcast  3918E 

Strange  Adventures  of  Israel  Pendray       ...  ...   3920E 

Tales  of  a  Tin  Mine  731E 

To  Pay  the  Price  715E 

When  Life  is  Young  3852E 

Holds  worth  (Annie  E.),  The  Valley  of  the  Great  Shadow  2625E 
Holland  (J.  G.),  Paul  Benedict.     (The  Story  of  Sevenoaks)     696E 

Hope  (A.),  The  King's  Mirror  3908E 

Mr  Witt's  Widow 3907E 

Quisant^  3888E 

Rupert  of  TIentzau  ...  . .  3905  ^  390GE 

Sequel  to  "  The  Prisoner  of  Zenda." 

Hopkins  (Tighe),  Nell  Haffenden  3322E 

Hornung  (E.  W.),  The  Amateur  Cracksman  ...  ..     3998E 

The  Belle  of  Toorak  1026E 

Dead  Men  Tell  no  Tales 3854E 

Peccavi         1025E 

Horsley  (R  ),  Stonewall's  Scout       ..  3813E 

Hume  (Fergus),  The  Clock  Struck  One      3976E 

The  Harlequin  Opal  1940E 

The  Lady  from  Nowhere 3327E 

The  Red-Headed  Man         3830E 

Wnom  God  hath  Joined       1562E 

Hyne  (Cutcliffe),  Adventures  of  Captain  Kettle     ...  ...   3934E 

— The  Captured  Cruiser         3921E 

Further  Adventures  of  Captain  Kettle      ...  ...   3935E 

The  Filibusters  3862E 

The  Paradise  Coal  Boat,   etc 3926E 

Stimson's  Reef         3924E 

Jacobs  (W.  W.),  A  Master  of  Craft  3964E 

Sea  Urchins.     (Stories)       3958E 

James  (H. ),  The  Two  Magics  2760E 

Jane   F.  T.),  The  Port  Guard  Ship 3 IE 

Johnson  (M.),  By  Order  of  the  Company 3870E 

Johnstone  (D.  L.),  A  Soldier  of  the  Legion  ...  ...   3679E 

The  White  Princess  of  the  Hidden  City 3680E 

Keary  (C.  F.),  The  Journalist  ...      ' 3978E 

Keightley  (S   R.),  The  Silver  Cross  :    A  Romance            ...   3694E 
Kernahan  (C),  Scoundrels  and  Co.  1432E 


Vanished      Bits     of     Old     Aston. 
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Students   of   Theology    will   probably    have 

Additions  to      noticed     some     important     additions     to     the 

the  "Theology"     "Theology"  Section  in  the  Lists  of  Additions 

Section.  in  the  Lending  Department.     The  late  Canon 

Liddon's    Sermons  at    St    Paul's,   for  Advent 

(559a),   Passiontide  (561a),  and  Easter  (562a), — five  volumes  in 

all,  and  his   "  Clerical  Life  and  Work "  (664:a),  are  among  the 

number.       The  last-named  volume    includes   sermons    on  Bishop 

Samuel  Wilberforce,  John  Keble,   and  Edward  Bouverie  Pusey, 

as  well  as  a  series  of  discourses  on  various  aspects  of  the   clerical 

life.    These  works,  together  with  the  series  of  "Commentaries  on  St. 

Paul's  Epistles"  (546-9a), — from  Romans  to  Philemon— by  the  Rev. 

J.  Agar  Beet,  and  Bishop  Westcott's  "  Historic  Faith  "  (556a),  and 

"  The  Revelation  of  the  Father  (557a),  and  several  other  recent 

volumes,  have  been   placed  in   the   Lending  Department,  to   the 

great  satisfaction  of  many  who  make  good  use  of  this  section,  while 

the    important    "  Commentary    on   the    Psalms "   compiled   from 

Primitive  and  Mediaeval  writers,  by  Drs.  Neale  and  Littledale,  has 

been  added  to  the  fine  collection  of  Commentaries  in  the  Reference 

Library. 

The  "  Local  Notes  and  Queries  "  column  of 

Local  Notes      the  Weekly  Post  was  the  repository  of  thousands 

and  Queries.      of  interesting  facts  and  notes  in  reference    to 

An  interesting    local  archaeology  and  folk-lore,  and  many  readers 

collection.        must  have  regretted  the  general  inaccessibility 

of  this  storehouse  of  information,  buried  as  it 

is    in    the    files    of    the    newspaper.     Thanks,    however,    to    the 

generosity  of  one  of  the  best   known  contributors  to  the  column, 

Mr.  R.  B.  Prosser,  of  the  Patent  Office,  this  collection  has  now  been 

placed  at  the  service  of  our  readers  in  a  compact  and  portable  form. 

From  the  year  1877 — when  the  last  series  began — Mr.  Prosser  had 

carefully  preserved  the   "  Notes  and  Queries  "  columns  and  had 

th^m  neatly    mounted  in   ordinary  4to.  form,  binding  them  into 

volumes,  each  containing  four  years  issues,  and  preparing  a  MS. 

table  of  contents  and  title  page  for  each  ;  and  on  the  completion  of 

the  series  edited  by  Mr.  Sam  Timmins,  established  in  June,  1899. 

treated  the   "  Midland  Notes  and  Queries "  which  followed,  and 
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continued  until  May,  1901,  in  the  same  manner.  This  handsome 
collection  has  been  most  generously  presented  by  Mr.  Prosser  to 
this  library,  and  may  be  consulted  by  readers  in  the  Reference 
Department.  It  may  be  said  with  almost  certainty  that  not  more 
than  half  a  dozen  such  sets  are  in  existence,  and  Aston  owes  a  debt 
of  gratitude  to  the  donor.  What  these  six  volumes  contain  would 
be  difficult  to  enumerate.  Mr.  Prosser's  own  valuable  notes  on 
local  archaeology  and  industrial  history  are  here.  Mr.  Joseph  Hill's 
valuable  papers  on  the  story  of  old  Birmingham  streets,  and  on  the 
Heaths  which  surrounded  the  old  town ;  "  Gilbert  Gerard's " 
priceless  transcripts  from  the  Hamper  papers  and  other  documents 
in  the  Staunton  Collection  ;  the  pleasant  gossipy  contributions  of 
"  Father  Frank  " — better  known  to  Aston  people  as  Absolom 
Peers  ;  the  many  valuable  papers  by  Dr.  Langford,  and,  in  fact, 
the  gleanings  and  recollections  of  every  lover  of  old  Birmingham 
who  found  in  the  well-known  column  a  repository  for  the  preser- 
vation of  "  Local  Notes  and  Queries  "  of  every  kind  during  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century. 

No   section  of    the    Reference    Library   has 
Chapman's        been  built   up   with   more  constant   care   and 
Homer.  attention  than  that  of  Poetry  and  the  Drama, 

which  now  contains  a  really  valuable  collection 
of  fine  standard  editions.  Among  recent  additions  is  a  copy  of  the 
wonderful  translation  of  Homer,  by  George  Chapman— one  of  the 
bright  galaxy  of  Elieabethian  poets  and  dramatists.  This  quaint 
and  vigorous  work  has  been  the  delight  of  all  lovers  of  true 
poetry  in  each  succeeding  age.  Breathing  the  spirit  of  poetry 
more  than  of  pedantry,  it  has  enriched  our  language  with  many  fine- 
sounding  epithets.  Coleridge  has  declared  it  to  be  "as  truly 
original  a  poem  as  the  *  Faerie  Queene,' "  and  this  rough  old 
version  was  one  of  the  chief  favourites  of  Charles  Lamb.  John 
Keats  has  sung  its  praise  in  the  following  sonnet,  written  after  a 
night  spent  in  reading  it  in  company  with  Charles  Cowden  Clarke: 

Much  have  I  travell'd  in  the  realms  of  gold. 

And  many  goodly  states  and  kingdoms  seen  ; 

Round  many  western  islands  have  I  been 
Which  bards  in  fealty  to  Apollo  hold. 
Oft  of  one  wide  expanse  had  I  been  told 

That  deep-brow'd  Homer  rul'd  as  his  demesne ; 

Yet  did  I  never  breathe  its  pure  serene 
Till  I  heard  Chapman  speak  out  loud  and  bold  : 
Then  felt  I  like  some  watcher  of  the  skies 

When  a  new  planet  swims  into  his  ken  ; 
Or  like  stout  Cortez  when  with  eagle  eyes 

He  star'd  at  the  Pacific- -and  all  his  men 
Look'd  at  each  other  with  a  wild  surmise — 

Silent,  upon  a  peak  in  Darien. 
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Among  the  many  writers  of  books  on  the 
A  Writer  for  conduct  of  life  few  hold  so  deservedly  high  a 
Young  Men.  place  as  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Dawson,  author  of 
The  Threshold  of  Alanho'  d,  (975l),  and  llie 
Making  of  Manhood,  (97  1l).  These  books  deal  with  the 
intellectual  difficulties  which  come  to  every  man  when  the 
pulses  of  his  heart  first  throb  the  eternal  **  why  ? "  at  the 
surrounding  universe.  They  are  full  of  a  fine  manly  vigour, 
simply  and  convincingly  expressed,  and  are  not  written  to  advance 
the  interests  of  any  particular  creed.  Their  aim  is  rather  at  the 
great  fundamentals  of  all  religion  and  belief,  the  nobility  of  a  life 
well  lived.  A  word  may  also  be  added  in  reference  to  his  work  in 
another  direction — that  of  literary  history  and  criticism.  To  the 
student  of  the  literature  of  the  nineteenth  century  his  Makers  of 
Modern  English  (826l),  which  deals  with  the  poets  of  the  century, 
and  his  M'ike'S  of  Modern  Pn/sn  (965l),  may  be  heartily  recom- 
mended, and  a  third  volume  is  announced  completing  this  study, 
The  Makers  of  Modern  Ficiion,  which  when  ready  will  also  be 
added  to  the  Library.  Besides  these  he  has  written  Ques^^  and 
Vision  (973l),  an  interesting  volume  of  essays  on  life  as  well  as 
literature  a  volume  of  poems,  and  several  thoughtful  works  in  the 
domain  of  fiction  and  parable,  which  will  be  found  in  the  Catalogue 
and  Supplementary  Lists  of  Fiction.  He  is  a  sure  pilot  to  anyone 
wishing  to  lind  the  true  channel  among  the  shoals  and  backwaters 
in  this  age  of  the  multiplicity  of  books. 

It  lias  been  said  with  truth  that  most  of  us 
American  Books  know  much  more  about  far-off  places  and 
about  England,  foreign  countries  than  we  do  of  our  own 
neighbourhood  ;  and  the  reason  for  this  is  that 
it  is  so  familiar  that  we  are  unable  rightly  to  comprehend  it. 
V\'e  need  the  eye  of  the  v/ell  intentioned  stranger  to  note  its 
features,  and  this  is  why  we  find  American  books  about  England 
so  attractive.  For  ns  in  this  neighbourhocd  no  work  of  this 
character  can  be  so  perennially  attractive  as  gentle  Elihu  Burritt's 
*'  Walks  in  the  Black  Country  and  its  Green  Borderland  "  (329b). 
The  kindly  old  man,  whom  many  of  ns  remember  as  the  United 
States  Consul  in  Birmingham,  was  in  the  habit  of  going  about 
with  his  eyes  open  to  all  that  was  best  in  the  neighbourhood  and 
the  people,  and  to  this  day  his  charming  volume  is  the  best 
hand-book  to  read  on  your  way  to  Lichfield  or  Stratford,  or  other 
places  of  interest  within  reach.  For  although,  for  the  purpose  of 
his  government,  he  deals  very  fully  with  Birmingham  and  its 
institutions,  and  the  toilers  in  the  Black  Country,  he  leaves  an 
ample  margin  of  green  borderland,  extending  for  many  miles  on 
every  side,  wherein  he  may  ramble  at  pleasure,  and  gives  charming 
descriptions  of  picturesque  places  round  about  us.  Many  things 
have   changed,   and  the  ever  out-reaching  arms  of  the  town  have 
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spoiled  many  delightful  spots,  however,  since  he  wrote  of  them. 
Listen  to  his  description  of  Aston  as  he  saw  it — "The  park  con- 
tains forty-two  acres  affording  sufficient  space  for  recreation,  while 
it  is  so  situated  as  to  appear  only  the  central  point  of  view  to  a 
park  of  a  dozen  miles  in  extent,  picturesquely  wooded  and  dashed 
with  gleams  of  water  pleasantly  interspersed  with  the  green  and 
gold  of  the  variegated  landscape."  Where  are  these  miles  of 
picturesque  beauty  now  1 

Another  American  who  has  some  pleasant  things  to  say  of  the 
old  country  is  Richard  Grant  White,  the  able  Shakespearian 
editor,  who  came  to  England  in  1876,  and  wrote  a  very  interesting 
account  of  the  places  he  visited  and  the  people  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact,  the  differences  of  speech,  the  softening  effect  of 
the  climate  both  on  scenery  and  on  the  speech  and  song  of  the 
people.  He  was  naturally  attracted  to  this  neighbourhood  and 
gives  a  characteristically  American — but  not  ill-natured — descrip- 
tion of  "  the  Heart  of  England  "  His  book,  "  England,  Without 
and  Within  "  (833l),  is  one  which,  once  taken  up,  is  not  easy  to 
lay  aside,  and  will  help  the  reader  to  know  more  of  our  own 
country.  There  are  also  several  other  works  of  this  character 
written  by  authors  of  eminence,  such  as  Nathaniel  Hawthorne's 
"Our  Old  Home"(705L),  and  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes'  "Our 
Hundred  Days  in  Europe"  (803b),  William  Winter's  "  Shakes- 
peare's England "  (657l),  which  would  afford  a  very  pleasant 
variation  in  the  round  of  novel-reading;  and  might  be  read  with 
advantage  by  home-keeping  folk  who  love  their  island  home. 

Professor    Windle's    little    book   on    "  The 

A  "Little         Malvern  Country"  (1340b),  will  be  welcomed 

Guide."  by  all  who  know  this  picturesque  and  historically 

interesting  district.     It  is  just  the  book  to  slip 

in  the  pocket  on  a  half-day  excursion  or  to  read  while  dwelling  m 

the   memory  on  holiday  excursions  past  and  done  with  for  1901. 

It  has  some  pretty  illustrations  by  Mr.  E.  H.  JS^'ew.    If  all  guide  books 

were  like   this  they  might  very  naturally  find  their  way  to  the 

library  shelves  after  doing  duty  as  companions  on  the  journey. 

Another   book    of    local   interest,    copies  of 

Shakespeare's     which  have  recently  been  placed  in  both  depart- 

Avon.  ments  of  the  Library,  is  Mr.  Charles  Showell's 

"  Shakespeare's  Avon,  from  Source  to  Severn." 

This  handsome    volume  is   enriched  with  180  illustrations  from 

drawings  by  the  author,  depicting  the  chief  objects  of  interest  and 

the  most  picturesque  "  bits  "  on  this  historic  stream.     As  may  be 

expected  there  are  many  views  of  the  home  of  Shakespeare  and  its 

surroundings,  but  ample  justice  is  also  done  in  the  sketches  to  other 

historic  places  by  Avon's  banks,  such  as  Naseby,  Warwick,  Salford 

Priors,  Evesham,  Tewkesbury,  and  places  of  lesser  note;  and  one 

could  not  wish  for  a  more  artistic  souvenir  of  the  pleasant  spots 

and  famous  places  in  our  own  and  neighbouring  counties. 
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A  number  ot  "great  little  books  "  which  have  hitherto  been 
lacking  in  the  Lending  Library  have  been  added  during  the  present 
month.  Among  these  are  Lessing's  "  Nathan  the  Wise  (329p). 
"The  Meditations  of  Marcus  Aurelius "  (471a),  Sir  Thomas 
Browne's  "  Religio  Medici,"  and  "Urn  Burial"  (469a),  Heine's 
"  Art  and  Letters,"  and  a  small  volume  of  Ibsen,  containing  his 
"Pillars  of  Society,"  "Ghosts,"  and  "An  Enemy  of  Society." 
Among  more  important  works  recently  added  may  be  mentioned 
"The  Life  of  Thomas  Henry  Huxley"  (2  vols.),  Cassell's 
"  Pictorial  History  of  the  Boer  War,"  Frazer's  "  Golden  Bough  " 
(2  vols.),  the  third  and  fourth  volumes  of  McCarthy's  *  History 
of  the  Four  Georges,"  Clodd's  "  Pioneers  of  Evolution,"  "  The  Men 
of  the  Merchant  Service,"  by  F.  T.  Bullen,  and  "  The  Map  of 
Life,"  by  W.  E.  H.  Lecky. 

Rather  more  space  than  usual  is  devoted  in  this  issue  to  the 
list  of  additions,  in  order  that  the  Fiction  section  might  be  com- 
pleted. A  further  list  of  French  books  is  also  given  ;  and  in  the 
next  number  a  list  of  additions  in  other  sections  will  be  given. 
When  once  the  list  of  additions  is  thus  completed,  it  Avill  be  easy 
to  print  full  lists  of  new  books  added  during  the  quarter  in  each 
number  of  "Our  Library." 


WORKS     IN     FRENCH. 

The  following   have   recently  been   added  to  this  section    of 
the  Lending  Library. 

Boisgobey  (F.  du),  Acquittee  1593E 

La  Bande  Rouge I579E 

Aventures  d'une  jeune  fille  pendant  la  siege   et 
sous  la  commune. 

Bouvier  (A.),  Les  Yeux  de  Velours  ..  ...  ...  1581E 

Buet  (Ch.),  La  Princesse  Gisele  1 57 7E 

Claretie  (J.),  Candidat  !       ...  ...  1683E 

Daudet  (A.),  La  Petite  Paroisse      1676E 

Soutien  de  Famille  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  1682E 

Delpit  (E.),  Sans  Merci       ...  .  1574E 

Ecilaw  (Ary),  Le  Roi  de  Thessalie 1634E 

Feval  (P.),  Les  Habits  Noirs  1597E 

Halevy  (L.),  Criquette  1608E 

Manzoni  (A.),  Les  Fiances  ...  ...  ...  ...  1693E 

Merouvel  (C.',  La  Roche  Sanglaiite  .  1685E 

Ohnet  (G.),  La  Tenebreuse 1629E 

Peyrebrune  (G.  de).  Mademoiselle  de  Tremor        ..  ...  1631E 

Rabusson  (H.),  Prejuge? 1688E 

Sageret  (J.),  L'Orchidee  1698E 

Tinseau  (L.  de),  Vers  I'Ideal  L697E 
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NOTES    FOR    THE    NOVEL-READER. 

Most  people  are  aware  that  there  are  two  Winston  Churchilla. 
The  son  of  the  late  Lord  Eandolph  Churchill  (who  is  differentiated 
frqm  his  Amercan  namesake  by  the  possession  of  a  second 
Christian  name),  it  is  said,  helped  the  sale  of  the  other  Winston's 
first  novel,  Richard  Carvel  (68  1e),  by  the  reputation  of  his  South 
African  adventures,  but  the  author  of  that  novel  dops  not  now 
stand  in  need  of  adventitious  aid  from  the  intrepid  Englishman. 
Richard  Carvel  was  a  fine  novel,  but  its  successor,  The  CiHsis 
(684e),  marks  a  great  advance  even  on  that.  It  is  a  story  of  the 
Southern  States,  and  of  the  period  immediately  pr^'ceding  the 
Secession,  and  during  the  war  which  followed.  The  reader  is 
enabled  to  look  on  at  the  earlier  stages  of  that  struggle,  through 
the  eyes  of  the  Southern  aristocracy,  the  descendants  of  the  great 
■colonial  families  whose  affairs  form  the  topic  of  the  earlier  novel. 
We  get  glimpses  of  the  great  leaders,  Lincoln,  Grant,  Sherman, 
and  others,  and  vivid  pictures  of  the  war  from  the  outlook  of  one 
who,  while  belonging  hy  birth  and  associations  to  the  ^outh,  had 
cast  in  his  lot  with  the  North.  The  whole  story  is  pervad^^d  by 
the  romantic  atmosphere  of  old  Virginia,  and  is  redolent  of  the 
humour  as  well  as  of  the  pathos  of  that  distressing  period  in  the 
later  history  of  America. 

Li  ''Cinderella"  (4001e),  Mr.  Crockett  has  returned  to  his 
^)eloved  Galloway  hills,  and  has  given  us  a  very  pretty  Scottish 
variation  of  the  old  fairy-tale  His  heroine  is  the  counterpart  of 
the  maiden  of  the  kitchen,  richly  dowered  (by  no  fniry  godmother) 
with  the  rarest  rubies,  which  play  an  important  part  in  the  story. 
How  these  precious  possessions  became  lost  to  her,  hidden  far 
behind  a  plentiful  store  of  honey — from  the  first  jars  of  early 
spring,  tinged  with  the  green  of  the  season,  to  the  brown,  delicious 
autumn  sweets  with  the  "  tang  of  the  heather  "  in  them — and  all 
that  befel  them,  the  reader  who  enters  upon  this  delightful  novel 
will  not  fail  to  discover.  What  a  pity  that  the  author  should  ever 
wander  away  from  his  chosen  land  of  romance  to  revel  in  the 
horrors  of  red  axes  and  silver  skulls,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  outworn 
paraphernalia  of  melodrama  ! 

Mr.  J.  MacLaren  Cobban  has  broken  new  ground,  as  far  as  he 
is  concerned,  in  his  latest  novel,  I'd  Cronms  Resign  (402  1e),  which 
seenx  to  have  been  inspired  in  an  equal  degree  by  Anthony  Hope 
and  William  Black.  It  deals  with  one  of  the  "  high  personages  of 
state  "  so  frequently  to  be  found  in  recent  novels,  but  the  scene  is 
no  imaginary  Ruritania  or  Thracia,  but  is  located  among  the  salmon 
streams  and  deer-forests  of   Scotland,  and  many  of  its  incidental 
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episodes  might  have  come  straight  out  of  the  pages  of  Black.  The 
story  is  pure  comedy  ;  unforced  and  natural  throughout,  it  ripples 
with  genuine  fun. 

As  we  have  entered  upon  the  autumn  publishing  season  new 
novels  by  old  favourites  have  begun  to  make  their  appearance. 
Two  copies  of  The  Eternal  City  have  been  placed  in  the  library,  and 
v-ill  doubtless  be  in  great  demand,  needing  no  word  of  commend- 
ation here.  Rudyard  Kipling's  Kim^  Max  Pemberton's  Gianfs 
Gate.  Sir  Walter  Besant's  last  book,  The  L<irly  of  Lynn,  Anthony 
Hope's  Tristram  of  Blpnt,  Silas  Hocking's  Aioakening  of  Anthony 
Weir,  and  other  popular  novels  have  also  made  their  appearance  ; 
and  new  stories  may  be  expected  within  the  next  few  weeks  from 
Edna  Lyall,  Joseph  Hocking.  Ralph  Connor,  Amy  le  Feuvre, 
H.  G.  Wells,  William  Le  Queux,  and  other  favourite  authors. 

In  the  rush  of  new  novels  some  old  favourites  are  apt  to  be 
overlooked  and  forgotten.  The  pleasant  novels  of  Beatrice  Whitby 
and  Graham  Travers  are  among  those  which  have  suffered  un- 
deserved neglect  of  late,  and,  as  it  seems  a  pity  such  books  as 
"  The  Awakening  of  Mary  Fenwick  "  and  "  Mona  Maclean  "  should 
lie  idly  on  the  shelves,  this  note  is  penned  in  the  hope  that  more 
of  our  readers  may  make  their  acquaintance.  By  the  way,  do 
those  who  have  already  read  and  enjoyed  the  Jast  named  work, 
know  of  the  later  novel  by  Graham  Travers,  "  Windyhaugh  ?" 
This  is  fully  equal  in  interest  to  "  Mona  Maclean."  but  it  appears 
to  be  little  known  to  readers. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  ground  of  objection  among 
borrowers  to  little  books  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  exists, 
and  the  remark  "  I  didn't  think  it  was  so  small,  I'll  take  something 
else,"  is  frequently  heard  when  one  has  unwittingly  put  down  one 
of  these  small  books  on  his  or  her  list.  In  many  instances  the 
borrower  is  thereby  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  reading  a  charming 
story,  for  it  is  noteworthy  that  there  are  few  among  the  little  books 
of  fiction  which  are  not  thoroughly  enjoyable.  The  lover  of  the 
weird  and  the  mysterious  will  have  missed  much  if  he  has  never 
read  the  "eerie"  Upper  Berth  of  Marion  Crawford  (2926e),  or 
listened  for  the  echo  of  the  clanking  shoe  in  MacDonald*s  Portent 
(667l)  or  enjoyed  the  exquisite  thrill  of  Grant  Allen's  Kalee's  Shrine 
(•2386e),  with  its  atmosphere  of  oriental  mystery  and  western 
mesmerism,  and  its  enthralling  chapter  of  adventure  in  the  Suffolk 
mud-flats.  Small  books  as  they  are,  these  are  among  the  best  in 
this  kind,  worthy  of  being  bracketed  with  Lord  Lytton's  story 
The  Haunted  and  the  Haunters,  which  so  frightened  Thackeray, 
although  he  read  it  in  a  public  room,  that,  he  says :  "  I  scarce  dared 
look  over  my  shoulder  "  This  latter  may  be  found  by  the  curious 
in  vol.  10  of  Tales  from  BlacMvood  (440e). 
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Not  only  weirdries,  however,  are  to  be  found  in  the  treasure- 
house  of  little  books.  Surely  no  three- volumed  novel  ever 
exercised  a  greater  fascination  upon  a  reader  than  Hugh  Conway's 
Called  Bach  (2229e)  ;  and  his  Dark  Days  ('241  6e)  and 
Slings  and  Arrows  (24I3e)  are  well  worthy  to  stand  beside  the 
little  volume  which  brought  to  the  Bristol  auctioneer  that  fame 
which  several  novels  of  ampler  dimensions  had  failed  to  achieve. 
Other  writers  whose  longer  works  are  in  frequent  demand  ha'-e 
written  shorter  stories  which  have  met  with  unmerited  neglect  by 
readers  who  use  the  public  library.  Mr.  S.  R.  Crockett's  "Play- 
Actress  "  (3603e)  ;  Max  Pemberton's  delightful  "  Little  Huguenot  " 
(3577e)  ;  the  whimsical  "  Tinted  Venus  "  of  Anstey  (1763e)  and 
"The  Time  Machine"  of  H.  G.  Wells  (3557e)  are  books  well 
worth  reading,  in  spite  of  their  brief  dimensious.  Space  forbids 
more  than  the  bare  mention  of  Lanoe  Falconer's  "  Mademoiselle 
Ixe "  (3172e),  a  story  of  remarkable  power;  Aldrich's  pleasing 
little  studies  "  The  Queen  of  Sheba "  (474e),  and  "  Prudence 
Palfrey"  (475e),  James  Payn's  "Eavesdropper"  (2568e),  and 
the  many  little  books  of  John  Strange  Winter,  which,  beginning 
with  "  Bootle's  Baby  "  (288e)  and  running  to  quite  an  extensive 
series,  have  done  more  for  the  author's  reputation  than  all  the 
more  pretentious  works  which  have  succeeded  them.  Let  the 
reader  make  but  choice  of  one  of  these  companionable  little  books, 
and  the  objection  to  their  brief  dimensions  will  vanish. 

FOR    THE    BOYS    AND    QIRLS. 

The  time  has  come  round  again  for  our  quarterly  chat  about 
the  books  you  read.  Although  this  is  the  season  for  new  books, 
there  are  very  few  new  Juvenile  books  at  present,  so  our  chat  will 
have  to  be  mainly  about  some  of  the  older  books,  and  particularly 
those  in  Class  E  which  may  be  of  interest  to  y(»u.  Boys  who  are 
fond  of  cricket  and  everything  which  pertains  to  it  will  enjoy 
reading  "  Willow  The  King  "  (3946E),  by  J.  C  Snaith  which  tells 
the  story  of  a  cricket  match  and  all  that  came  of  it.  This  is  by 
the  author  of  that  fine  book  of  adventure,  "  Mistress  Dorothy 
Marvin  "  (3534E),  which  I  hope  every  boy  has  read  and  enjoyed. 
It  tells  of  the  troublous  times  of  James  II.,  and  of  the  doings  in 
the  west  country  just  before  the  coming  of  William  of  Orange. 
But  there  are  many  books  of  adventure  in  Class  E  which  juvenile 
readers  would  enjoy  reading.  Silas  K.  Hocking's  "  Tregeagle's 
Head  "  will  remind  young  readers  of  Fenn's  stories  of  coast  adven- 
ture, and  tells  of  a  hairbreadth  escape  on  the  Cornish  coast. 
"  When  Charles  the  First  was  King  "  (3527E),  by  J.  S.  Fletcher, 
is  a  capital  story  of  the  historical  kind,  and  so  is  his  "Mistress 
Spitfire"  (3524E),  a  story  of  the  Civil  War.  I  wonder  if  many 
boys  have  tried  Anthony  Hope's  "Prisoner  of  Zenda  "  (3515E)? 
It  is  a  story  which  any  boy  would  read  with  enjoyment,   and  I 


49 

think  most  of  them  would  want  to  read  the  sequel,  and  learn  what 
became  of  the  intrepid  Kudolf  Rassendyll,  who  so  bravely  played 
his  part  on  the  throne  of  his  namesake  in  Ruritania.  Stories  of 
warfare  are  always  popular  with  boys,  and  I  can  therefore  speak 
with  assurance  in  recommending  you  to  read  "  To  Punish  the 
Czar "  (3716E),  by  H.  Hutchinson,  which  gives  a  very  good 
account  of  the  Crimean  War.  Whishaw's  Russian  stories  are  also 
very  good,  especially  "  A  Tsar's  Gratitude  "  (3986E)  Talking  of 
war  stories,  I  should  like  to  recommend  several  of  Headon  Hill's 
books.  "  Beacon  Fires ;  War  Stories  of  the  Coast"  (3936E),  is 
one  of  these ;  "The  Shadow  of  the  Bear"  (393-»E),  is  another, 
and  his  "  Spies  of  Wight  "  (3938E),  tells  an  exciting  tale  of  foreign 
espionage  at  one  of  our  coast  fortresses.  Most  boys  take  an 
interest  in  all  that  appertains  to  railway  engines,  and  will  there- 
fore read  with  pleasure  "Bob  Lovell's  Career"  (3567E),  by  E.  S. 
Ellis,  which  describes  the  life  of  the  hero  on  one  of  the  American 
railroads. 

Among  books  for  girls  I  ought  to  mention  the  very  charming 
books  of  Mrs.  Emma  Marshall.  Some  of  these  are  of  a  historical 
character,  like  "  In  the  Service  of  Lady  Rachel  Russell,"  others, 
like  "A  Good-hearted  Girl"  (1390E),  tell  the  story  of  som.- 
present-day  heroine.  Mrs.  L.  T.  Meade's  stories,  such  as  "A 
Knight  of  To-Day  "  (1713E),  "  The  Children's  Kingdom  "  (1712E), 
and  "  Mother  Hering's  Chicken  "  (1714E),  are  just  such  books  as 
girls  will  enjoy.  They  will  also  like  Sarah  Doudney's  books, 
"  Strangers  Yet  "  (2514E),  '^  Under  False  Colours  "  (2834E),  and 
"  Where  the  Dew  Falls  in  London "  (2835E).  Both  boys  and 
girls  will  enjoy  "  Paul  Benedict,"  a  very  interesting  and  romantic 
American  tale  by  J.  G.  Holland  (696E). 

Coming  now  to  books  of  a  more  solid  character,  I  should  like 
to  recommend  you  to  read  something  about  our  own  neighbourhood, 
and  would  suggest  "The  Story  of  the  Midlands"  (1167B),  and 
"Life  in  an  Old  English  Town  "  (1151B),  by  M.  D.  Harris,  which 
latter  tells  the  story  of  old  Coventry  in  a  very  pleasing  manner. 
Are  you  fond  of  the  country  and  of  such  things  as  birds'  eggs, 
butterflies,  etc  ?  If  so  you  sliould  read  "The  Outdoor  World" 
(76 2D),  by  W.  Furneaux,  which  is  the  very  book  for  all  young 
collectors.  Those  who  are  fond  of  reading  about  foreii:;n  countries 
should  look  at  the  list  of  tne  "  Pen  and  Pencil  Series  "  in  the 
Len«iing  Library  catalogue.  Here  you  have  finely  illustrated  books 
on  England,  Wales,  Scotland,  Canada,  the  United  States,  Russia, 
Switzerland,  etc.  There  are  also  four  fine  volumes  entitled  "  All 
Round  the  World  "  (68 IB),  which  are  fu  1  of  good  reading  and 
pictures.  Egerton  Young's  "Wigwams  and  Northern  Camp-Fires  " 
(936 B)  is  an  enjoyable  book,  as  good  as  "  Canoe  and  Dog-train  " 
(935B),  which  I  recommended  to  you  on  a  former  occasion. 
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FICTIOI^.— (Continued,) 

Kingsley  (H.),  The  Mystery  of  the  Island  ... 
Kipling  (R.),  The  Day's  Work  (stories)      ... 

Stalky  and  Co.  (A  school  story)     . . . 

Kneeshaw  (J.  W.),  The  Burtons  of  Burdale 
Lee  (C. )   Paul  Carah,  Cornishman  ... 

Le  Feuvre  (A.),  Olive  Tracy 

Leigh  ton  (M.  C.),  A  Napoleon  of  the  Press 

(M  C.  and  K;,  In  the  Shadow  of  Guilt 

Michael  Dred,  Detective 

Le  Queux  (W.),  The  Bond  of  Black 

England's  Peril 

An  Eye  for  an  Eye  .. 

The  (xamblers 

Her  Majesty's  Minister 

If  Sinners  Entice  Thee 

In  White  Raiment  ... 

Of  Royal  Blood        

The  Veiled  Man      

The  Wiles  of  the  Wicked   ... 

Lindsay  (H. ),  The  Jacobite  ... 

Mab 

Methodist  Idylls 

More  Methodist  Idylls 

An  Up-to-Date  Parson,  etc. 

Lbwis  (Cecil),  The  Treasury  Officer's  Wooing 
Lyall  (I).\  The  Flowers  o'  the  Forest 

A  Story  of  the  Boer  War. 
Lyall  (Edna),  Hope  the  Hermit 
McChesney  (D.  G.),  Rupert,  by  the  Grace  of  God 
McGovHii    'J.),    Strange     Clues  :     Chronicles    of 

Detective 
Maclaren  (Ian),  Afterwards,  and  other  Stories 
Malet  (Lucas)   The  Gateless  Barrier 
Mansford  (C.J  ),  Adventures  of  Mark  Paton 
Marchmont  (A.  W.),  A  Dash  for  a  Throne 

The  Greatest  Gift    ... 

■ In  the  Name  of  a  Woman  ... 

Marriott  (C),  The  Column  

Marsh  (R.),  Amusement  Only  (stories) 
An  Aristocratic  Detective,  etc. 

The  Chase  of  the  Ruby       

The  Datchet  Diamonds 


a    City 
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Marsh  (R.),  The  Duke  and  the  Damsel      3913E 

Marvels  and  Mysteries  (stories)      ...          ...           ..  3916E 

Tom  Ossington's  Ghost       39 1 2E 

Marshall  (E.),  A  Good-hearted  Girl             1390E 

In  the  Service  of  Lady  Rachel  Russell      ...          ...  1729E 

Kensington  Palace  :  in  the  Days  of  Mary  II.       ...  1726E 

The  Parson's  Dauditer       ...          ...          ...          ...  1391E 


Winchester  Meads  :  in  the  Time  of  Bishop  Ken.  1730E 

Mason  (A.  E.  W.),  Miranda  of  the  Balcony            3763E 

and  Lang  (A.),  Parson  Kelly          ...          ...          ...  3764:E 

Mather  (J.  M.),  By  Roaring  Loom  (Lancashire  tales)        ...  1978E 

Mathers  (Helen),  Bam  Wildfire       1341E 

Becky            1338E 

Cinders         1354E 

Mayson  (W.  H.),  The  Stolen  Fiddle           3«79E 

Meade  (L.  T.),  A  Sister  of  the  Red  Cross  (The  Boer  War)  1709E 

A  Sweet  Girl  Graduate       ...  1706E 

^ — and  Eustace  (R.),  A  Master  of  Mysteries   .           ...  3494E 

' and  Halifax  (C),  A  Race  with  the  Sun,  etc.         ...  1717E 

Merivale  (H.),  Faucit  of  Balliol       ...                       2600E 

Merriman  (H.  S.),  The  Isle  of  Unrest        I479E 

Roden's  Corner        3652E 

and  Tallentyne   (S.   G.),  The  Money-lender,   etc., 

(character  notes)       ...          ...          ...          ...  3643E 

Mitchell  (S.  W.),  The  Adventures  of  Frangois       3818E 

During  the  French  Revolution. 

Far  in  the  Forest      3817E 

Mitford  (B.),  Aletta:  a  Tale  of  the  Boer  Invasion 3640E 

The  Induna's  Wife 3662E 

The  Ruby  Sword      104E 

War  and  Arcadia      103E 

The  Weird  of  Deadly  Hollow          3659E 

Montgomery  (F.),  Seaf or th 1356E 

Moore  (F.  F ),  According  to  Plato 638E 

Nell  Gwyn,  Comedian          635E 

Well,  After  All         ...                       3298E 

Mulholland  (R),  Cynthia's  Bonnet  Shop 733E 

Munro  (Neil),  Gilian  the  Dreamer;  His  Fancy,  His  Love  and 

Adventure         3999E 

John  Splendid  :    Adventures  in  the  Little  Wars  of 

Lorn 


Murray  (D.C.),  The  Church  of  Humanity  ... 

Murray  (H.),  A  Fatal  Mistake         

Nisbet  (Hume),  The  Bushranger's  Sweetheart 

The  Empire  Makers ... 

For  Right  and  England 

Norris  (W.E.),  The  Fight  for  the  Crown   ... 
The  Flower  of  the  Flock      
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Pain  (Barry),  The  Octave  of  Claudius 

The  Romantic  History  of  Robin  Hood 

Panting  (J.  H.),  The  Vicar's  Atonement     ... 

Parker  (G.),  The  Battle  of  the  Strong        

Paterson  (A.),  Cromwell's  Own 

The  Gospel  Writ  in  Steel 

A  Tale  of  the  American  War  of  Secession. 
Pearse  (M  G.),  Gold  and  Incense  :  a  West  Country  Story 

His  Mother's  Portrait,  etc.     . 

Pemberton  (M^ix),  Christine  of  the  Hills    .. 

Feo  :  a  Romance 

The  Footsteps  of  a  Throne  ... 

A  Garden  of  Swords  (Siege  of  Strasburg)  ... 

-The  Little  Hugupnot 


—  The  Phantom  Army... 
Pro  Patria  (France  and  England) 


Philpotts  (Eden),  Children  of  the  Mist 

Prescott  (E.  L.),  The  Rip's  Redemption     ... 

Ridge  (W  Pett.),  Outside  the  Radius  :  Stories  of  a  London 
Suburb  ... 

A  Son  of  the  State ... 

"  Rita  "  :  Adrienne  :  A  Romance  of  French  Life  ... 

Good  Mrs.  Hypocrite 

Joan  and  Mrs   Carr 

Master  Wilberforce... 

An  Old  Rogue's  Tragedy     ... 

A  Woman  In  It 

Rob,  by  the  author  of  "  Tip-Cat  " 

Roberts  (Morley),  The  Adventure  of  the  Broad  Arrow 

The  Colossus  :   A  Story  of  To-day... 

A  story  of  "  empire  making"  politics,  in  which 
Cecil  Rhodes  figures  under  a  thin  disguise, 
with  other  South  African  notabilities. 
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Robinson  (F.  W.),  Anne  Judge,  Spinster 
Russell  (Dora),  A  Great  Temptation 
Russell  (W.  C),  The  Pretty  Polly  ... 

The  Romance  of  a  Midshipman 

St.  Aubyn  (A.),  Fortune's  Gate 

Gallantry  Bower 

Savage  (R.  H  ),  A  Captive  Princess 

A  Fascinating  Traitor 

—  Her  Foreign  Conquest 

In  the  Old  Chateau ... 

-The  Little  Lady  of  Lagunitas 

A  Modern  Corsair  ... 

Prince  Schamyl's  Wooing  ... 
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Sergeant  (A.),  The  Conscience  of  Gilbert  Pollard  ... 

The  Love  Story  of  Margaret  Wynne 

A  Valuable  Life 

Sheldon  (C.  M.),  The  Crucifixion  of  Philip  Strong 

His  Brother's  Keeper 

In  His  Steps 

Richard  Bruce 

Sims  (G.  R),  The  Coachmans'  Club  (tales) 

In  London's  Heart... 

Once  upon  a  Christmas  Time 

Sienkiewicz  (H.),  Quo  Vadis  ('  Whither  goest  Thou  ?') 
Sladen  (Douglas),  The  Admiral 

A  romance  of  Nelson  in  the  year  of  the  Nile. 
Snaith  (J.  C),  Willow  the  King 

The  Story  of  a  Cricket  Match. 
Speight  (T.  W.),  The  Chains  of  Circumstance 

In  the  Dead  of  Night 

Steel  (F.  A.),  The  Hosts  of  the  Lord 
Steuart  (J.  A.),  The  Eternal  Quest 

Wine  on  the  Lees   ... 

Strange  Happenings ... 

Stories  by  H.  D.  Lowry,  W.  C.  Russell,  W.  E, 

Norris,  Grant  Allen,  etc. 
Stretton  (Hesba),  Hester  Morley's  Promise 


The  Soul  of  Honour 


Stuart  (Esme),  The  Strength  of  Two 

[Surtees  (R),]  Handley  Cross,  or  Mr  Jorrocks'  Hunt 

Sutcliffe  (H.),  Shameless  Wayne     ... 

Swan  (A.  S.))  The  Burden  Bearers... 

Tom's  Boy,  by  the  Author  of  "  Tip-Cat ' 

Travers  (Graham),  Windyhaugh 

Turgenieff  (I. ),  Dimitri  Roudine 

Twain  (M.),  The  Man  that  Corrupted  Hadley burg- 
Tynan  (K. ),  Three  Fair  Maids         

Tytler  (S.),  Disappeared 

Rival  Claimants 

Upward  (A.),  Athelstane  Ford 

— ■ A  Bride's  Madness  ... 

Verne  (J.),  An  Antarctic  Mystery   ... 

Keraban,  the  Inflexible  :     ... 

Part  I.  :  The  Captain  of  the  Guidara 
Part  II.  :  Scarpante,  the  Spy  ... 

Ward  (Mrs.  Humphrey),  Eleanor    ... 

Warden  (F. ),  The  Master  Key         

The  Mystery  of  Dudley  Home 

A  Patched-up  Affair 

A  Sensational  Case  ... 


[Warner  (S.)],  Sceptres  and  Crowns 


etc. 
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Watts-Dunton  (Theo.),  Aylwin  :  A  Romance 
Wells  (H.  G),  The  Wheels  of  Chance       ... 

When  the  Sleeper  Wakes  ... 

Westcott  (E.  K),  David   Harum  :  A   Story  of  American 

Life        

Westall  (W.),  As  a  Man  Sows         

As  Luck  Would  Have  It    ... 

• —  Ben  Clough,  etc. 

Nigel  Fortescue,  or  the  Hunted  Man 

A  Red  Bridal  

,  Sequel  or  '  Supplementary  '  to  "  With  the  Red 

Sons  of  Belial 

Trust  Money 

Weyman  (Stanley  J.),  Sophia 

The  Castle  Inn 

White  (W.  Hale),  The  Revolution  in  Tanner's  Lane 
VVhiteing  (R.),  No.  5,  John  Street  .. 
Wickham  (A.  E.),  Fortune's  Fingers 

Loveday  :  The  Story  of  a  Stirring  Time 
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Wilkins  (M.E. ),  Understudies  (stories) 
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Beulah 

Infelice 

St.  Elmo        

Winter  (J.  S  ),  A  Name  to  Conjure  With.. 

The  Price  of  a  Wife ...  

A  Self-made  Countess 

A  Summer  Jaunt 

Wolley  (C.  P.),  The  Chicamon  Stone 

Wood  (Mrs.  H.\  Ashley,  etc 

Johnny  Ludlow,  6th  Series... 

The  Story  of  Charles  Strange 

The  Unholy  Wish,  etc 

Veats  (S.L.),  The  Heart  of  Denise,  etc. 

Yonge  (CM.),  Modern  Broods         

Yorke  (Curtis),  Carpathia  Knox 

Jocelyn  Erroll 

*  Zack  "  :  Life  is  Life,  and  other  Stories    . . 
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Zangwill  (I.),  The  Mantle  of  Elijah 


3942 1<] 
3726E 
3736E 

634E 
3472E 
2628E 
3468E 
3738E 
3440E 

3445E 

3470E 

3733E 

3732E 

1913E 

3810E 

3805E 

3804E 

3220E 

2081E 

45E 

46E 

47E 

48E 

29  IE 

189E 

292E 

249E 

38o7E 

2068E 

2039E 

2082E 

2023E 

3644E 

996E 

3824E 

3823E 

3891E 

3892E 

1775E 


OUR     LIBRARY. 


No.  5.  MARCH.  1002. 


ROUND  ABOUT  THR  LIBRARY 


A   new   Life   of   Christ,    by    so   able    and 

A   New  Life       popular  a  writer  as  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Dawson, 

of   Christ.         is  sure  of  a  welcome  among  students  of  the 

Gospel  narrative.       The  chief  object  of  the 

author,  as  set  forth  in  the  preface,  is  "to  depict  the  human  life 

cf  Jesus  as  it  appeared  to  his  contemporaries,  with  a  purposed 

negligence,  as  far  as  is  possible,  of  the  vexed  problems  of  theology 

and  metaphysics."       The  book,  which  is  entitled  "  The  Man 

Christ  Jesus,"  is  adorned  with  photogravures  from  pictures  by 

Correggio,    Velasquez,    Raphael,    and    others,    the   originals    of 

which  are  in  the  possession  of  the  author.     As  may  be  supposed, 

therefore,   it   is  only  obtainable   at  present   in   the   Reference 

Library.      It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  cheaper  edition  may  soon  be 

available  for  home  reading. 

Among  the   popular  records   of  our  time 
Side-Lights  on     none  are  more  v/orthy  of  preservation  in  our 
our  National      Reference     Library    than     the     Diaries     of 
History.  Parliament  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Lucy,  which  have 

appeared  from  time  to  time  during  the  past 
twenty  years.  The  most  recent  of  these,  the  Diary  of  the 
Unionist  Parliament,  1895-1900,  has  just  been  added  to  the 
Library.  It  is  adorned  with  some  fifty  of  the  clever  Parlia- 
mentary sketches  of  Mr.  E.  T.  Reed,  of  Punch,  as  the  Diary  of 
Salisbury  Parliament  (1886-1892)  was  with  the  sketches  of  Mr. 
Harry  Furniss.  The  great  value  of  these  Diaries  is  that,  com- 
mencing with  the  year  1874,  and  continuing  to  the  end  of  the 
century,  they  present  the  personal  side  of  History,  which  is 
afterwards  so  difficult  to  recover.  ''  I  don't  want  an  historical 
account  of  his  career,"  said  Thackeray  once  to  a  well-known 
librarian,  in  reference  to  General  Wolfe,  "  what  I  want  is  some- 
thing that  will  tell  me  the  colour  of  his  breeches."  This  is  the 
kind  of  information,  which  will  be  found — with  many  other 
interesting  particulars  of  the  sayings  and  doings  of  the  Parlia- 
ment men  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century — stored 
up  in  the  five  volumes  of  Mr.  Lucy's  Diaries  of  Parliament. 


k 


56 

The  series  of  10  volumes  of  Grant  Duff's 
G-rant  Duff's       "  Notes   from  a   Diary  "   has  recently  been 
"  Notes  from  a    placed     in     the     Lending     Library.       The 
Diary."  "  Notes  "  cover  a  period  of  over  forty  years, 

from  1851  to  1892,  and  form  a  valuable  con- 
tribution to  the  History  of  the  Victorian  Era.  Abounding  in 
good  stories  and  smart  sayings,  they  also  contain  a  large  fund  of 
interesting  gossip  and  information  relating  to  the  men  and 
things  of  the  last  half-century.  The  author  is  an  enthusiastic 
botanist,  and  the  Notes  include  a  valuable  fund  of  Botanical 
information,  rendered  yet  more  valuable  by  a  set  of  very  full 
indices.  Each  volume  may  be  taken  separately,  and  will  be 
found  a  pleasant  companion  for  a  winter  evening.  The  reader 
of  History  will  find  in  these  volumes  pleasant  reminders  of  the 
principal  incidents  of  contemporary  history;  while  the 
gatherer  of  good  stories  will  here  find  a  rich  quarry. 

And  while  writing  of  Diaries,  may  a  word 

A  Book  be  added  as  to  one  of  the  most  charming 

of  Recollections,    books  of  this  character  issued  from  the  press 

during   recent   years, — the    Collections    and 

Recollections   (1082b),   by   One  who  has  Kept  a   Diary,   now 

generally  understood  to  have  been  written  by  G.  W.  E.  Russell. 

This  volume  teems  with  interesting  facts  and  good  stories,  and 

is  more  fascinating  than  many  novels,  as  the  present  writer  can 

testify,  having  been  unable  to  lay  it  down  until  its  last  page  had 

been  read.     A  few  of  the  chapter  headings  will  afford  evidence 

of    the    nature    of    its    contents: — ^'' Links    with    the    Past," 

''  Conversation,"  ''  Repartee,"  "  Epitaphs,"  "  Advertisements," 

''  Parodies  in  Prose  and  Verse,"  "  Verbal  Infelicities,"  "  The 

Art  of  Putting  Things,"  "  Children,"  &c. 

The  mention  of  Parodies  in  the  foregoing  enumeration 
suggests  a  note  to  readers  of  poetry,  that  the  new  Collected 
Edition  of  the  poems  and  parodies  of  Charles  Stuart  Calverley 
(314p)  has  been  added  to  the  Lending  Department. 

The  production  of  two  of  the  dramas  of 

Stephen  Phillips's  Stephen  Phillips  in  the  present  season  has 

Plays.  led  to  an  increased  interest  in  England's  new 

dramatist.     It  may  therefore  not  be  out  of 

place  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  three  plays,  "  Herod," 

"  Paolo  and  Francesca,"  and  "  Ulysses  "  are  now  in  the  Lending 

Library. 

The    death    of   the    Marquis    of   Dufferin 

Letters  from       brings  to  the  recollection  of  readers  one  of 

High  the  happiest  of  the  lighter  books  of  travel, 

Latitudes         the  "  Letters  from  High  Latitudes  "  (1186b), 

which  were  written  by  him  during  a  voyage 

in  the  "  Foam  "  to  Iceland,  Jan  Mayen,  and  Spitzbergen,  in 
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1856.  These  letters  are  alive  with  humour  and  good  spirits, 
and  full  of  curious  and  interesting  information  about  the  people, 
their  literature  and  language,  the  natural  phenomena,  the 
scenery  and  antiquities  of  the  places  he  visited.  The  globe- 
trotter is  everywhere  in  these  days,  and  such  a  trip  as  this  is 
now  undertaken  as  a  mere  holiday  excursion,  yet  the  author  has 
gathered,  in  this  slim  volume,  more  of  the  results  of  patient 
observation,  and  more  interesting  incidents  of  travel  and 
adventure  than  this  same  globe-trotter  will  bring  back  from  a 
journey  round  the  world. 

"  Class  L,  Miscellaneous  " — that  section  of 
Two  Volumes  the  Lending  Library  which  has  the  greatest 
of  Essays.  fascination  for  the  omnivorous  reader,  the 
"  browser,"  and  book-lovers  in  general — has 
had  several  particularly  interesting  additions  of  late.  Mr. 
Herbert  Paul's  "  Men  and  Books  "  is  one  of  these.  It  contains 
thirteen  essays,  every  one  of  which  is  a  delight  to  the  true  lover 
of  books.  It  is  very  refreshing  in  these  days  to  meet  with  a 
thorough-going  appreciation  of  Macaulay  from  a  discerning 
critic  like  Mr.  Paul.  It  ought  to  send  a  good  many  readers  to 
the  vigorous  and  picturesque  essays,  and  the  History  which  is 
without  a  rival.  Selden's  Table-Talk,  Swift  (whom  the  author 
designates  ''  The  Prince  of  Journalists  "'),  the  Victorian  Novel, 
Matthew  Arnold's  Letters,  G-ibbon,  the  Art  of  Letter-writing, 
and  Cicero  ("  The  Father  of  Letters  ")  are  among  the  other 
subjects  treated  of  in  this  volume  of  Essays. 

''  Plain  Truths  about  Current  Literature  "  suggests  to  the 
mind  something  more  racy  than  pleasant;  yet  Ephemera 
Gritica — the  book  by  Mr.  J.  Churton  Collins,  which  has  this 
phrase  as  its  sub-title — contains  much  enjoyable  reading,  quite 
apart  from  that  malicious  sort  of  enjoyment  which  some  people 
find  in  reading  "  slating  "  criticisms.  Among  other  subjects  of 
the  essays  to  be  found  in  this  volume  are  : — "  An  Appreciation 
of  Francis  Turner  Palgrave  and  his  '  Golden  Treasury,'  "  ''  De 
Quincey  and  his  Friends,"  Lee's  "  Life  of  Shakespeare," 
"  Shakespeare,"  "  Women  in  Greek  Poetry,"  "  The  Religion  of 
Shakespeare  " — together  with  a  number  of  really  scarifying 
"  slatings  "  dealing  with  modern  criticism,  log-rolling,  "  Our 
Literary  Guides,"  "  Literary  Iconoclasm,"  *'  The  Illustrious 
Obscure,"  &c. 

Among  the  prose-writers  whose  works  lend 
The  an    attractiveness    to    the    "Miscellaneous" 

Essays  of         section,    Philip    Gilbert   Hamerton   holds   a 
P.  G.  Hamerton.    high     place.     Set     free     from     the     sordid 
necessity  of  daily  toil  by  fortunate  circum- 
stances, he  was  happily  enabled  to  devote  his  life  to  the  noblest 
pursuits,  living  the  higher  life  of  "  culture  and  restraint."     As 
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a  writer  his  influence  was  powerful  and  far-reaching.  His 
writings  exhibit  a  felicity  of  expression  joined  to  a  compre- 
hensive grasp  of  subject ;  indeed  he  may  well  be  called  a  prose- 
poet.  His  best  known  miscellaneous  writings  are  comprised  in 
four  volumes,  viz.  : — Thoughts  about  Art,  French  and  EnyJish^ 
Human  Intercourse,  and  The  Intellectual  Life.  In  the  last- 
named  work  he  dwells  on  the  advantages  of  the  pursuit  of 
knowledge  for  its  own  sake,  his  argument  being  thus  concluded  : 
"  Severed  from  the  vanities  of  the  illusory,  you  will  live  with  the 
realities  of  knowledge,  as  one  who  has  quitted  the  painted 
scenery  of  the  theatre  to  linger  by  the  eternal  ocean-,  or  to  gaze 
at  the  granite  hills." 

But  while  thus  cultivating  the  prose  essay, 
The  Art  Work      Hamerton  also  filled  an  important  position  as 
of  an  art  critic  and  an  exponent  of  the  technics 

P.  G.  Hamerton.  of  Art.  He  w^as  a  pioneer  in  the  revival  of 
the  neglected  art  of  the  etcher.  His  work 
entitled  "  Etching  and  Etchers,"  beginning  as  a  comparatively 
small  volume,  grew  to  an  ample  tome,  enriched  with  examples 
of  the  masters  of  this  art ;  and  he  also  published  a  small  hand- 
book of  Etching,  which  will  be  found  in  the  Lending  Library 
(5d).  As  an  art  critic  Hamerton  became  a  unique  force,  his 
works  being  pervaded  by  an  eclectic  sympathy,  owing  to  his  long 
residence  in  France — a  circumstance  to  which  we  owe  his  dis- 
criminating work  on  the  French  and  English  character.  Most 
of  his  art  works  being  expensive,  they  can  only  be  consulted  in 
the  Reference  Library.  They  comprise  the  "  Etching  and 
Etchers  "  already  referred  to,  The  Graphic  Arts,  an  exhaustive 
work  dealing  with  almost  every  branch  of  book-illustration  or 
reproductive  process  (except  the  more  lecent  photographic 
processes) ;  Drawing  and  Engraving,  a  purely  technical  book  ; 
The  Sylvan  Year,  a  finely  illustrated  appreciation  of  natural 
beauty;  and  a  companion  volume.  Chapters  on  Animals. 
Hamerton 's  greatest  service  to  the  realm  of  art,  however,  was 
his  editorship  of  The  Portfolio,  a  high-class  art  journal,  which  he 
projected  in  1870  and  continued  to  the  end  of  1893,  after  which 
he  projected  and  edited  a  series  of  monographs  on  art  subjects, 
to  which  he  contributed  himself  a  volume  on  Rembrandt.  The 
whole  series  of  these  "  Portfolio  Monographs  "  and  eight 
of  the  later  volumes  of  the  Portfolio  are  in  the  Reference 
Library. 

Readers  of  French   will  notice   from  our 

The  French       Accession  Lists,  in  the  Borrowing  Hall,  that 

Section.  several  further  additions  have  been  made  to 

this  Section  of  the  Lending  Library,  among 

them  two  novels  by  Gustave  Aimard,  Cornelio  D' Armor  and 

Le  Souriquet  ;    two  by  F.  du  Boisgobey,  Le  Chene  Capitaine  and 
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Double  Blanc  ;  Un  Amour  Idyllique,  by  A.  Charpentier ;  and 
Un  Vieux  Mtnage  by  Henri  Greville.  The  Library  now  contains 
from  sixty  to  seventy  volumes  in  this  section,  which  was  only 
started  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  and  with  steady  building  up,  we 
may  hope  to  have  a  really  creditable  French  section  by  and  by, 
and  ultimately  to  develop  it  into  a  good  general  foreign 
department. 


NOTES    FOR    THE    NOVEL-READER. 

A  new  book  by  Seton  Merriman  is  an  event  to  the  dis- 
criminating novel-reader,  and  "  The  Velvet  Glove  ""  (332  1e)  will 
not  disappoint  those  who  have  so  long  waited  for  it.  Like  the 
book  by  which  Merriman  first  gained  the  ear  of  the  reading- 
public,  "  The  Slave  of  the  Lamp  "  (3335e),  the  new  novel  deals 
with  the  Jesuits  and  tells  a  moving  story  of  their  plotting  on 
behalf  of  the  Carlists  in  Spain.  These  matters  form  the  back- 
ground for  a  charming  love  story.  Fine  as  Mr.  Merriman "s 
work  is,  he  is  not  difficult  to  read — as  Merideth  is,  for  instance 
— and  the  novel-reader  will  find  his  books  pleasant  and  entirely 
readable.  No  writer  of  fiction  in  recent  times  has  covered  so 
much  ground  as  he  has.  The  scene  of  one  story  is  Russia;  of 
another,  Corsica;  a  third  is  placed  in  the  wilds  of  Central 
Africa,  and  another  in  India ;  while  both  "  The  Velvet  Glove  " 
and  "  In  Kedar's  Tents  "  (3634e)  deal  with  the  Carlist  plots  in 
Spain.  In  "Young  Mistley  "  (3651e)  he  takes  his  hero  into 
Central  Asia,  and  in  "  The  Slave  of  the  Lamp  ''  the  journalist, 
who  has  given  offence  to  the  Jesuits  by  his  fearless  exposures,  is 
kidnapped  and  carried  off  to  a  prison  in  France.  It  is  surely 
only  in  the  boys'  Books  of  Fenn  and  Henty  that  this  record  of 
fictional  globe-trotting  can  be  beaten  ! 

Readers  for  whom  detective  stories  possess  an  attraction 
will  find  in  Allen  Upwards  new  book,  "  The  Accused  Princess," 
one  entirely  to  their  liking.  It  has  to  do  with  the  mysterious 
disappearance  of  a  ruby  of  great  price,  and  introduces  a  famous 
detective  whom  readers  of  this  author's  earlier  books  will 
remember  in  connection  with  a  kidnapped  Prince.  Once  begun, 
it  will  not  be  easily  laid  down  until  it  is  finished,  and  that  is  no 
bad  criterion  of  a  novel  of  incident. 

The  son  of  the  veteran  novelist,  George  MacDonald,  is  sure 
of  a  welcome, among  readers  of  fiction,  if  only  for  his  father's 
sake;  but  when  he  gives  us  a  fine  bit  of  romance  like  ''  The 
Sword  of  the  King  "  (810e),  Mr.  Ronald  MacDonald  will  be 
welcomed  for  his  own  sterling  work.  It  tells  of  the  coming  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  of  the  adventures  of  one  Michael 


60 

Drayton  in  connection  therewith;  and  it  is  full  of  dramatic 
force,  as  a  good  historical  romance  should  be.  May  its  author 
long  live  to  maintain  the  traditions  of  the  MacDonald  name  ! 

In  "  For  Love  or  Crown  "  (4044e)  Mr.  A.  W.  Marchmont 
weaves  another  romance  about  the  love  affair  of  a  Royal 
Princess  and  an  Englisher  Commoner.  Like  "  A  Dash  for  a 
Throne  "  (3915e)  and  other  stories  by  this  author,  it  is  full  of 
stir  and  adventure,  and  may  be  cordially  recommended  to 
readers  in  search  of  a  readable  book. 

Edna  Lyall  has  gone  back  to  the  Civil  War  period  for  the 
subject  of  her  new  book,  "  In  Spite  of  All,"  and  some  old  friends 
are,  as  usual,  reintroduced  from  former  Civil  War  stories.  The 
scene  of  this  deeply  interesting  story  will  be  familiar  to  some  of 
our  readers.  Beginning  at  Gloucester,  the  action  of  the  story 
removes  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Malvern  (Bosbury  and  Led- 
bury), and  as  we  read  the  highly  dramatic  conclusion  it  is  not 
surprising  to  learn  that  the  author  has  adapted  this  portion  of 
the  story  to  stage  purposes. 

For  clever  audacity,  and  power  of  holding  the  reader 
enthralled,  few  new  novels  will  easily  surpass  The  Grand  Babylon 
Hotel,  by  Arnold  Bennett.  The  idea  of  an  American  millionaire, 
finding  he  cannot  get  served  with  the  particular  dish  he  desires 
at  a  world-famous  hotel,  straightway  going  and  buying  that  hotel 
in  order  to  satisfy  his  desire,  is  probably  unique  as  the  "  motive  " 
of  a  story;  and  the  remarkable  chain  of  events  which  follow 
amply  justify  the  anticipations  of  the  reader. 

Those  who  read  and  enjoyed  the  two  delightful  stories  by 
''  Ralph  Connor  "  will  gladly  welcome  a  new  book  from  this 
writer.  The  fresh  charm  which  characterised  ''  The  Sky  Pilot '' 
and  "  Black  Rock  "  is  very  manifest  in  "  The  Man  from  G-len- 
garry,"  although  the  latter  is  more  of  a  tale  of  adventure  and 
lacks  something  of  the  spiritual  tone  of  the  earlier  books. 

In  "  Despair "s  Last  Journey  "'  Christie  Murray  has  written 
a  novel  of  special  interest  to  local  readers.  Touching,  as  most 
of  his  novels  do  in  some  degree,  on  the  scenes  of  the  author's 
youth  in  the  Black  Country,  he  gives  a  very  vivid  and  life- 
like sketch  of  the  late  George  Dawson,  under  the  name  of 
Ralston.  Notwithstanding  its  title,  this  is  a  readable 
and  enjoyable  novel,  although  one  fails  to  see  why  the 
author  of  so  many  pleasant  sunny  books  could  not  have  left  his 
hero  in  a  more  cheerful  situation.  Those  who  have  not  read 
some  of  those  earlier  books  of  his  have  a  great  treat  in  store, 
"  The  Way  of  the  World  "  has  been  referred  to  in  these  pages 
before;  but  such  novels  as  ''Aunt  Rachel,"  ''Joseph's  Coat," 
"  Val  Strange,"  and  "  Hearts  "  are  equally  delightful.  Christie 
Murray  has  permitted  his  readers  to  take  a  peep  into  his  work- 
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shop  in  such  books  a.s  "  A  Novelist's  Note-Book  "  (770l)  and 
"  The  Making  of  a  Novelist  ''  ('1004l)  ;  and  has  given  his  views  of 
contemporary  novelists  in  "  My  Contemporaries  in  Fiction  " 
(953l),  all  of  which  are  very  readable  books  to  pick  up  in  the 
intervals  of  novel-reading. 

From  the  last-mentioned  book  I  venture  to  quote  a  few 
lines  in  reference  to  George  Macdonald,  whose  fascinating  stories 
have  fallen  into  undeserved  neglect  of  late.  He  says  : — "  With 
the  single  exception  of  the  '  Window  in  Thrums, '  none  of  the 
new  books  of  this  school  are  worthy  to  be  compared  with  '  David 
Elginbrod,'  or  '  Alec  Forbes  of  Howglen,'  or  '  Robert  Falconer.^ 
To  all  who  are  able  to  read  him  he  is  exquisitely  interesting  and 
delightful,  and  to  some  he  appeals  with  the  authority  of  a 
prophet  and  divinely-appointed  guide.  It  is  not  possible  to 
read  his  books  and  not  to  know  him  for  a  brave,  sincere  and 
loyal  man,  large  both  in  heart  and  brain,  and  they  purify  and 
tone  the  mind  in  just  such  fashion  as  the  air  of  mountain,  moor 
or  sea  purifies  and  tones  the  body." 


FOR    IHE    BOYS    AND    QIRLS. 

I  expect  many  readers  of  this  page  will  have  already 
sampled  the  new  books  of  the  season,  of  which  I  spoke  in  my 
last  talk.  Still  I  must  fulfil  my  promise  of  giving  you  a  few 
notes  on  them.  Several  of  your  favourite  writers  have  gone  to 
South  Africa  for  the  subject  of  their  newest  books ;  as  if  there 
were  no  other  fields  of  adventure  open  to  them.  This  is  the 
third  year  we  have  had  war  tales  from  the  Transvaal  for  the 
juvenile  readers.  I,  for  one,  shall  not  care  how  soon  they  find 
other  scenes  for  their  boy  heroes  to  figure  in  !  Henty  gives  us 
"  With  Roberts  to  Pretoria  "  (576f) — last  year  it  was  "  With 
Buller  in  Natal  "  (538f)  ;  Fenn  follows  up  his  story  of  Briton 
and  Boer  with  one  called  "  A  Dash  from  Diamond  City  "  (489f)^ 
that  is,  of  course,  Kimberley.  As  if  this  was  not  enough  of  the 
War,  he  also  gives  us  "  The  Kopje  Garrison  "  (505f),  which  will 
be  in  the  Library  by  the  time  you  read  this.  For  my  part,  I 
think  Ian  MacLaren's  splendid  school  story  is  worth  dozens  of 
such  tales  as  these  I  have  mentioned.  Have  you  read  it?  If 
so,  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  in  enjoying  the  exploits  of 
Speug  and  Nestie  and  the  rest  of  the  "  Young  Barbarians  " 
(594f)  at  a  Scots  Grammar  School  ruled  by  the  friendly  tyrant 
"  Bulldog."  Two  more  volumes  by  the  lamented  Talbot  Baines 
Reed  have  just  been  placed  in  the  Juvenile  Section.  They  are 
both  volumes  of  short  stories,  but  do  not  neglect  to  read  them  on 
that   account,    or  you   will    miss   a    treat.       The    "  Parkhurst 
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Sketches  "  (907f)  tells  of  the  exploits  of  one  of  Reed's  boy-heroes 
in  the  football  field,  the  paper  chase,  at  cricket,  and  in  other 
games,  and  the  sketches  seem  like  chapters  in  a  continuous 
story.  The  other  is  frankly  called  "  A  Book  of  Short  Stories  ' 
(908f),  but  the  stories  are  every  one  of  them  well  worth  reading. 
Most  of  the  writers  of  school  tales  have  sent  out  volumes  of  short 
stories  this  season.  Andrew  Home's  is  called  "  Out  of  Bounds  " 
(945f),  but  he  has  also  another  very  good  tale,  which  has  just 
been  added,  "  Through  Thick  and  Thin."  Another  highly 
amusing  school  tale  is  "  Jerry  Dodds,  Millionaire  "  (95 If),  which 
is  well  styled  "  a  story  of  merriment  and  mystery,"  by  H. 
Barrow-North,  a  new  writer,  I  fancy.  By  the  way,  none  of  you 
have  responded  to  my  request  for  the  names  of  any  new  writers 
of  school  tales  whose  books  are  not  in  the  library.  You  might 
make  a  note  to  show  me  a?iy  good  story-book  which  you  may  get 
liold  of  that  is  not  in  the  library.  Have  I  mentioned  ''  Actons 
Feud  "  (635f),  a  capital  school  tale  by  F.  Swainston  ?  You  wiP, 
all  read  this  with  great  enjoyment ;  and  will  be  glad  to  welcome 
a,nother  new-comer  among  writers  of  school-tales.  There  are 
two  newly-added  books  by  Manville  Fenn  besides  the  South 
African  one  :  "  Fire  Island  "  (504f),  a  story  of  one  of  those 
volcanic  islands  which  appear  and  disappear  so  inconveniently ; 
and  "  For  the  Old  Flag  "  (503f).  This  last  is  rather  puzzling. 
It  is  evidently  by  G.  M.  Fenn,  yet  it  is  said  on  the  title-page  to 
be  by  "  Clive  Robert  Fenn."  The  author  alone  can  probably 
explain  the  mystery. 

Among  books  not  in  Class  F,  I  have  read  nothing  lately  that 
you  will  enjoy  so  much  as  "An  African  Treasure" — North  Africa 
this  time — by  J.  M.  Cobban  (401  Oe).  It  tells  of  a  company  of 
treasure-seekers  among  the  Berbers  of  Morocco,  and  has  some 
very  startling  chapters  in  it. 

I  wonder  whether,  when  you  read  some  of  the  books  in  the 
general  library — like  those  of  Dickens  and  Scott,  for  instance — 
you  sometimes  feel  disposed  to  skip  the  long  pages  of  intro- 
ductions and  reflection  and  such  like,  and  whether  you  are  now 
and  then  tempted  to  lay  down  books  which  you  ought  to  read  on 
account  of  these — to  you — long-winded  passages  which  don't 
interest  you?  There  is  an  interesting  experiment  now  being 
made  by  an  enterprising  publisher  of  issuing  editions  of  these 
books  without  these  interspersed  observations  which  tire  you, 
and  which  you  do  not  at  present  understand.  In  all  probability, 
some  of  these  volumes  will  be  placed  in  the  Juvenile  Library  in  a 
few  days,  among  them,  Dickens'  Oliver  Twist,  and  Scott's 
Woodstocl-.  I  hope  you  will  avail  yourselves  of  these,  which  are 
printed  in  good  type  and  have  coloured  illustrations; 
<ind  they  may  lead  you  to  appreciate  the  writings  of  these  great 
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novelists,  so  that,  by  and  by,  when  you  grow  up,  you  will  be  able 
to  read  their  books  in  an  unabridged  form — for  you  will  find, 
when  you  are  older,  that  these  introductions  and  observations 
which  seem,  to  you  so  very  dry  now,  are  really  some  "of  the  best 
things  in  their  books. 

Girls  who  have  read  Amy  Le  Feuvre's  Brownie  and  Olive 
Tracy  will  welcome  three  new  additions  by  this  writer:  — 
PrQhahle  Sons,  an  older  story,  (300f),  A  Cherry  Tree  (299f),  and 
Heather  s  Mistress  (629e).  Lassie  (750f),  a  new  short  story  by 
the  author  of  Laddie,  and  Tip-Cat,  will  also  interest  them. 
There  is  also  a  new  book  by  "  Brenda,  '  called  A  Little  Brown 
Tea-Pot  (469f),  and  one  by  Evelyn  Everett-Green,  The  Secret  of 
Marshelling  (923f),  which,  I  hear,  are  both  very  good  reading. 
For  the  younger  children  there  is  another  of  the  wonderful 
series  of  fairy  tales  edited  by  Mr.  Andrew  Lang  (will  they  never 
come  to  an  end?),  the  Grey  Fairy  Book  this  time  (3 If).  There 
is  also  a  capital  bird-book,  called  Strange  Adve7itures  in  Bichy- 
Bird  Land,  by  R.  Kearton  (942f). 

And  now  I  must  give  my  usual  batch  of  more  "  solid  "  books 
to  be  read  during  the  quarter.  There  is  a  book  called  The  Torch- 
Bearers  of  History,  by  A.  H.  Stirling  (1170b),  which  contains 
interesting  biographical  chapters  on  Homer,  Julius  Caesar,  King- 
Arthur,  Robert  Bruce,  Joan  of  Arc,  Sir  Francis  Drake,  and 
many  other  romantic  historical  characters,  which  ought  to 
interest  every  boy  and  girl ;  and  a  volume  by  W.  H.  Fitchett, 
called  Wellingtons  Men  (1280b),  and  containing  personal 
narratives  of  military  adventure  written  by  some  of  Wellington's 
most  famous  soldiers,  which  boys  will  find  very  attractive. 
Among  books  of  travel  and  adventure  I  would  cordially  recom- 
mend Borchgi'evink's  First  on  tlie  Antarctic  Continent  (1266b), 
a  book  which  will  rivet  the  attention  as  thoroughly  as  the  best 
story  by  Fenn  or  Henty.  It  is  attractively  got  up,  having  a 
picture  at  every  opening,  so  that  the  moment  you  get  hold  of  it 
you  are  impatient  to  begin  to  read  it.  I  should  like  some  of  the 
older  boys  to  read  Professor  Windl^'s  Life  in  Early  Britain 
(1154b).  It  is  not  a  hard  book  to  read,  and  you  will  be  led  on 
by  its  fascinating  story  to  take  an  interest  in  the  records  of  those 
far-off  ages,  which  are  written  on  the  rocks  and  stones,  and  in 
the  cave-dwellings  and  the  river-mud.  It  is  nicely  illustrated, 
and  more  wonderful  than  any  romance.  Tlie  Story  of  Wales,  by 
0.  M.  Edwards  (924b)  is  a  fine  bit  of  British  History,  of  that 
part  of  our  history  which  is  least  known  to  us,  and  is  illustrated 
by  a  large  number  of  views  of  Welsh  scenery.  Almost  every 
Aston  schoolboy  has  been  into  Wales  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
period,  and  it  will  give  renewed  interest  to  your  next  summer 
holiday  in  the  land  of  mountain,  passes,  and  waterfalls,  to  read 
this  capital  book. 
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ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LENDING  LIBRARY  SINCE  THE  CATALOGUE. 


RELIGION     AND     PHILOSOPHY. 
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OUR    LIBRARY. 


No.  6  SEPTEMBER.  1902. 


ROUND  ABOUT  THE  LIBRARY. 


Owing  to  various  causes  this  number  of  Our  Library  is 
late.  During  the  holiday  months  there  is,  necessarily  less 
reading  done,  and  it  has  been  thought  well  in  future  to  issue 
only  three  numbers  in  the  year,  which  will  appear,  as  nearly  as 
possible  at  the  beginning  of  January,  April,  and  September. 
The  next  number  will  appear  in  January,  1903.  In  order  to 
the  success  of  Our  Library  it  is  necessary  that  the  circulation 
should  be  increased.  It  will  be  deemed  a  favour  if  those  who 
find  it  useful  would  kindly  mention  it  to  other  readers  who  use 
the  Library. 

The  last  quarter  has  been  a  good  time  for  the  reader  whose 
tastes  run  in  the  direction  of  personal  recollections,  letters,  and 
autobiographic  writing  generally.  Quite  a  goodly  number  of 
such  books  have  of  late  been  added  to  the  Lending  Library. 
First  among  these  in  point  of  interest  is  the  volume  of  Letters  of 
John  Richard  Green,  the  historian  (14:01B  )  In  these  we  read  of 
Green's  early  struggles,  his  friendships,  his  long  intercourse  with 
Freeman  and  Boyd  Dawkins,  his  many  projects  in  the  way  of 
historical  research — most  of  which,  alas,  were  frustrated  by  his 
early  death.  These  letters,  indeed,  present,  as  the  editor,  Leslie 
Stephen,  observes,  "  a  very  vivid  picture  of  a  surprisingly  many- 
sided  character  and  intellect  "  ;  and  are  written  in  an  entertain- 
ing style  and  enriched  with  many  good  stories. 

The  author  of  "Collections  and  Recollections,  by  one  who 
has  kept  a  Diary  " — Mr.  G.  W.  E.  Russell — has  just  published 
another  volume  of  a  similar  character,  entitled  "  An  Onlooker's 
Note-Book  "  (1407B).     In  it  he  gossips  of  the  great  men  of  the 
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past,  and  the  manners  of  to-day.  There  is  in  these  notes  much 
that  makes  for  serious  thought  as  tO'  the  future  of  our  nation  and 
empire.  His  pictures  of  society,  its  amusements,  its  hangers-on, 
the  society  journalist,  mammonism,  gaming,  and  the  like,  bear 
the  evidence  of  a  keen  observation  and  a  faithful  reporter,  and 
present  a  dark  picture  of  the  times,  but  this  is  relieved  by  the 
closing  chapters,  in  which  he  shows  that  "  The  hero-race  may 
come  and  go,  but  it  doesn't  exactly  die,"  and  that  in  spite  of  his 
earlier  strictures  "  there  is  still  an  element  of  strong  and  saving 
virtue."  The  book  is  one  which  will  attract  the  attention  of  all 
thoughtful  readers,  and  it  is  brightened  by  much  pleasant  arid 
interesting  gossip  about  the  past,  and  by  numerous  anecdotes  of 
the  men  and  women  of  the  last  generation. 

William  Tinsley's  "  Random  Recollections  of  an  Old 
Publisher  "  (1409B)  is  a  very  enjoyable,  gossipy  book  about  the 
books  and  men  of  the  last  forty  years,  which  all  who  are  intimate 
with  the  literature  of  that  period  will  enjoy.  It  is  loosely 
written,  rather  like  the  garrulous  chat  of  an  old  man  looking 
back  over  an  active  life  than  anything  to  which  the  more  formal 
term  autobiography  might  apply.  Tinsley  Brothers — of  whom 
William  Tinsley  was  the  more  active  party — published  a  good 
deal  of  the  popular  fiction  in  the  later  "  sixties "  and  the 
"  seventies,"  as  well  as  more  serious  work,  and  these  twO'  volumes 
abound  in  good-natured  gossip  about  his  clients  and  others, 
Edmund  YateiS,  Charles  Dickens,  W.  H.  Wills,  Shirley  Brooks, 
William  Gilbert,  Miss  Braddon,  Justin  McCarthy,  the  fortunes 
of  Tinsley's  Magazine,  and  other  publishing  enterprises  of  his 
time.  Tinsley  was  an  old  playgoer  and  an  intimate  associate  of 
Toole  and  other  actors,  of  whom  he  tells  many  amusing  stories ; 
he  was  evidently  a  Bohemian  of  the  old  free  hearty  sort,  with  a 
wide  circle  of  friends,  and  the  glimpses  he  gives  of  the  literary 
and  theatrical  Bohemianism  of  his  day  add  a  piquancy  to  his 
recollections  which  makes  them  all  the  more  attractive  to  the 
general  reader. 

The  opinions  of  prominent  men  on  almost  any  topic  are  ever 
welcome  to  a  reading  public.  This  natural  and  very  human 
interest  becomes  intensified  when  a  printed  page  displays  the 
wisdom  accruing  from  many  years  of  energetic  toil.  Experience 
is  defined  by  Roger  Ascham  as  "  going  a  long  way  round  to  find 
a  short  cut."  Experience  is  life,  and  these  men  who  record  their 
share  of  it  confer  a  kindness  on  the  rest  of  humanity,  especially 
on  those  who  are  still  trudging  the  wearisome  long  way  round. 
Two  books  of  this  class  have  recently  made  their  appearance  in 
English  miscellaneous  literature.  The  soldier-statesman  with 
literary  tastes,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  the  President  of  the  great 
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republic  of  the  west,  is  responsible  for  one,  The  Strenuous  Life, 
(1096L).  The  book  is  written  in  terse,'  vigorous  English,  is 
eminently  practical,  and  well  worth  reading. 

The  other  is  LetAers  on  Life  (1084L),  by  "  Claudius  Clear," 
better  known,  perhaps,  as  Dr.  W.  Robertson  Nicoll.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  enlarge  on  Dr.  Nicoll's  position  in  contemporary 
English  journalism.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  book  of 
essays  reprinted  from  the  columns  of  th©  British  Weekly,  is 
marked  by  that  deep  sympathy  and  peculiar  grace  of  style  so 
characteristic  of  the  work  of  this  gifted  writer.  There  is  one 
essay,  however,  "  Firing  out  the  Fools,"  which  will  probably 
call  forth  vigorous  protest  on  the  part  of  the  reader,  and  seems, 
to  those  who  know  Dr.Nicoll's  writings,  very  far  from  the  spirit 
usually  manifested  therein. 

A  new  volume  by  Augustine  Birrell  affords  promise  of  a 
literary  treat  to  those  who  still  care  for  the  essay  in  the  delight- 
ful form  in  which  it  is  presented,  which  has  come  to  be  known  as 
"  Birrelling."  In  the  volume  of  Miscellanies  (899L)  there  is 
variety  enough  to  suit  many  tastes ;  comprising  as  it  does  essays 
on  John  Wesley,  J.  A.  Froude,  Browning,  Sir  Robert  Peel,  and 
Walter  Bagehot,  as  well  as  on  such  subjects  as  "  What  happened 
at  the  Reformation  ?  "  "  Christian  Evidences,"  "  Is  it  possible  to 
tell  a  good  book  from  a  bad  one  ?  "  "  The  Ideal  of  a  University," 
and  "  The  House  of  Commons." 

A  very  important  and  interesting  set  of  volumes  has  been 
added  to  the  Reference  Library  during  the  quarter,  in  the  com- 
plete series  of  "  Th©  Anglo-Saxon  Review,"  a  periodical  de  luxe 
issued  in  quarterly  volumes  during  the  last  three  years,  under 
the  editorship  of  Lady  Randolph  Churchill.  Each  number 
formed  a  large  handsome  volume,  bound  in  exact  facsimile  of 
some  famous  old  exampl©  of  the  binder's  art.  The  volumes 
contain  reproductions  of  fin©  historical  portraits,  and  articles 
by  notable  persons,  and  prefixed  to  each  volume  is  a  description 
of  the  particular  binding  reproduced  as  its  cover,  written  by 
Cyril  Davenport.  The  sides  of  the  volumes  make  a  goodly 
show,  in  the  rich  toolings,  inlaid  leather,  and  other  decorations 
characteristic  of  the  originals  from  which  they  are  copied. 

The  Library  has  become  a  subscriber  for  the  great  supple- 
ment to  the  Encyclopsedia  Britannica,  which  is  to  run  to  about 
eleven  volumes.  Three  of  these  have  already  been  received,  and 
are  accessible  to  readers,  as  the  succeeding  volumes  will  be, 
immediately  on  delivery.  There  should  be  no  lack,  therefore, 
of  up-to-date  information  on  all  subjects,  in  th©  Reference 
Library. 
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The  Treasures  of  the  National  Museums  made 
accessible  to  the  people  of  Aston  Manor. 

I.— THE     BRITISH     MUSEUM. 


Proba.bly  new  readers  are  aware  how  largely  the  contents  of 
our  great  national  museums  have  been  made  accessible  for  home- 
keeping  students  in  our  Public  Library.  This  is  especially  the 
case  as  regards  the  British  Museum,  in  both  its  departments, 
thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  Trustees  who  have  year  by  year, 
for  many  years,  given  to  the  Aston  Manor  Public  Library  most 
of  those  splendid  publications  which  have  for  their  purpose  the 
enumeration,  illustration,  or  reproduction  of  the  contents  of  the 
Museum. 

A  glance  at  these  publications  will  serve  to  .show  how  much 
of  what  is  most  valuable  in  the  Museum  is  brought  home  to  us, 
in  a  form  in  which  it  may  be  studied,  perhaps,  more  con- 
veniently than  in  the  bewildering  variety  which  seems  to  over- 
whelm us  when  attempting  to  master  the  contents  of  the  building 
itself.  But  before  turning  over  these  treasures  a  word  may  be 
said  as  to  the  simple  and  handy  Guide  Books,  which  will  be 
found  in  the  Reference  Library.  The  intending  visitor  to  the 
British  Museum  will  do  well  to  spend  an  hour  or  so  before  going 
up  in  examining  the  latest  edition  of  the  Guide  to  the  Exhibition 
Galleries,  in  which  he  will  gain  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the 
collections  and  will  thus  save  time  on  his  arrival.  The  several 
guides  to  the  Greek  and  Boman  Antiquities,  the  Assyrian 
(Nimroud  Saloon),  and  to  the  Sculptures  of  the  Parthenon  will 
be  of  further  assistance;  while  if  he  intends  visiting  the 
Natural  History  Department  at  South  Kensington,  the  series 
of  handbooks  to  the  general  collections,  the  galleries  of  Geology 
and  Palaeontology,  Mammalia,  Reptiles  and  Fishes,  Shells,  etc., 
will  be  of  equal  service  in  that  direction.  On  his  return  the 
visitor  may  conveniently  revive  his  impressions  of  the  Museum 
by  turning  over  some  of  the  greater  works  which  it  is  the  object 
of  this  article  briefly  to  describe. 

The  first  conception  of  the  British  Museum  in  the  populaa* 
mind  is  doubtless  centred  round  the  famous  collection  of  Ancient 
Marbles.  These  are  finely  represented  in  the  Library  in  the 
splendid  series  of  steel  engravings,  in  eleven  large  quarto- 
volumes.  The  first  three  volumes  contain  representations  of  the 
Townley  Marbles,  among  which  are  many  fine  heads,  busts,  bas- 
reliefs,  vases,  and  other  objects  which  would  lend  themselves  to 
the  modern  designer.      The  fourth  part  contains  descriptions 
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and  engravings  of  the  Sculptures  which  adorned  the  Temple  of 
Apollo  Epicurius,  near  the  ancient  city  of  Phigalia ;  the  fifth 
part  deals  with  the  Funeral  Urns  and  Sepulchral  Monuments; 
part  six  has  a  grand  series  of  engravings,  with  descriptions,  of 
the  sculptures  on  the  Pediment  of  the  Parthenon,  being  a 
portion  of  the  collection  known  as  the  Elgin  Marbles.  This 
interesting  series  is  continued  in  part  seven,  (the  Metopes  of  the 
Parthenon)  part  eight,  (the  Frieze)  and  part  nine,  general 
sculptures.  Parts  ten  and  eleven  give  further  engravings  and 
description  of  the  Townley  Collection.  The  latter  has  a  fine 
series  of  engraving's  of  heads  of  classic  divinities,  portrait  busts 
of  several  of  the  Roman  emperors,  and  the  celebrated  figure  of 
the  Discobolus.  This  fine  collection  of  engravings  is  one  of  the 
treasures  of  our  Library.  Produced  at  great  expense,  and 
published  at  twenty-three  guineas,  or  thereabouts,  it  was  of  itself 
a  munificent  gift  from  the  Trustees,  but  it  was  but  one  out  of  a 
large  number  of  valuable  works  which  were  presented  at  the 
same  time,  and  they  have  been  supplemented  by  a  large  number 
of  equally  valuable  gifts  from  the  same  source,  throughout  the 
history  of  the  Library. 

Among  the  treasures  of  the  Egyptian  collections  is  the 
remarkable  papyrus — The  Book  of  Ani — one  of  the  most 
famous  of  the  Books  of  the  Dead.  This  has  been  most  carefully 
reproduced,  in  the  colours  of  the  original,  in  a  large  folio  volume, 
a  copy  of  which  is  in  our  library,  and  will  well  repay  close  in- 
spection, whether  as  an  illustration  of  Egyptian  mythology  and 
funeral  customs,  or  as  an  example  of  early  decorative  art.  A 
volume  of  translation  and  transliteration  by  Dr.  Wallis  Budge 
has  also  been  presented,  and  more  recently  a  second  volume  of 
reproductions,  in  colours,  of  other  Books  of  the  Dead,  including 
the  Papyri  of  Hunefer,  Anhai,  and  others. 

One  of  the  greatest  treasures  of  the  Museum  Library  is  the 
priceless  Greek  manuscript  of  the  Scriptures  commonly  known 
as  the  Codex  Alexa,ndrinus,  the  text  which  is  generally  placed 
third  in  the  list  of  the  primitive  texts  from  which  the  present 
accepted  text  of  the  Bible  is  derived.  Of  this  the  Museum 
authorities  many  years  ago  caused  an  engraved  facsimile  to  be 
made ;  but  this  has  been  superseded  in  more  recent  times  by  a 
beautiful  series  of  photographs  of  every  page  of  the  manuscript 
— also  issued  from  the  Museum — in  which  every  mark  on  the 
venerable  parchment  is  faithfully  reproduced,  every  mended 
corner,  the  modern  MS.  numbering  of  the  pages — in  fact  for 
every  practical  purpose  the  actual  manuscript  is  made  accessible 
to  all  who  possess  the  facsimile.  When  the  first  gift  was  made 
to  this  library  by  the  authorities,  only  the  New  Testament  was 
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don©  in  the  photo-facsimile,  and  this  is  in  our  library,  but  the 
Old  Testament  portion  is  in  the  older  engraved  facsimile.  At 
the  end  of  the  New  Testament  are  appended  the  Epistles  of  St. 
Clement,  and  the  later  leaves,  to  judge  by  the  photograph,  are 
in  a  very  deplorable  condition.  They  have,  however,  at  least 
served  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  latter  pages  of  the 
Apocalypse  in  a  complete  state.  The  beginning  of  the  New 
Testament  volume  has  fared  worse.  The  first  twenty-four 
chapters  of  St.  Matthew's  Gospel  are  wanting,  and  verses  1  to 
5  of  Chapter  25,  and  there  are  several  other  defects  in  the  body 
of  the  volume. 

The  interest  which  attaches  to  letters  of  fa^mous  persons 
will  always  render  the  splendid  collection  of  Facsimiles  of  Royal, 
Historical,  Literary,  and  other  Autographs,  issued  by  the 
Trustees  a,  few  years  ago,  a  source  of  great  attraction.  As  we 
turn  over  this  remarkable  series  of  letters,  we  become  more 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  great  men  of  letters  and  men  of 
action  of  past  centuries  as  well  as  of  our  own  time.  Among  the 
treasures  thus  revealed  we  find  here  a  leaf  from  John  Milton's 
Bible,  with  family  records  in  his  handwriting;  and  the 
agreement  of  the  poet  with  Symons,  the  bookseller,  for  the 
sale  of  the  copyright  of  "  a  poem  intituled  Paradise  lost ''  for 
five  pounds ;  an  agreement  of  Oliver  G-oldsmith  with  Dodsley 
the  publisher  for  one  of  those  pieces  of  hack-work  which  that 
delightful  writer  so  often  found  himself  compelled  tO'  undertake, 
out  of  his  very  need  ;  the  manuscript  of  a  song  by  Robert  Burns, 
a  page  of  Scott's  neat  manuscript  of  "  Kenilworth  "  ;  a  letter  of 
Thomas  Carlyl©  to  Macvey  Napier  of  the  "  Edinburgh  Review," 
offering  an  article  on  Ebenezer  Elliot  and  his^  Corn-Law 
Rhymes;  Dickens'  last  letter,  written  to  Charles  Kent  on  the 
day  before  his  death,  and  beginning  "  To-morrow  is  a  very  bad 
day  for  me  "  ;  the  manuscript  of  Tennyson's  Ode  to  the  Queen, 
ait  the  end  of  the  "  Idylls  of  the  King  "  ;  as  well  as  hundreds  of 
other  manuscripts  of  the  greatest  interest. 

(To  BE  Continued.) 


BOOK  ILLUSTRATION,   AS  REPRESENTED 
IN  THE  LIBRARY. 

Among  the  many  developments  of  "  the  wonderful  century  " 
just  past,  none  have  been  more  remarkable  than  the  art  of  Book- 
Illustration.  To  turn  over  the  early  volumes  of  the  "  Illustrated 
London  News  "  and  contrast  the  illustrations  therein  contained 
with  those  of  to-day  will  serve  as  an  exemplification  of  this ;    and 
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a  glance  at  some  of  the  works  dealing  with  the  subject  in  our 
Reference  and  Lending  Libraries,  with  an  occasional  peep  at 
some  noteworthy  examples  of  the  art,  would  form  a  pleasant 
occupation  for  a  spare  hour  or  two  when  the  long  evenings 
return.  By  way  of  preparation  for  this  we  venture  to  pass  some 
of  these  works  under  review,  briefly,  with  a  few  notes  on  the 
sources  of  illustration  of  the  subject  which  are  to  be  found  on 
the  library  shelves. 

A  comprehensive  view  of  the  subject  would  have  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  art  of  illumination  and  of  the  grand  old  copper 
plates  and  wood  engravings  of  Albert  Durer  and  Hans  Holbein, 
of  which  the  library  possesses  some  fine  examples — particularly 
of  the  former.  But  this  would  be  too  large  a  subject  to  be  dealt 
with  in  a  brief  paper  in  Our  Library.  For  our  purpose  it  may 
be  well  to  confine  ourselves  within  the  lines  laid  down  in  Mr. 
Austin  Dobson's  chapter  at  the  end  of  Andrew  Lang^  little 
book  on  "  The  Library  "'  (803L).  Modern  book-illustration  un- 
doubtedly begins  with  Bewick  and  his  school  of  wood-engravers, 
in  the  later  years  of  the  18th  century.  Mr.  Austin  Dobson  has 
dealt  with  this  famous  grouj)  of  artists  in  his  "  Thomas  Bewick 
and  His  Pupils,"  which  contains  a  goodly  number  of  reproduc- 
tions of  Bewick's  wonderful  woodcuts,  as  well  as  of  some  of  the 
pretty  little  woodcuts  by  Clennell,  Nesbit,  Harvey,  Jackson,  and 
others,  which  adorned  the  gift-books  and  nursery  books  of  a 
hundred  years  ago*  which  were  designed  by  Stothard,  Thurston 
and  other  artists  of  the  period.  Those  who^  are  interested  in  the 
work  of  Bewick  will  also'  turn  to  the  fine  copy  of  the  "  British 
Birds  "  by  this  artist  in  our  reference  library.  Of  this  remark- 
able book  Ruskin  wrote  r  "  The  execution  of  the  plumage  in 
Bewick's  Birds  is  the  most  masterly  thing  ever  yet  done  in  wood- 
cutting; it  is  just  worked  as  Paul  Veronese  would  have  worked 
in  wood,  had  he  taken  to  it.  Bewick  is  the  Burns  of  painting.' 
The  wood  engravers  of  this  period  are  also  dealt  with  in  Chatto's 
"  Treatise  on  Wood  Engraving."  In  this  volume  copies  are 
given  of  some  of  the  book-illustrations  designed  by  William 
Harvey,  whose  fertility  of  invention  and  richness  of  detail  are 
well  exemplified  in  his  illustrations  to  Lane's  edition  of  the 
"  Arabian  Nights  "  ;  and  some  of  John  Gilbert's  work,  who  may 
be  seen  at  his  best  as  a  book-illustrator  in  the  famous  edition  of 
Shakespeare  illustrated  throughout  by  his  fertile  pencil. 

Early  in  the  19th  century  there  were  issued  several 
examples  of  book-illustration  which  are  a  class  by  themselves, 
the  remarkable  decorated  editions  of  the  "  Songs  of  Innocence  " 
and  the  "  Book  of  Job,"  by  WilHam  Blake,  of  which  it  has  been 
said  ''the  mind  hangs  in  a  pleasant  uncertainty  as  to  whether  it 
is  a  picture  that  is  singing  or  a  song  which  has  newly  budded 
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and  blossomed  into  colour  and  form."  Of  these,  in  their  colour, 
the  library  does  not  unfortunately  possess  an  example,  but  a  con- 
siderable number  of  reproductions  in  mono'chrome  and  black  and 
white  are  to  be  found  in  Gilchrist's  Life  and  Works  of  William 
Blake. 

When  Queen  Victoria  came  tO'  the  throne,  the  innumerable 
Keepsakes  and  Albums,  other  annuals  of  a  like;  nature  had 
rendered  line  engraving  a  popular  medium  for  illustrative 
purposes ;  and  among  these  were  many  fine  works.  Locally  the 
"  Graphic  Illustrations  of  Warwickshire "  was  a  popular 
example  of  this  art,  and  it  may  be  mentioned  in  passing  that 
many  of  the  best  line  engravers  were  Birmingham,  men.  Their 
finest  work  may  be  seen  in  the  folio  volume  of  engravings  after 
Turner,  called  "  The  Turner  Gallery."  Of  this  magnificent 
work  the  library  is  fortunate  in  possessing  two  copies,  the 
ordinary  edition  in  folio,  and  a  sumptuous  copy  containing 
proof  impressions  of  the  plates,  before  letters,  on  India  paper, 
and  bound  in  crimson  morocco — a  veritable  edition  de  luxe,  the 
gift  of  the  late  Mr.  G.  Perks.  Another  fine  series  of  engravings 
after  Turner,  contained  in  the  Reference  Library,  is  the 
''  Picturesque  Views  in  England  and  Wales,"  upon  which  the 
Birmingham  engravers  were  also  engaged.  Virtue's  Imperial 
Edition  of  Shakespeare,  also,  presents  some  excellent  examples 
of  the  work  of  the  best  line  engravers. 

Side  by  side  with  line  engraving,  lithography  also 
flourished,  and  many  notable  volumes  of  lithogTaphed  plates 
were  produced  at  that  period.  Perhaps  the  finest  example  to 
be  found  on  the  shelves  of  our  library  is  the  large  folio  volume 
by  J.  B.  Pyne,  illustrating  the  Scenery  of  the  English  Lake 
District.  In  these  grand  plates  the  fine  atmospheric  effects  and 
the  striking  contrasts  of  light  and  shade  for  which  Pyne  was 
noted,  are  brought  out  in  a  manner  only  possible  at  that  time  by 
lithography,  and  did  we  possess  no  other  work  in  this  method, 
this  alone  would  serve  as  an  excellent  example  of  lithography  at 
its  best. 

After  line  engraving  and  lithography  had  had  their  vogue, 
wood  engraving  again  reasserted  itself  as  the  method  of  adorn- 
ment for  fine  illustrated  books.  The  gift-books  of  the  late 
"  fifties  "  and  the  "sixties  "  were  enriched  with  fine  examples  of 
wood  engra,ving,  the  artists  employed  most  frequently  being 
John  Gilbert  and  Birket  Foster,  whose  work  may  be  found  in 
the  prettily  illustrated  editions  of  modern  poets,  books  like 
"  Dawn  to  Daylight"  and  similar  poetical  anthologies,  one  of 
the  prettiest  being  ''  Christmas  with  the  Poets,"  which  is  entirely 
illustrated  by  Birket  Foster,  the  engravings  being  printed  on  a 
tinted  ground.     Both  these  works  mentioned  are  in  the  library. 
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The  edition  of  Longfellow,  in  the  Reference  Library,  is  also 
illustrated  by  Gilbert  and  Foster,  and  some  other  artists  whose 
work  was  most  frequently  presented  through  the  medium  of 
wood  engraving  at  this  period. 

The  seventh  decade  of  the  century  saw  a  complete  revolu- 
tion in  the  art  of  drawing  on  wood.  It  wa,s  the  time  of  high-class 
illustrated  magazines;  and  the  first  dozen  volumes  of  "  Once  a 
Week,"  and  some  of  the  volumes  of  "  Good  Words  "  and  the 
"  Sunday  Magazine,"  will  one  day  be  counted  rare  and  valuable 
as  examples  of,  perhaps,  the  best  period  of  book-illustration  in 
the  19th  century.  Millais,  Holman  Hunt,  Rossetti,  Frederick 
Walker,  Sandys,  Tenniel,  Keene,  all  worked  for  one  or  other  of 
these  magazines,  as  did  many  other  artists  who  afterwards 
achieved  fame  as  painters.  Frederick  Leighton  contributed  a 
series  of  fine  woodcuts  to  "  Cornhill  "  in  illustration  of  George 
Eliot's  "  Romola " ;  Walker  in  like  manner  illustrated 
Thackeray's  "Philip,"  in  the  same  magazine;  Luke  Fildes — 
then  signing  himself  "  S.  L.  F.  " — adorned  the  pages  of  "  Once  a 
Week  "  in  1869-70,  and  concurrently  with  the  issue  of  these 
periodicals  appeared  many  illustrated  books  which  will  be  prized 
by  collectors  in  the  years  to  come.  A.  Boyd  Houghton,  G.  H. 
Thomas,  G.  J.  Pinwell,  Charles  H.  Bennett,  and  W.  Harry 
Rogers  were  among  the  artists  in  black  and  white  who  helped 
to  adorn  many  of  these  volumes.  Bennett's  fine  heads  of 
characters  in  the  ''  Pilgrim's  Progress  "  are  to  be  found  in  an 
edition  of  that  work  in  the  Reference  Library,  and  also  his 
quaintly  illustrated  edition  of  Quarles's  Emblems;  the  fine 
borders  to  these  emblem  pictures  being  by  W.  Harry  Rogers. 

(To  BE  Continued.) 


NOTES    FOR   THE    NOVEL    READER. 

Some  famous  man  is  credited  with  the  saying  that  for  every 
new  book  that  came  out  he  read -an  old  one.  No  one  who  knows 
our  literature  can  doubt  that  this  would  be  an  excellent  plan  as 
regards  novels.  One  cannot  but  pity  the  reader  whose  constant 
demand  is  for  "  a  new  novel,"  regardless  of  its  relative  worth  or 
worthlessness.  The  slender  volumes,  padded  out  with  spaces 
and  margins  and  blank  leaves  until  they  are  made  to  look  like 
novels  of  full  measure,  are  poor  substitutes  for  the  work  of  the 
older  men  who  gave  "  good  measure,  pressed  down  and  running- 
over."  Small  wonder  that  they  are  read  in  a  day  and  promptly 
retm^ned  on  the  morrow.  Not  so  such  books  as  Black's 
"  Daughter  of  Heth   "  (1121E)  and  "  In  Far  Lochaber  "  (lllOE), 
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Besant  and  Rice's  "  Grolden  Butterfly  "  (444E)  and  "  The  Seamy 
Side  "  (48 7E),  or,  to  mention  greater  names,  the  ample  volumes 
of  Dickens,  Thackeray,  and  George  Eliot.  If  any  reader  is 
minded  to  follow  the  example  referred  to  at  the  beginning  of 
this  paragraph,  let  him  make  the  acquaintance  of  some  of  the 
works  here  mentioned.  In  the  first-named  of  Black's  novels 
that  droll  specimen  of  Scottish  boyhood,  "  The  Whaup  "  figures, 
while  in  the  second  an  equally  amusing  character  is  to  be  met 
with  in  the  person  of  "  John,"  the  engine  of  mischief  who  is  so 
intimate  with  "the  duffel."  "The  Seamy  Side,"  too,  has  its  quaint 
boy  character,  the  impish  young  albino,  Nick  Credland.  Other 
novels  of  the  past,  full  of  interest  and  charm,  crowd  the  memory 
as  one  writes.  The  stirring  story  of  the  Sheffield  trades  unions 
and  the  great  inundation-^Charles  Reade's  "  Put  Yourself  in 
His  Place  "  (141 2E),  that  pathetic  and  powerful  story  which 
was  Maxwell  Gray's  first  success,  "  The  Silence  of  Dean  Mait- 
land"  (2207E),  Jessie  Fothergill's  "First  Violin"  (2137E), 
Wilkie  Collins's  "-  Moonstone  "  (592E) — one  of  the  finest  tales 
of  mystery  ever  woven — Dinah  Muloch  Craik's  "  John  Halifax, 
Gentleman  "  (2064E),  Crawford's  "  Mr.  Isaacs  "  (2237E)  and 
"  Dr.  Claudius "  (2233E),  and  among  later  books,  Anstey's 
"  Giant's  Robe  "  (1758E) — one  of  the  finest  things  he  has  done — 
Frank  Barrett's  "  Folly  Morrison  "  (3422E)  and  "  Fettered  for 
Life"  (3421E),  and  Grant  Allen's  "Babylon"  (2389E)  and 
"  The  Tents  of  Shem  "  (2801E),  which  latter  tells  of  some  moving 
adventures  in  Algeria. 

At  the  same  time  the  last  few  months  have  brought  forth 
some  veiy  able  and  readable  novels.  Hornung  has  given  us  a 
very  powerful  and  attractive  novel  in  "  The  Shadow  of  the 
Rope"  (1022E).  Graham  Travers'  new  book,  "  The  Way  of 
Escape  "  (348 IE),  although  not  so  pleasant  as  her  first  work  is  a 
notable  book.  A.  W.  Marchmont  has  added  to  his  growing  list 
of  exciting  stories  "  Sarita  the  Carlist  "  (4045E),  a  stirring  tale 
of  Spain  and  the  Carlist  plots.  There  is  another  budget  of  sea- 
side humours  from  W.  W.  Jacobs,  "  At  Sunwich  Port  ''  (40'27E). 
The  mysterious  Mr.  Sherlock  Holmes  has  been  resuscitated  by 
Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  in  the  strange  tale  of  "  The  Hound  of 
the  Baskervilles  "  (3180E),  and  the  two  Hockings  have  each 
brought  forth  new  stories  during  the  quarter,  Silas  telling  a 
sensational  story  of  a  clergyman  who  was  wrongfully  charged 
with  having  committed  a  murder,  in  the  book  entitled 
"  Gripped  "  (739E),  while  Joseph  gives  us  a  pleasanter  romance 
of  Cornwall,  "  Greater  Love  "  (1297E). 

The  reader  who  likes  a  bright  sparkling  novel  will  find 
"The  Cardinal's  Snuff-Box"  (4070E),  by  Henry  Harland, 
entirely  to  his  taste.     There  is  a  distinction  of  style  about  it,  a 
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freshness,  and  an  unspoiled  humour  which  cannot  fail  to  charm. 
Although  Hai'land  is  not  exactly  a  new  writer^ — one  of  his  books 
dating  back  as  far  as  1889 — he  has  only  recently  begun  to  take 
a  place  among  those  from  whom  a  new  novel  is  eagerly  expected  ; 
and  those  who  read  this  will  most  certainly  desire  to  have  other 
novels  from  the  pen  of  so  brilliant  a  writer.  "  The  Lady  Para- 
mount (4072E)  is  the  latest  of  his  stories,  and  like  the  former, 
light,  gay,  and  yet  earnest  in  tone,  it  holds  the  reader  enchanted, 
and  leaves  a  pleasant  taste  after  it  is  finished.  "  G-rey  Roses  " 
(407 IE)  is  a  collection  of  shorter  stories  by  the  same  writer, 

Robert  Barr's  most  recent  novel,  "  The  Victors  "  (405 IE), 
is  on  a  larger  scale  than  most  of  his  previous  books,  and  is  in  a 
more  serious  vein.  Yet  for  all  this  the  reac^er  will  find  plenty  to 
amuse,  in  the  vivid  pictures  of  American  life  of  to-day,  the 
humours  of  "  Tammany  "'  and  of  local  elections,  American 
country  life,  the  tramp  and  his  ways — ^particularly  the  "  railroad 
tramp  " — and  the  story  is  one  which  holds  the  reader  to  the  last 
chapter. 

"  The  Prince  of  the  Captivity  "  is  the  latest  of  the  series  of 
'  romances  of  high  politics  '  which  tell  of  the  fortunes  of  the 
Mortimer  family  in  one  of  the  Balkan  provinces,  and  in 
Palestine.  The  new  volume  tells  of  the  love  of  Viscount  Usk, 
the  son  of  '  the  uncrowned  king,'  Lord  Caerleon,  for  the 
daughter  of  a  supposed  American  millionaire  who  is  in  reality 
the  scion  of  a  royal  house.  '  The  crowned  queen,'  Ernestine, 
and  her  husband,  Cyril  Mortimer  (the  prince  of  the  captivity) 
figure  again  in  this  book,  the  latter  playing  the  principal  part 
in  the  secondary  plot  of  the  story,  which  is  as  good  as  any  in  the 
series — and  Sydney  Grier's  books  never  fail  to  retain  the  reader's 
interest  to  the  end.  To  those  who  care  to  follow  the  series  it 
may  be  pointed  out  that  "  An  Uncrowned  King  "  (3871E)  is  the 
first,  and  the  fortunes  of  the  family,  and  of  the  Balkan  kingdom, 
are  further  set  forth  in  "  A  Crowned  Queen  "  (3875E),  ''  Kings 
of  the  East  "  (3877E),  and  ''  The  Prince  of  the  Captivity  " 
(4056E). 


TO    THE    BOYS    AND    GIRLS. 

I  am  going  to  say  something  to  you  this  time  which  I  think 
will  surprise  you.  Knowing  how  strongly  I  have  always  stood 
up  for  the  Library,  and  the  benefit  which  it  confers  on  the 
district,  you  will,  I  am  sure,  be  surprised  when  I  say  I  am 
beginning  to  be  afraid  the  Library  is  not  altogether  a  good  thing 
for  the  boys  and  girls  who  use  it  so  freely.  Books  come  so  easily, 
and  there  are  always  plenty  more  where  they  come  from,  that 
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you  are  apt  to  look  upon  your  privilege  too  lightly.  But  that  is 
not  the  worst  side  of  the  matter.  You  are  tempted  to  gabble 
through  the  books  you  get  out  of  the  Library,  so  quickly  that 
you  do  not  get  the  best  out  of  them  ;  and  you  read  so  many  that 
you  soon  forget  what  you  read.  If  you  were  only  able  to  get  a 
book  once  in  a  way,  I  think  you  would  take  more  time  over  it, 
read  it  more  carefully,  and  remember  it  in  years  to  come.  I  am 
speaking  from  experience  when  I  say  this.  There  were  no  Free 
Libraries  that  I  could  come  at,  when  I  was  a  boy,  and  when  I 
had  exhausted  the  little  stock  we  had  in  the  house,  I  was  glad  to 
borrow  an  occasional  book  wherever  I  could.  They  were  not  all 
fiction,  by  any  means,  but  as  the  books  were  few,  I  had  leisure 
and  inclination  to  tackle  books  of  a  more  serious  character. 
Now-a-days,  there  are  so  many  capital  works  of  fiction  for  young 
people  that  it  makes  you  impatient  of  more  serious  reading,  and 
so — you  don't  try  it. 

All  this  lea^s  me  to  enquire  whether,  in  the  multitude  of 
modern  books  by  such  writers  as  Fenn  and  Henty  and  Talbot 
Baines  Beed,  and  a  host  of  others,  you  have  ever  tried  the  older 
favourites  which  did  duty  for  juvenile  reading  before  the  days  of 
Free  Libraries  ?  Have  you  read  "Bobinson  Crusoe"  for  instance  ? 
Don't  smile  and  think  this  is  a  joke;  I  have  met  with  a  good 
many  boys  who  haven't  read  the  grand  old  masterpiece  which  to 
boys  of  forty  years  ago  was  almost  the  only  book  of  adventure 
they  could  get  hold  of.  We  used  to  read  it  again  and  again 
until  it  became  as  real — nay,  more  real  than  English  History  to 
us.  Did  you  ever  take  Day's  "  Sandford  and  Merton  "  out  of 
the  Library  ?  It  is  the  fashion  among  some  silly  people  to  sneer 
at  that  book  now,  but  in  my  boyhood  I  learned  a  good  many 
useful  things  out  of  the  conversations  and  anecdotes  told  by  Mr. 
Barlow  to  his  two  pupils,  Harry  Sandford  and  Tommy  Merton, 
The  story  of  the  Grateful  Turk,  the  well-known  tale  of  Androcles, 
the  classic  story  of  Damon  and  Pythias,  and  many  others,  with  a 
large  amount  of  interesting  information  about  animals  and 
plants,  the  stars,  the  will  o'  the  wisp,  and  many  other  curious 
matters  of  science,  are  to  be  found,  in  a  pleasant  readable  form, 
in  this  neglected  juvenile  book  of  bygone  days. 

If  there  are  fewer  readers  of  "  Bobinson  Crusoe "  and 
"  Sandford  and  Merton  "  now-ardays  than  there  used  to  be,  I  am 
afraid  the  readers  of  the  "  Pilgrim's  Progress  "  are  still  fewer. 
Yet  this  wonderful  book  was  a  prime  favourite  with  the  boys 
who  are  now  growing  old  ;  and  no  wonder.  Lord  Macaulay  says 
that  m  his  time  it  was  a  greater  favourite  in  the  nursery  than 
"  Jack  the  Giant  Killer  "  ;  and  if  you  don't  understand  the  hard 
things  m  it— the  arguments  and  discussions,  and  the  meaning  of 
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the  allegory,  read  it  for  the  story,  the  stirring  adventures  with 
giants  and  hobgoblins,  with  lions  and  other  fearsome  things — 
and  then  perhaps,^  when  you  are  grown  up,  you  will  read  it  again 
for  its  deeper  meaning. 

And  now  for  another  old  favourite — Lamb's  Tales  from 
Shakespeare.  I  expect  most  of  you  will  not  be  able  to  read 
Shakespeare's  plays  as  a  whole  for  some  years  to  come,  but  if 
you  get  hold  of  the  capital  volume  of  tales  which  form  the  plots 
of  these  plays,  told  in  a  charming  manner  by  Charles  and  Mary 
Lamb,  you  will  be  all  the  more  likely  to  want  to  read  the  plays 
as  Shakespeare  wrote  them,  when  you  are  older. 

\ 

There  are  a  good  many  first-rate  books  which  may  be 
reckoned  quite  modern  by  the  side  of  the  old  favourites  I  have 
mentioned,  but  which  are  not  read  so  often  or  so  widely  as  they 
used  to  be.  The  three  old  favourites  by  Farrar — "  Eric,"  "  St. 
Winifred's,"  and  "Julian  Home" — are  becoming  neglected  of 
late.  Never  mind  what  Stalky  &  Co.  and  some  other  people  say 
who  ought  to  know  better,  about  these  splendid  school  and 
college  tales ;  they  are  as  jolly  and  exciting  as  they  are  whole- 
some and  reverent  in  tone,  and  with  all  their  fun  and  adventure 
they  have  helped  many  a  boy  to  choose  the  right  and  avoid  evil, 
and  so  I  say  to  all  who  have  not  yet  read  these  books,  get  them 
out  and  read  them  carefully,  and  you  will  find  a  good  deal  of 
enjoyment  a,nd  some  very  wholesome  lessons  in  them.  Those 
who  do  know  it  will  be  glad  to  be  directed  to  a  later  work  by 
the  same  author,  "  The  Three  Homes  "  (143F),  which  is  also  a 
very  enjoyable  tale  for  boys  and  girls. 

Now  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  some  later  books  which 
I  find  you  are  forgetting  somewhat.  I  should  hardly  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  recommend  Stevenson's  "  Treasure 
Island,"  "  The  Black  Arrow,"  and  "  Kidnapped  ";  yet  I  find 
the  copies  in  the  Juvenile  Library  are  not  being  taken  out  as 
they  should  be.  All  I  can  say  is,  I  envy  the  boy,  or  man  either, 
who  has  such  a  treat  in  store  as  the  reading  of  these  books  for 
the  first  time.  I  directed  a  boy  to  Conan  Doyle's — I  ought  to 
say  Sir  Conan  Doyle's — "  Micah  Clark,"  the  other  day,  and  I 
was  surprised  to  find  he  did  not  know  it.  Well,  if  you  haven't 
read  the  adventures  of  young  Micah  at  the  Battle  of  Sedgemoor 
and  afterwards,  you  have  a  treat  in  store.  And  when  you  have 
read  it,  try  his  "  White  Company,"  a  fine  book  of  historical 
adventure  of  an  earlier  period;  and  ''The  Refugees,"  which 
tells  of  the  trials  and  adventures  of  some  of  the  French  refugees 
who,  after  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  by  Louis  XIV., 
found  a  home  in  the  forests  of  Canada. 
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But  I  must  bring  this  talk  to  a  close ;  not,  however,  with- 
out a  short  list  of  non-fictional  books  which  I  hope  you  will  read 
before  the  next  number  of  "  Our  Library"  appears.  Among 
biographies  I  would  suggest  that  you  take  out  and  read  Clark 
Russell's  "  Pictures  from  the  Life  of  Nelson,"  and  a  book  by  the 
late  Mr.  Bunce,  editor  of  the  Birmingham  Daily  Post — "  A  Life 
of  Sir  Josiah  Mason,"  who  founded  the  Orphanage  at 
Erdington,  and  the  great  College  which  has  grown  into  the 
Birmingham  University. 

There  is  a  wonderfully  interesting  and  informing  series  of 
volumes  mostly  in  Class  D,  called  "  The  Library  of  Useful 
Stories."  They  are  written  by  able  men,  and  they  tell  the  story 
of  the  Plants,  the  Wild  Flowers,  the  Stars,  the  Weather,  the 
Earth,  A  Piece  of  Coal ;  there  are  volumes  dealing  with  the 
history  of  British  Coinage,  of  Art,  of  the  Potter,  of  the  remark- 
able Civilizations  of  past  ages,  which  have  long  ago  passed  away, 
a,nd  many  other  things  which  are  sure  to  interest  you.  They 
are  small  volumes,  mostly  illustrated,  and  I  think  if  you  ask  for 
one  of  them  instead  of  an  ordinary  story  book  now  and  then  you 
will  not  be  disappointed. 


ADDITIONS    TO    CLASS    E,    FICTION. 

Since  the  List  already  Published  in  "  Our  Library.'^ 


Ackworth  (J.),  The  Coming  of  the  Preachers 

Adeler  (Max),  Captain  Bluitt 

Angus  (Orme),  Jan  Oxber  (Village  Sketches) 

Love  in  Our  Village 

Antrobus  (C.  L.),  Quality  Corner 
Atherton  (G.),  The  Calif ornians  ... 

Senator  North 

Bacheller  (Irving),  Eben  Holden  (An  American  Story) 
Barr  (R.),  The  Victors  (Modern  American  Life) 
Barrett  (F.),  Breaking  the  Shackles 

• — Lieutenant  Barnabas 

Barrett  (Wilson)  and  Barron  (E.),  In  Old  New  York 
Bennett  (Arnold),  The  G-rand  Babylon  Hotel    . . . 
Besant  (W.),  The  Lady  of  Lynn  ... 
Blind  (M.),  Tarantella  :    a  Romance 
Boldrewood  (R.),  In  Bad  Company,  &c.  ... 


1468E 

1745E 

1169E 

1170E 

2186E 

450E 

469E 

633E 

405  IE 

23E 

22E 

90E 

1176E 

2228E 

2415E 

72E 
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Boothby  (Guy),  Farewell  Nikola 

.  A  Millionaire's  Love  Story 

■  My  Indian  Queen 

My  Strangest  Case  ...  .  •  •  •  •  • 

The  Myst-ery  of  the  Clasped  Hands         

A  Sailor's  Bride     ... 

Broughton  (R.),  Foes  in  Law 

Burton  (J.  B.),  The  Seafarers       '■ 

Caine  (Hall),  The  Eternal  City     2236,  2239,  & 

Cameron  (Mrs.  H.  L.),  A  Bachelor's  Bridal 

Carey  (B.  N.),  Cousin  .Mona  \ 

Herb  of  Grace 

^  Little  Miss  Muff et  

•  Other  People's  Lives  (Stories) 

Castle  (Egerton),  Consequences    ... 

Marshfield,  the  Observer 

Chambers  (R.  W.),  Cardigan         ...  

Churchill  (W.),  The  Celebrity       

— — —  The  Crisis  (American  War  of  Secession) ... 
Richard  Carvel  (American  War  of  Independence) 

Cobban  (J.  M.),  An  African  Treasure      ... 

The  Golden  Tooth 

. The  Green  Turbans  (The  Berbers  of  Morocco)  . . . 

- — — —  Her  Royal  Highness's  Love  Affair 

^I'd  Crowns  Resign 

Crawford  (F.  M.),  Marietta  :    a  Maid  of  Venice 

Via  Crucis  :    a  Romance  of  the  2nd  Crusade      . . . 

Crockett  (S.  R.),  Cinderella  

■  The  Dark  o'  the  Moon  [Sequel  to  ''The  Raiders"] 

The  Firebrand 

— ■  The  Silver  Skull 

Croker  (B.  M.),  The  Cat's  Paw      

Cromarty  (Deas),  The  Heart  of  Babylon         T.  ... 

Davis  (R.  H.),  In  the  Fog  

Dickens  (Mary  A.),  The  Wastrel 

Dix  (E.  A.),  Deacon  Bradbury  (An  American  Story)     . . . 

Donovan  (Dick,  J,  E.  Muddoch)  From  Clue  to  Capture 

Jim,  the  Penman  ... 

Doyle  (A.  C),  The  Hound  of  the  Baskervilles 

(Sherlock  Holmes  Series.) 

Fenn  (G.  M.),  The  Bag  of  Diamonds,  &c 

The  Cankerworm  ... 

Finnemore  (J.),  The  Lover  Fugitives 

Fothergill  (J.),  A  March  in  the  Ranks 

Fowler  (E.  H.),  The  World  and  Winstow 


29E 
36E 
40E 
26E 
38E 
41E  - 
2154E 
413E 
2243E 
1136E 
4016E 
4015E 
401 7E 
4018E 
2583E 
1457E 
4006E 
687E 
684E 
681E 
4010E 
2273E 
4013E 
4012E 
4011 E 
3326E 
2468E 
40O1E 
4002E 
4003E 
1137E 
3163E 
870E 
217E 
1245E 
636E 
297E 
40'24E 
3180E 

3281E 

2590E 

,     370E 

.  2128E 

.  1466E 
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Francis  (M.  E.),  Fiander's  Widow 

Pastorals  of  Dorset 

Gallon  (Tom),  Dicky  Monteith     . . . 

Rickerby's  Folly    ... 

A  Rogue  in  Love  ... 

The  Second  Dandy-Chater 

Tatterley     ... 

Giberne  (A.),  Anthony  Cragg's  Tenant 
Golsworthy  (A.),  The  New  Master 

(A  humorous  school  story,  from  a  Master's  point 

of  view.) 

Grand  (S.),  Babs,  the  Impossible  .. .          ...          ...          ...  3316E 

Gray  (Maxwell),  Four-Leaved  Clover       4020E 

Harland  (H.),  The  Cardinars  Snuff-Box             4070E 

Grey  Roses  (Stories)          4071E 

^  The  Lady  Paramount 4072E 

Harte  (Bret),  On  the  Old  Trail 1811E 

Hocking  (Jos.),  Greater  Love       ...          ...          ...          ...  1297E 

Lest  We  Forget 1289E 

O'er  Moor  and  Fen           1293E 

Hocking  (S.  K.),  The  Awakening  of  Anthony  Weir       ...  727E 

Gripped       739E 

Hope  (A.),  Tristram  of  Blent       3318E 

Hume  (Fergus), The  Lone  Inn  :    a.  Mystery         ...          ...  1563E 

The  Millionaire  Mystery 3323E 

Hyne  (Cutcliffe),  Prince  Rupert,  the  Buccaneer           ...  99E 

Jacobs  (W.  W.),  Light  Freights  (Stories)            4026E 

— ^  At  Sunwich  Port 4027E 

Jerome  (J.  K.),  The  Observations  of  Henry  (Stories)     ...  4028E 

Johnston  (M.),  Audrey      ,  665E 

— The  Old  Dominion            4029E 

Keith  (Leslie),  Cynthia's  Brother            748E 

Kipling  (R.),  Kim 4031E 

Le  Feuvre  (A.),  Heather's  Mistress 629E 

Le  Queux  (W.),  The  Court  of  Honour     40'34E 

The  Great  White  Queen 4035E 

Lyall  (D.),  The  Gold  that  Perisheth         817E 

The  Redemption  of  Neil  Maclean            SUE 

Lyall  (E.),  In  Spite  of  All  (Story  of  the  Civil  War)  4037  &  4038E 

Lynch  (L.  L.),  A  Dead  Man's  Step           1303E 

MacDonald  (R.),  The  Sword  of  the  King           810E 

Maclaren  (Ian),  Young  Barbarians         ...          ...          ...  594F 

Mai et  (Lucas),  Sir  Richard  Calmady       404 IE 

Marchmont  (A.  W.),  For  Love  or  Crown             ...          ...  4044E 

Sarita  the  Carlist 4045E 

Mason  (A.  E.  W.),  Clementina      4043E 
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Maxwell  (W.  H.),  Flood  and  Field  

Merriman  (H.  S.),  The  Velvet  Glove       

Modern   Antaeus,    A.,    by   author  of   "  Englishwoman's 

Love  Letters ' ' 
Montresor  (F.  F.),  The  Alien  :    a  story  of  Middle  Age 
Morrison  (A.),  Cunning  Murrell  ... 
Murray  (D.  C),  Despair's  Last  Journey  ... 
Pain  (Barry),  De  Omnibus,  l^y  the  Conductor   . . . 

Nothing  Serious  (Stories)  

Palgrave  (M.  E.),  Deb  Clavel  (An  Historical  Tale) 

Parker  (G.),  The  Right  of  Way 

Pemberton  (Max),  The  Giant's  Gate 

I  Crown  Thee  King 

Poynter  (E.  F.),  Michael  Ferrier 

Raine  (Allen),  A  Welsh  Witch 

"  Rita"  :  The  Sin  of  Jasper  Standish  ... 
Savage  (R.  H.),  The  Midnight  Passenger 
Stoddard   (W.    O.),   Chumley's   Post :      a   story   of   the 

Pawnee  Trail  ... 
Surtees  (R.),  Jorrock's  Jaunts  and  Jollities 
Travers  (Graham),  The  Way  of  Escape   ... 

Walford  (Mrs.  L.  B.),  Charlotte 

Watson  (H.  B.  M.),  The  Web  of  the  Spider;    a  story  of 

adventure  in  New  Zealand    ... 
Wells  (H.  G.),  The  First  Men  in  the  Moon 

Love  and  Mr.  Lewisham  ... 

Westall  (W.),  The  Old  Bank         

Weyman  (S.  J.),  Count  Hannibal 

Whitby  (B.),  Flower  and  Thorn 

Wilkins  (M.  E.),  The  Heart's  Highway 

Winter  (J.  S.),  The  Career  of  a  Beauty   ... 

A  Matter  of  Sentiment     ... 

Woods  (Margt.  L.),  Sons  of  the  Sword  (Peninsular  War) 
Yea,ts  (S.  L.),  The  Traitor's  Way 
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Among  Biographies  added  during  the 
William  Black,  quarter,  none  will  be  read  with  greater 
pleasure  than  Sir  Wemyss  Reid's  Life  of 
William  Black,  the  delightful  novelist  of  the  open  air  and  the 
sunshine.  To  turn  from  the  sad,  morbid  psychological  studies, 
miscalled  novels,  with  which  the  world  has  been  inundated  of 
late  years,  to  one  of  Black's  earlier  novels  is  to  pass  fro^m  a 
world  of  gloom  to'  one  of  sunshine  and  sea  breezes  and  every- 
thing that  is  pleasant;  and  very  much  of  the  same  atmosphere 
pervades  his  *'  life."  To'  read  it  is  to  become  more  intimately 
acquainted  with  some  of  the  people  of  the  novels,  and  is  almost 
certain  to  send  readers  back  to  the  novels  tO'  renew  their 
acquaintance  with  the  brillia,nt  word-pictures  and  the  charming 
people  to  be  met  with  therein. 

The  author  of  "  Collections  and  Re>- 
Sketches  of  High  collections,"  and  "An  Onlooker's  Note 
and  Low  Church.  Book  "  has  recently  issued  a  work  of  a  very 
different  character,  entitled  ''  The  House- 
hold of  Faith."  It  is  not  ai  commentary  on  the  form  of  church 
government  indicated  in  the  Pauline  phrase  used  as  a  title,  but 
a  series  of  interesting  sketches  of  the  leaders  of  "  the  Oxford 
Movement "  or  the  "  Catholic  Revival,"  -with  some  equally 
interesting  papers  on  the  older  Evangelical  School,  and  some 
forms  of  Nonconformist  activity.  The  sketches  of  such  men  as 
Grladstone,  Pusey,  Machonochie  (the  first  incumbent  of  St. 
Alban's,  Holborn),  Manning,  Archbishops  Tait  and  Benson, 
are  only  equalled  in  interest  by  those  of  the  men  of  the  older 
school,  "  Zachary  Macanlay  and  his  Friends,"  ''  A  Century  of 
Evangelicalism,"  and  that  most  clever  bit  of  evident  auto- 
biography, "  Recollections  of  the  Evangelicals." 

I  have  been  reading  Charles  Dickens's 

Charles  Dickens's    Letters  a  second  time  lately,  bearing  in  mind 

Letters.  how  greatly  I  enjoyed  their  perusal  twenty 

years  ago.     That  pleasure  has  been  renewed 

in  a  high  degree,  and  I  cannot  wish  for  any  reader  whoi  has  an 
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affection  for  Dickens  (and  who  has  not?)  a  greater  treat  than 
to  goi  through  these  twoi  volumes,  which  tell  so  much  of 
Dickens's  home  life  aind  friendships,  and  reveal  him  in  every 
mood,  and  always  charming.  There  are  many  humorous 
passages  in  these  letters  which  will  compare  favourably  with 
his  published  writings,  and  yet  one  dare  vouch  for  it  they  were^ 
never  written  for  the  public  gaze.  It  is  no  mean  test  of  an 
intimacy  with  early  Victorian  literature,  to^  be  able  toi  identify 
all  the  allusions  in  these  letters  to  contemporary  books  and 
authors. 

The  additions  to  the  Reference  Library 
George  Crabbe.  do  not  always,  or  even  mainly,  consist  of  new 
books.  Much  of  the  literature  of  the  past 
remains  yeti  toi  be  gathered  intoi  our  storehouse,  and  sometimes 
thei  "  books  recently  added  "  might  cause  surprise  that  they 
had  noti  sooner  been  placed  in  the  library.  A  fine  library  copy 
of  the  Poetical  Works  of  Crabbe,  foir  instance,  was  in  last 
month's  list  of  additions,  and  goes  to'  swell  the  already  fine 
collection  of  worthy  editions  of  the  poets.  One  of  the  brilliant 
group  of  contributors  to'  Blackwood  wrote  of  Crabbe  in  1834  : 
"  Teniers,  Hogarth,  Wilkie^ — each  of  them,  in  his  own  art  isi  a 
great  master;  but  in  conception,  in  comprehension,  and  in 
breadth  and  depth  of  colouring,  Crabbe  was  greater  than  theim 
all  three."  Byron  alsO'  was  among  the  earlier  appraisors  of 
Crabbe's  genius,  "  Nature's  sternest  painter,  yet  thei  best." 
To-day,  Crabbe  appears  tO'  be^  coming  to  his  own,  many  of  the 
ablest  critics  of  the  period  conspiring  to  extol  his  genius;  and 
among  the  forthcoming  volumes  of  the  English  Men  of  Letters 
is  to  be  an  appreciation  of  Crabbe  by  Canon  Ainger. 

"  Across  Coveted  Lands,"  is  the  title  of 
Across  Coveted     an  unusually  interesting  book  of  travel  by 
Lands.  A.   H.    Savage-Landor,   whose   journey   "  In 

the  Forbidden  Land "  of  Tibet  will  not 
readily  be  forgotten  by  those  who'  read  its  marvellous  narrative 
of  peril  and  privation  in  that  mysterious  country.  The  new 
work  is,  like  the  former,  in  two  volumes  and  very  fully 
illustrated.  It  takes  the  reader  across  Europe  to'  Baku,  by 
way  of  Warsaw,  across  the  Russian  Frontiers  to  Persia,  and  so 
on  toi  Calcutta.  The  chief  interest  of  the  book  lies  in  its 
minute  account  of  Persia,  the  country,  the  people,  the  manu- 
factures and  products,  and  the  Court  and  Palace  of  the  Shah. 
It  is  written  in  ai  pleasant  easy  style,  and  will  be  sure'  to  be  in 
demand  among  readers  of  books  of  travel  for  some  time  tO'  come. 
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Great  interest  is  being  manifested  at  the 
The  Ruins  of      present  time  in  the  beautiful  ruins  on  the 
Philae.  island    of   Philae,    on    the    Nile,    which    are 

threatened  with  destruction  by  the  submerg- 
ing of  the  island  in  the  great  irrigation  scheme  just  completed. 
It  may  interest  some  readers  to'  know  that  there  is  in  the 
Reference  Library  a,  poTtfolio  of  photographs,  by  Frith,  of 
some  of  the  most  noteworthy  of  the  Egyptian  temples,  including 
several  of  the  ruins  of  Philae.  One  of  these  shows  the  great 
river  wall,  another  the  bea.utiful  pillared  structure  commonly 
called  "  Pharaoh's  Bed,"  and  there  are  two  of  the  great  Pylons. 
The  whole  series  of  photographsi,  numbering  twenty  in  all,  will 
repay  examination.  Beside  being  splendid  specimens  of  photoi- 
graphy  they  are  deeply  interesting  examples  of  the  stupendous 
architecture  of  the  ancient  Egyptians. 

All  students  of  English  Literature  will 
English  Men  of    rejoicei  at  the  resumption  of  the  issue  of  the 
Letters.  English  Men  of  Letters  series, — one  of  the 

most  useful  of  the  many  collections  and 
series — of  which  no  new  volumei  had  appeared  for  a,  decade. 
There  were  sO'  many  men  of  letters  worthy  of  treatment  in  this 
fashion,  whose  names  had  hitherto'  been  omitted,  that  the 
announcement  of  a.  "new  series"  was  most  welcome.  It  is 
satisfactoiry,  too',  to'  find  that  the  new  volumes  will  not  be 
wholly  devoted  to  newer  writers,  a,nd  so  there  is  hope  of  some 
of  the  gaps  being  filled  up.  Alreday  Hazlitt  and  Richardson, 
among  older  authors,  have  been  added  to  the  seriesi — the 
former  by  Mr.  Birrell,  and  the  latter  by  Austin  Dobson — and 
among  newer  authors  who'  were  noti  "  ripe  "  for  treatment  in 
the  early  "  eighties,"  Tennyson,  Greorge  Eliot,  Ruskin,  and 
Matthew  Arnold  have  been  dealt  with  in  volumes  recently 
issued,  by  Sir  Alfred  Lyall,  Leslie  Stephen,  Frederic  Harriso-n, 
and  Herbert  Paul  respectively. 

Among    the    most    interesting    of    the 
A  Great  Year      annual  publications  which  are  toi  be  found 
Book  of  Science,    on  the  shelves  of  the  Reference  Library  is 
the  "  Annual  Report  "  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.     True,  its  title  does  not  promise  much,  and  it  has 
a  belated  appearance  (the  volume  just  added  is  the  "  Report" 
for  1901),  but  it  forms  a  most  valuable  record  of  the  progress 
of  science,  copiously  illustrated,  and  written  by  able  men  in 
every  branch  of  scientific  research.     Along  with  it  are  issued 
at  yearly  intervals  reports  of  the  American  National  Museum, 
but  it  is  O'Ur  intention  to  make  fuller  reference  to-  these  in  the 
series  of  papers  on  the  great  national  museums  and  their  con- 
tents.     The   Annual    Report   for    1901    contains    a   series    of 
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coloured  illustrations  in  ai  new  method  of  Photograpliic  colour- 
printing ;  and  among  the  articles  are:  "Traps  of  American 
Indians:  a  study  in  psychology  and  invention'';  "  Santos- 
Dumont  circling  the  Eiffel  Tower  in  a,n  Air-Ship  "  ;  "  Auto- 
mobile Races  "' ;  "  The  Greiatest  Flying-Cr&ature  (the  great 
Pterodactyl) ;  "  The  Okapi :  the  newly-discovered  beast  living 
in  Central  Africa,"  by  Sir  Harry  Johnston;  "Some  Private 
Zoos"  ;  "  Some  Recent  Astronomical  Events  "  ;  "  Colour  Photo- 
graphy," by  Sir  W.  J.  Herschel.  There  is  also  a  very  interest- 
ing and  instiuctive  paper  on  the  Children's  Room  in  the 
Smithsonian  Institution, — evidently  a,  model  of  what  a  Museum 
for  Children  should  be.  This  paper  is  illustrated  by  the  three- 
colour  process,  and  ought  to  attract  even  the  young  people 
who  come  to  the  Reference  Library.  What  a.  good  thing  it 
would  be  if  one  of  the  rooms  at  Aston  Hall  could  -be  arra,nged 
and  devoted  to  the  young  folk  after  this  plan !  All  the 
materials  are  at  hand  in  the  museum, and  only  need  rearrange- 
ment. It  should  be  mentioned  that  all  the  articles  enumxcrated 
above  (and  these  form  only  a  small  portion  of  the  contents  of 
the  volume)  are  fully  illustrated,  and  the  book  is  deposited  for 
the  present  on  one  of  the  open  shelves  in  the  Reference 
Library. 

Miscellaneous    Literature    has    recently 

New  Parodies      been    enriched    by    a.    collection    of    clever 

and  Old  j)^i'odie&     and     imitations     of     the     most 

Burlesques.         prominent  writers  of  the  day,  among  whom 

are  included  such  names  as  George  Meredith, 

Stephen     Phillips,     Seton     Merriman,     Lord    Avebury,     Mrs. 

Humphry  Ward,  Maurice  Hewlett,  Hall  Caine,  Marie  Corelli, 

and    others   of   equal   distinction.      The    writer  of  this  book. 

Borrowed  Plumes   (954L),    isi   Owen   Seaman,    the   well-known 

contributor  to'  Pnnch,  where  the  volume  first  appeared  serially 

under  the  title  of  The  Booh  of  Beauty.     There  has  probably 

been  nothing  more  brilliant  in  this  class   of  literature  since 

Thackeray   penned   in   the  pages  of  the   same   periodical   the 

famous  Novels   hy  Eminent  Hands  included   in   the   Bool-   of 

Burlesques. 

Another  recent  work  of  a  kindred  nature  is  the  late  Mr. 
Bret  Harte's  "  New  Burlesques,"  a  second  series  of  the  "  Con- 
densed Novels,"  which  are  23robably  well-known,  and  this  also 
contains  some  very  clever  parodies  of  the  work  of  our  modern 
novelists.  In  the 'first  series  (LI 99)  there  are  very  aimusing 
parodies  of  Dumas  and  Victor  Hugo,  Lever,  Disraeli,  Lord 
Lyttcn  (the  later  style),  Dickens,  Marryat  and  others;  in  the 
new  volume  Anthony  Hope,  Plall  Caine,  Marie  Corelli,  Conan 
Doyle,  and  other  contemporary  novelists,  come  in  for  similar 
treatment. 
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THE   STORY  OF   ASTON   MANOR: 

AS    ILLUSTRATED    IN    THE    BOOKS    OF   THE    LIBRARY. 


If  it  be  true,  as  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  says,  that,  the  axis 
of  the  earth  sticks  out  visibly  in  every  township,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  human  interest  centres  first  of  all  around  the 
locality  wherein  we  have  made  our  home,  then  it  ought  to  be  a 
fruitful  source  of  inquiry  among  those  who  use  our  library, 
how  far  does  it  contain  material  for  the  history  of  our  district  ? 

Undoubtedly  the  work  which  contains  the  earliest  mention 
of  Aston  is  the  photo-reproduction  of  the  Warwickshire  portion 
of  Domesday  Book,  from  which  we  learn  that  "  Estone,"  which 
formed  a  portion  of  the  lands  of  Willia.m  Fitz-Ansculf,  con- 
tained  eight  hides  of  land',  besides  woods  extending  to  three 
miles  in  length  and  half  a  mile  in  breadth ;  that,  it  had  a  mill 
and  a  priest  (therefore  presumedly  a  church)  and  thait  the 
value  at  tha.t  time  was  a  hundred  shillings.  (Birmingham, 
which  had  neither  mill  nor  church — or  at  any  rate  the  record 
is  silent  ccncerning  theni — was  then  worth  twenty  shillings). 

The  early  history  of  Aston  may  further  be  pursued  in  Sir 
William  Dugdale's  Antiquities  of  Warwickshire  (the  local  por- 
tion of  which  has  been  reprinted  and  extended,  in  the  thin  folio 
issued  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Carter),  and,  as  regards  the  church,  in  the 
third  number  of  the  Midland  Institute  Archaeological  Sectioin's 
Transa.ctions,  which  contains  a  valuable  paper  by  the  late 
Allen  Everitt,  on  Aston  Church.  The  earlier  registers  of  the 
church  (beginning  with  1600)  are  printed  in  the  numbers  of 
the  Midland  Antiquary.  Among  these  are  some  very  curious 
entries;  a®  under  date  February  25th,  1605,  the  burial  of 
'"'  Old  Mr.  G-reene,  of  Ca.stlei  Bromwich,  a  true  professor  of  the 
gospell  and  presented  in  QueeAe  Marie's  tyme  for  his  religion"  ; 
and  on  September  lOth,  1612,  the  burial  of  ''  Henri©  the  sonne 
of  Richard  Bloxsiche,  of  Erdington,  who.  was  most  beastly 
and  savidgelie  slayne  at.  Perrie  wake  by  a  company  of  lewde 
fellowes." 

The  story  of  the  Holte  Family,  who  owned  the  Manor 
from  the  time  of  Edward  III.  (living  first  at  the  old  ma.nor 
house  at  Nechells,  afterwards  at  Duddeston,  and  subsequently 
at  Aston  Hall)  is  told  a,t  length  in  Davidson's  History  of  the 
Holtes  of  Aston,  and  an  architectural  account  of  Aston  Hall  is 
given  fully  in  Niven's  ''  Monograph  of  Aston  Hall."  The 
History  of  the  old  Parish  Church,  with  a.  very  full  record  of 
its  "  restoration  "  in  recent  times  is  to  be  read  in  the  work  by 
the  Rev.  Canon  Eliot :  "  Aston  Parish  Church,  its  ancient 
history  and  its  modern  restoration."  The  only  general  history 
of  our  district  is  the  work  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Botwood  :  ''  A  History 
of  Aston  Manor,  past  and  present." 
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But  besides  these  works  there  is  much  material  for  our 
local  history  on  the'  shelves  of  our  Reference  Library  which  has 
not  yet  been  fully  made  us©  of  by  local  historiains. 

One  interesting  aspect  of  the  study  of  local  history  must 
always  be  the  growth  and  changes  indicated  by  the  series  of 
local  maps  and  plans.  It  would  be  of  surpassing  interest  to 
have  a  plan  of  the  Manor  beforei  Sir  Thomas  Holte  staked  out 
his  park ;  when  noti  ai  little  of  our  943  acres  was  mere  waste 
heath  or  common  land.  But  this  is  past  praying  for,  and  our 
earliest  local  map  is  that  prepared  by  John  Tomlinson  for  Sir 
Lister  Holte  in  1758,  which  is  reproduced  in  facsimile  in  the 
scarce  volume  of  "  Plans  of  Birmingham  and  Vicinity,  Ancient 
and  Modern,"  issued  by  the  City  Surveyor  in  1884.  This  shows 
the  old  park  in  its  original  extent,  with  the  broad  avenue 
stretching  away  from  the  front  of  the  Hall  to  the  Lichfield 
Road ;  and  it  shows  also  the  rest  of  the  manor  (with  the  in- 
significant exception  of  some  half-dozen  houses  in  the  Village) 
either  under  cultivation  or  covered  with  woodland.  Many 
curious  names  will  be  found  on  the  various  crofts,  meadows, 
moors,  &c.,  marked  down  in  this  map.  To'  the  neighbourhood 
of  Aston  Cross  is  given  the  name  of  "  Catchem's  End."  There 
are  crofts  called  respectively  the  "  Three  Daywork,"  the  "  Five 
Day  work,"  and  the  "  Seven  Daymath."  There  are  "  Gorsty '" 
meadows,  moors,  and  closes,  thus  plainly  indicating  the  origin 
of  "  Grosta  "  Grreen.  The  name  "  Losells,"  so  often  in  debate, 
is  here  given  both  to  a  farm  and  ai  wood.  In  fact,  merely  as  a 
treasury  of  old  local  names,  the  map  is  replete  with  interesti. 
There  is,  however,  a.  still  more  interesting  map  in  the  library, 
the  great  Map  of  the  Parish,  made  by  Willi a.m  Fowler,  in 
1832-4.  Accompanying  this,  (which  is  of  the  first  importance 
as  to  boundaries,  and  landmarks,  and,  being  used  largely  by 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  has  become  known  as  the 
Tithe-Map)  is  a  book  of  the  gieatest  rarity,  in  which  the  names 
of  all  owners  and  occupiers,  with  the  area,  of  every  holding,  are 
given.  This  is  a  record  of  priceless  value,  considering  that  it 
pertains  to  the  vast  area  comprising  the  old  ha,mlets  of  Aston, 
Witton,  Erdington,  Castle  Bromwich,  Water  Orton,  Little 
Bromwich,  Saltley,  and  Washwcod,  and  that  portion  of  the 
Borough  of  Birmingham  then  comprising  Duddeston  and 
Nechells,  Deritend,  and  Bordesley. 

The  story  of  the  breaking-up  of  Aston  Park  and  the 
formation  of  the  streets  thereon,  may  be  read  at  length  in  the 
interesting  series  of  Sale-Plans  of  Aston  Park,  from  1850  to 
1862,  contained  in  the  library.  The  beginning  of  that  break- 
up may  be  traced  in  the  Holte  Estates  Act,  1817,  to  which  is 
appended  a  valuable  schedule  giving  the  names  of  all  the 
tenants  of  the  estate  at  that  time,  with  many  interesting  par- 
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ticulars  of  the  various  holdings.  But  the  most  interesting 
entry  is  that  which  sets  forth  the  rights  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  "  the  free  fishery  in  the  river  Tame,  Courts  Leet  and 
Courts  Baron,  Rents  and  other  Boyalties,  and  the  Advowson, 
Mansion,  Park,  Mills,  Farm  lands,  a,nd  tithes." 

The  story  of  the  making  of  the  present  urban  district  of 
Aston  Manor  is  contained  in  the  various  series  of  annual 
reports,  the  fullest  a,nd  most  interesting  of  which  are  those 
issued  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  since  1874.  These  tell 
of  the  growth  of  our  population,  the  various  changes  which 
have  taken  place,  and  the  efforts  of  the  local  governing  bodies 
to  provide  an  adequate  equipment  for  carrying'  on  the  work  of 
the  "  municipality," — if  this  term  be  not  "  too  previous."  But 
side  by  side  with  the  various  official  reports  must  be  examined 
the  two  large  Scrap  Books,  which  contain  soi  much  illustrative 
matter, — the  handbills,  squibs,  caricatures,  cards  of  invitation 
to  various  functions,  the  casual  records  of  many  "  movements," 
and  all  the  odds  and  euds  which,  having  the  most  ephemeral 
existence  at  the  time,  are  highly  valued  as  years  elapse,  as  often 
affording,  as  nothing  else  can,  that  "  verisimilitude  to  a  bald 
and  unconvincing  narrative  "  so'  much  valued  by  the  history- 
makers. 

A  reference  tO'  the  catalogue  of  the  Reference  Department, 
under  at  the  word  Aston,  will  indicate  that  there  is  much  else 
which  must  prove  of  service  toi  the  future  historian  of  the 
new  Borough  of  Aston  Manor,  which  caunot  be  further  dealt 
with  in  this  brief  outline ;  but  that  individual,  whoever  he 
may  be,  will  fail  to  present  a  full  and  complete  picture,  unless 
he  also  makes  a,  thoroiugh  search  throiugh  the  twenty-five  years' 
series  of  Local  Notes  a,nd  Queries  from  the  "  Weekly  Post," 
which  are  contained  in  the  Library,  neatly  mounted  and  in- 
dexed, in  the  six  volumes  generously  presented  to  Aston  by  Mr. 
R.  B.  Prosser  of  the  Record  Office,  and  in  the  four  volumes  of 
the  "  Midland  Antiquary,"  edited  by  W.  Fowler  Carter. 


The  Treasures  of  the  National  Museums  made 
accessible  to  the  people  of  Aston  Manor. 


I.— THE     BRITISH    MUSEUM. 

(Gontinupd). 

We  cannot  leave  the  collection  of  Books  aud  MSS.  in  the 
British  Museum,  (to'  which  reference  was  made  in  the  last 
number   of    "  Our   Library ")    without    some    mention    of   the 


96 

Catalogues  whicli  liav©  been  placed  in  our  KefeTence  Library 
by  the  generosity  of  tbei  trustees  of  the  Museum.  The  great 
printed  catalogue  of  the  Library  is,  unfortunately,  not  included 
amo'ng  them,  but  we  have  the  very  important  Catalogue  of 
Early  English  Books,  which  contains  descriptions  of  all  the 
British  printed  books  in  the  collection  up  to  the  year  1640. 
To  have  gone  far  beyond  that  date  would  have  swollen  the 
catalogue  materially  beyond  the  limits  of  three  volumes. 
Think  of  the  flood  of  Civil  War  Tracts  which  was  let  loose  in 
1642 — remembering  that  the  little  Birmingham  affair  called 
forth  four  tracts  !  After  the  early  books  our  interest  is  centred 
largely  in  recenti  literature,  and  the  series  of  subject  Indexes  of 
Books  since  1880',  compiled  by  Mr.  G-.  K,  Fortescue  are 
exceedingly  valuable.  It  isi  a  matter  for  further  satisf action 
that  these  are  now  being  combined  in  one  Index  by  the  com- 
piler; and  the  first  volume  of  the  new  index  has  just  been 
presented  to  the  library.  This  comprises  all  subjects  from 
Aaehen  toi  Eysses  (1881—1900). 

Among  Book-Barities  in  the  British  Museum  the  Biblical 
Manuscripts  must  always  hold  a  high  plaee,  and  in  addition  to 
the  valuable  fa&cimile  of  the  Codex  Alexandrinus  described  in 
our  first  paper,  the  Trustees  have  presented  tO'  this  Library  a 
volume  of  Facsimiles  of  the  Biblical  Manuscripts;,  which  afford 
aiU  admirable  illustration  of  the  history  of  the  transmission  of 
ancient  books,  beginning  with  ai  papyrus  of  the  third  century 
and  coming  down  to  the  eve  of  thei  printed  book.  The  last 
specimen  in  the  volume  is  a  leaf  from  a  beautiful  little 
Wycliflite  English  Testament  of  the  15th  century,  and  serves  to 
show  how  nearly  the  later  scribes  came  in  the  formation  of 
their  letters  tO'  the  early  printed  books. 

There  is  also'  a  very  instructive  folio-  of  fascimiles  from 
early  printed  books  which  helps  to  carry  on  the  story  of  the 
book  to  the  end  of  the  15th  century.  In  this  we  have  several 
pages  from  the  Block-Books  which  preceded  the  invention  of 
the  art  of  printing  with  moveable  types.  There  are  alsoi  grand 
pages  from  the  famous  Mazarine  Bible  (the  first  book  printed 
with  types),  the  fine  Latin  Bible  of  1462,  the  beautiful  Virgil 
printed  by  Aldus  at  Venice  in  1501 ;  and  several  fine  examples 
of  Caxton,  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  and  other  early  English  printers. 
In  the  publication  of  these  facsimiles  the  Trustees  express  the 
hope  that,  apart  from  the  intrinsic  beauty  of  many  of  the 
specimens,  they  will  contribute  to'  diffuse  the  knowledge  and 
study  of  early  typography,  by  rendering  accessible  examples 
whose  originals  are  only  to-  be  found  in  public  libraries,  or  in 
the  choicest  private  collections. 

The  department  of  Antiquities  (referred  to  in  the  first 
paper)  is  further  represented  in  the  library  by  the  excellent 
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catalogues  of  Greek  and  Etruscan  Vases,  (the  last  edition  of 
which  is  fully  illustrated),  the  fine  old  volume  of  Engraivings 
of  the  Ancient  Terra-Cottas,  which  was  issued  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Ancient  Marbles,  in  1810,  the  numerous  volumes 
of  Catalogues  of  Coins,  the  Catalogue  of  Roman  Medallions,  a 
finely  illustrated  Catalogne  of  Bronzes,  and  the  Catalogues  of 
, Cuneiform  Inscriptions.  As  to  the  Catalogues  of  Coins  a  word 
or  two  may  be  added.  These  include  Oriental  (4  vols.),  Indian 
(4  vols.),  G-reek  (9  vols.),  a.  Catalogue  of  Coins  issued  by  the 
Shahs  of  Persiai,  two  volumes  on  Anglo-Saxon  Coinage,  and  a. 
very  comprehensive  Haiidbook  of  the  Coins  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  beginning  with  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  coming  down 
to  the  latest  coins  issued  in  the  reign  of  Victoria.  All  of  these 
are  copiously  illustrated  with  autotype  plates,  in  which  the 
actual  coins  seem  to  stand  out  before  the  reader,  and  so'  the 
splendid  collections  in  the  Museum  are  brought  home  to  us 
almost  in  actuality.  The  plates  in  the  volume  on  the  Bronzes 
are  also  worthy  of  special  mention.  Here  again  we  have  placed 
within  oui"  reach  photographs  of  archaic  Greek  Bronzes  of  great 
beauty  and  interest,  and  full  of  valuable  suggestions  for  our 
art-workers  and  students. 

The  Department  of  Prints  and  Drawings  is  fairly  repre^ 
sented  by  catalogues,  many  of  them  forming  ample  treatises  oil 
the  several  branches  dealt  with.  To  give  an  illustration,  let 
us  turn  to  the  Catalogue  of  Satirical  Prints  and  Drawings, 
which  occupies  five  large  volumes.  Here  wei  have,  in  addition 
to  a  copiously  annotated  catalogue,  in  which  every  print  is 
minutely  described,  scholarly  introductions  to  the  volumes,  and 
so  in  this  catalogue  we  possess  a.  valuable  and  exhaustive  work 
on  the  history  of  Caricature  from  1320  to  1770.  There  are 
also  catalogues  of  Early  German  and  Flemish  Prints  (with 
illustrations),  an  exhaustive  Introductory  Essay  on  the  Early 
Italian  Prints,  a  catalogue  of  the  Japanese  and  Chinese 
Paintings,  and,  among  other  publications,  a.  very  full  Catalogue 
of  Drawings  by  British  Artists,  in  course  of  publication,  the 
first  three  volumes  of  which  have  already  been  placed  in  the 
library. 

Some  reference  should  be  made  to  the  copious  catalogues 
of  MSS.,  extending  to  fourteen  volumes  (the  two  latest  volumes 
describing  and  indexing  the  Stowe  MSS.).  The  whole  collection 
teems  with  intresting  items  to'  the  studenti  of  our  history,  A 
casual  reference  to  the  index  leads  one  tc  a  notice  of  a.  letter  to 
Edward  Holte,  the  father  of  Sir  Thomas  Holte  (the  builder  of 
Aston  Hall)  from  one  who  sought  the  interest  of  the  Lord  of 
Duddeston  in  the  matter  of  a  living  in  Staffordshire.  In 
another  instance  one  comes  across  a.  reference  to  a  MS.  account 
of  the  Birmingham  Political  Union,  and  other  local  matters 
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should  be  found,  upon  cajreful  search.  A  very  comprehensive 
Catalogue  of  the'  Seals  in  the  Museum,  in  six  large  volumes, 
should  also  prove  of  greati  historical  interest.  Appended  tO' 
these  volumes  are  fine  photographic  reproductions  of  some  of 
the  most  important,  including  the  Great  Seals  of  English 
Sovereigns,  the  Seals  of  Bishops  and  Abbots,  Cathedrals,  Cities, 
and  Boroughs. 

Among  the  latest  gifts  of  the  Trustees  to  our  library  is  a 
very  useful  little  Guide  to  the  Antiquities  of  the  Stone  Age, 
well  illustrated,  and  this  seems  to^  us  to  form  a,  sort  of  link 
between  the  British  Museum  in  Bloomsbury  and  the  Natural 
History  Museum  which  has  migrated  to  South  Kensington,  of 
whose  treasures,  as  represented  in  this  library,  we  shall  have  to 
speak  in  our  next  paper. 


BOOK  ILLUSTRATION,  AS   REPRESENTED 
IN  THE  LIBRARY. 

(Continued). 

Side  by  side  with  the  English  work  of  the  "  Sixties  "  as 
described  in  the  previous  paper  on  this  subject,  a  number  of 
illustrated  books  were  appearing  in  rra.ncei,  being  also  speedily 
reproduced  in  this  country,  the  designs  for  which  were 
furnished  by  the  most  prolific  artist  of  modern  times,  Gustave 
Dore.  The  first  work  of  importance  produced  in  this  country 
with  his  designs  was  the  illustrated  "  Don  Quixote  " ;  but  the 
most  notable  of  the  earlier  works  of  Dore  was  the  series  of 
twelve  large  wood  engravings  of  the  Legend  of  the  Wandering 
Jew.  There  is  in  the  Reference  Library  a  copy  of  the  original 
French  edition  of  this,  with  a  version  of  the  legend  by  P. 
Dupont,  which  appeared  in  1862  ;  it  was  not  published  in  this 
country  apparently  until  1866.  Of  these  designs,  Baring  Gould 
says,  in  his  ''  Curious  Myths  of  the  Middle  Ages  "  :  "  Who  that 
has  looked  on  Gustave  Dore's  mairvellous  illustrations  to^  this 
wild  legend,  can  forget  the  impression  they  made  upon  his 
imagination  ?  ...  It  is  possible  to  linger  over  those  noble 
woodcuts  and  learn  from  them  something  new  each  time  that 
we  study  them ;  they  are  picture  poems  full  of  latent  depths  of 
thought." 

Dore  continued  to  put  forth  illustrative  work  of  this 
character  for  nearly  a  decade,  and  that  decade  of  work  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  remarkable  on  record.  Among  the 
works  filled  with  his  illustrations,  the  Library  contains  the 
illustrated  edition  of  Milton,  the  "  Don  Quixote,"  Chateau- 
briand's   "  Atala,"    La.    Fontaine's    Fables,    Hood's    "  Fairy 
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Realm  " — which  contains  illustrations  of  several  of  the  old- 
world  fairy  stories, — D'Avilliers  Spain,  and  the  remarkable 
work  on  London  produced  by  the  artist  in  collaboration  with 
Blanchard  Jerrold. 

A  few  words  must  be  given  in  reference  to  the  group  of 
artists  who  were  associated  with  "  Punch."  Of  the  periodical 
itself  nothing  need  be  said  in  this  place,  save  that  Aston  is 
fortunate  in  possessing  an  original  set, — a  very  different  thing 
from  the  innumerable  reprints, — which  will  in  time  to  co*xne  be 
one  of  thc'  prized  possessioms  of  the  Reference  Libraiy. 
Tenniel's  work  outside  of  "  Punch  "  was  not  very  extensive. 
The  things  which  will  be  best  remembered  are  the  quaint 
illustrations  of  "  Alice's  Adventures  in  Wonderland  "  and 
"  Through  the  Looking  Glass."  These  works  are  not  of  the 
character  one  would  look  for,  perhaps,  in  a  reference  library, 
but  it  happens  that  a  little  collection  has  been  formed  in  our 
own  Reference  Library  of  artistic  and  famous  Children's  Books, 
and  the  two  books  by  Lewis  Carroll  ar©  among  the  number. 
Chailes  Keene  is  represented  in  the  library  by  the  illustrated 
Memoir  of  him  by  G.  S.  Layard.  Du  Maurier's  work,  outside 
of  "Punch,"  may  be  seen  in  his  novels,  "Trilby,"  "Peter 
Ibbetson,"  and  "  The  Martian,"  all  of  which  are  illustrated  by 
himself.  The  Life  of  John  Leech,  by  W.  P.  Frith,  in  two 
volume®,  contains  numerous  examples  of  his  sketches,  and  in 
the  best  edition  of  Dickens's  "  Christmas  Books  "  and  Albert 
Smith's  "  Adventures  of  Mr.  Ledbury,"  both  of  which  are  in 
the  Reference  Library.  The  story  of  the  famous  periodical  is 
told  in  M.  H.  Spielmann's  History  of  Punch  and,  to  some 
extent,  in  Du  Maurier's  "  Social  Pictorial  Satire,"  and  Harry 
Furniss's  "  Confessions  of  a  Caricaturist." 

In  the  story  of  the  later  period  of  book-illustration  there 
will  be  few  more  interesting  pages  than  that  in  which  the  all- 
too-brief  career  of  Randolph  Caldecott  is  recorded.  Beginning 
as  an  illustrator  in  the  "  Pictcrial  World,"  he  made  his  first 
success  in  the  charmingly  illustrated  volume  from  Washington 
Irving's  Sketch-Book,  comprising  three  sketches  issued  under 
the  title  "  Old  Christmas."  This  was  speedily  followed  by 
another  volume, — a  selection  from  the  "  Bracebridge  Hall  " 
sketches,  illustrated  in  a  similar  manner.  These  two  volumes 
are  in  the  Lending  Library,  and  cannot  fail  to  afford  enjoy- 
ment to  lovers  of  good  black-and-white  work.  In  these 
pictures,  to  quote  an  able  critic  of  that  day,  "  Washington 
Irving's  sketches  are  made  alive  for  us  by  a  new  interpreter, 
who'  has  brought  grace  of  drawing,  with  a,  dainty  inventive 
genius,  to  the  delineation  of  English  life  in.  the  last  century." 
In  the  Memoir  of  Caldecott,  by  Henry  Blackburn,  (843B)  many 
examples  of  other  illustrative  work  by  this  artist  are  given. 
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a,nd  the  little  collection  of  Children's  Books  in  the  Keference 
Library  includes  the  two  volumes  of  Nursery  Rhymes  and 
other  humorous  verses  (such  as  ''  John  Gilpin,"  "  The  House 
that  Jack  Built,"  etc.),  with  coloured  illustrations  by  the  same 
artist.  Caldecott  died  in  1886,  at.  the  age  of  forty;  and 
almost  at.  the  same  time  a  worthy  successor  arose,  in  Mr.  Hugh 
Thomson,  whose  pictoTial  work  forms  so  interesting  a  feature 
in  the  earlier  volumes  of  the  "  English  Illustrated  Magazine," 
and  in  the  illustrated  edition  of  the  Vicar  of  Wakefield  (668E). 
Some  of;  the  charming  work  of  Kate  Greenaway  (in  colour)  is  to 
be  found  in  the  collection  of  Children's  Books  already 
mentioned,  also  some  of  the  fine  decorative  work  of  Walter 
Crane,  in  the  Baby's  Bouquet,  and  similar  books.  The  subject 
of  Book-Illustration  may  be  pursued  further  in  such  works  as 
the  following,  all  of  which  are  in  the  Reference  Library  (in 
addition  to  the  works  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paper)  :  The 
Graphic  Arts,  by  P.  G.  Hamerton ;  Modern  Illustration,  by  J. 
Pennell ;  Pen-Drawing  and  Pen-Draughtsmen,  by  J.  Pennell ; 
The  Art  of  Illustration,  by  H.  Blackburn;  and  the  Studio 
Extra  Number  on  Modern  Pen-Drawings,  English  and 
American,  edited  by  C.  Holme. 


NOTES  FOR  THE  NOVEL  READER. 


To  the  thousands  of  readers  of  "  Donovan  "  and  the  long 
series  of  works  from  the  sa,me  pen,  thci  death  of  "  Edna  Lyall  " 
will  come  as  a  calamity.  No'  other  novels  breathed  quite  the 
same  invigorating  atmosphere  as  they  did,  and  to  bei  brought 
face  to  face  with  the  stern  reality  that  we  have  read  the  last  of 
them  is  toi  experience  a.  shock  such  as  no  recent  literary  demise 
has  brought  with  it.  For  there  was  apparently  no  falling  oiff 
in  the  later  work — so  far  from  that  indeed,  the  fine  spirited 
novel  of  the  Civil  War,  ''  In  Spite  of  All,"  was  full  of  charm 
and  freshness,  and  gave  promise  of  much  excellent  work  yet  to 
come.  All  that  is  now  of  the  past,  and  it  remains  only  for 
those  whoi  delighted  in  the  work  of  "  Edna  Lyall  "  to  turn  back 
and  reperuse  those  inspiriting  books  through  which  Donovan 
Farrant,  Brian  Osmund  and  Erica,  his  wife.,  C'arlo'  Donati  the 
opera  singer,  Frithiof  Falck  the  ''  hardy  Norseman,"  Doreen, 
and  many  others,  moved  as  if  they  belonged  to^  one  harmonious 
family.  It  was  one  of  the  peculiarities  of  "  Edna.  Lyall  "  to 
reintroduce  in  each  of  the  modern-day  novels  the  chief 
characters  from  most  of  the  preceding  books,  and  so'  in  some 
sort,  each  formed  a  sequel  to  the  foregoing.     For  the  informa- 
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tion  of  those  who  have  not  yet  made  the  acquaintance  of  these 
novels  the  following  is  the  suggested  order  of  reading  the 
principal  works,  "  Won  by  Waiting,"  (story  of  Espcrance  and 
Claude  Magnay,  the  siege  of  Paris,  etc.),  "  Donovan,"  "  We 
Two,"  (story  of  Luke  Raeburn,  the  atheist  lecturer  and  his 
daughter  Erica,  and  Brian  Osmund),  "  Knight-Errant,"  (story 
of  Carlo  Donati),  "  A  Hardy  Norseman,"  (the  story  of  Frithiof 
Falck,  giving  some  particularsi  of  life  with  a  music-seller  and 
concert-promoter);  "  Doreen  :  the  story  of  a  singer"';  and 
"  Wayfaring  Men,"  the  story  of  a,  strolling  player.  There  are 
also  several  historical  novels;  these  are:  "In  the  Golden 
Days  "'  (time  of  Charles  II.),  "  To  Right  the  Wrong  "  and  "  In 
Spite  of  All,"  (two  stories  of  the  Civil  War,  with  a  slight 
thread  of  connection  between  them),  and  "  Hope  the  Hermit," 
(later  17th  and  early  18th  century).  "  Derrick  VaughaiU," 
"  The  Hinderers,"  and  other  shoTter  stories'  stand  somewhat 
apart  from  the  general  series. 

Among  the  new  novels  of  the  season  two  stand  out 
prominently,  "  The  Vultures,"  by  H.  Seton  Merriman,  and 
"  The  Four  Feathers,"  by  A.  E.  W.  Mason.  The  former  has 
for  its  subject  an  abortive  attempt  at  insurrection  in  Poland, 
and  gives  some  vivid  sketches  of  the  condition  of  the  people. 
In  "  The  Four  Feathers  "  we  see  a  really  brave  man  faltering 
at  the  bare  thought  of  proving  a  coward  in  the  day  of  battle, 
and  so  bringing  upon  himself  the  ignominious  gift  of  the  white 
feathers.  The  scene  in  which  the  heroine  adds  a  fourth  tO'  the 
three  feathers  bestowed  on  her  lover  by  his  comrades  is  one  of 
intense  power,  and  the  story  which  tells  how  the  hero  atones 
for  the  moment  of  cowardice  and  wipes  out  the  ignominy  of  the 
fourfold  gift  will  be  read  with  breathless  interest  to'  the  last 
page. 

In  "Paul  Kelver  "  Mr.  Jerome  K.  Jerome  gives  what  is 
evidently — to'  some  extent  at  any  rate — a  chapter  of  auto- 
biography, and  the  whole  story  will  vividly  recall  to  the  mind 
of  the  reader  the  similarly  autobiographic  novel  of  Charles 
Dickens,  "  David  Copperfield."  There  is  much  in  common 
between  the  two'  books,  in  the  curious  record  of  a  boy's  early 
guesses  at  the  mystery  of  life'  and  in  the  struggles  and  ex- 
periences of  the  hero.  In  one  chapter  the  author  describes  a 
scene  in  which  the  boy  encounters,  in  Victoria  Park,  a  veteran 
novelist,  evidently  Dickens^ — and  talks  of  his  literary  aspira- 
tions, which  recalls  an  incident  described  by  Jerome  in  the 
introduction  to  "  My  First  Book." 

In  "  Behind  a  G-ranite  Gateway,"  by  W.  Scott-King,  the 
scene    of    the    early    chapters   will    be    readily    recognised    as 
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Birmingham,  although  in  some  respects  it  will  hardly  be  con- 
ceded that  the  writer  knows  the  city  well.  The  chief  interest 
of  the  book  is  the  portion  dealing  with  prison  life  at  Dartmoor, 
and  its  eloquent  pleai  for  reform.  The  story  is  a.  sad  one,  but  no' 
thoughtful  reader  will  lay  iti  down  unfinished ;  one  could  ha.ve 
wished,  however,  thati  the  author  had  continued  the  story  for 
ati  least  another  chapter  after  the  sunshine  returns. 

Mr.  Andrew  Lang  ha.s  again  undertaken  the  role  of 
story-teller,  this  time  unaided  by  a  collaborateur,  and  in  "  The 
Disenta,nglers  "  has  given  us  a,  pleasant  and  amusing  volume  of 
stories  within  a  framework  of  the  quaintest  chara.cter.  Some 
of  the  stories  have  a.  thrill  in  them,  too,  as  well  as  being 
amusing,  while,  to  the  reader  who  is  well  versed  in  the  current 
literature  and  "  movements,"  it  will  be  found  to  contain  many 
sly  hits  at  the  literary  and  social  foibles  of  the  hour. 


TO  THE  BOYS  AND  GIRLS. 


I  think  no  one  will  venture  to  deny  that  in  these  days 
boys  and  girls  have'  ai  "  goodly  heritage."  So  many  writers  of 
ability  are  constantly  engaged  in  providing  wholesome, 
amusing  and  instructive  literature  for  them ;  and  as  one  passes 
away  others  take  his  place  and  arei  prepared  to  give  of  their 
best  for  our  young  people.  We  have  lost  a  good  friend  and  a 
pleasant  writer  in  the  late  Mr.  G.  A.  Henty,  but  in  the  lists  of 
additions  to  the  Juvenile  section  during  the  past  winter  you 
will  find  several  new  names,  and  when  you  sample  their  books 
you  will  find  them  entirely  to  your  liking,  of  that  I  a.m  certain. 
But  we  shall  miss  the  annual  three  volumes  from  the  pen  of 
Mr.  Henty.  No'  one,  I  think,  can  quite  take  his  place.  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  a  long  chat  with  the  fine  old  man  a.  few  years 
ago,  and  I  was  impressed  b^^  the  heartiness  with  which  he 
entered  into  the  subject  of  his  writings.  It  was  evident  his 
work  was  no  mere  business  of  £  s.  d.  with  him.  He  rejoiced  in 
his  large  constituency  of  young  readers,  and  told  me  with 
pardonable  pride  of  the  many  letters  he  had  received  from  boys 
and  their  parents,  thanking  him  for  the  help  he  had  afforded 
them  in  their  historical  studies,  many  having,  by  his  aid,  passed 
important  examinations,  gained  scholarships  and  appoint- 
ments. His  latest  output  comprises  three  stories  fully  equal 
to  any  of  his  earlier  work;  these  are:  ''With  the  British 
Legion,"  "  With  Kitchener  in  the  Soudan,"  and  "  The 
Treasure  of  the  Incas." 
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It  is  a  matter  for  thankfulness  that  we  still  ha.ve  with  us 
the  man  who  has  for  so  many  years  divided  the  honours  with 
Mr.  Henty  as  a.  writer  for  young  folk.  Need  I  say  I  refer  to  Mr. 
George  Manville  Fenn  ?  What  a  long  list  of  capital  stories  his 
is,  and  every  onei  of  them  will  bear  a.  second  reading,  as  I  my- 
self can  testify.  Have  you  forgotten  that  wonderful  picture  of 
life  in  the  Lincolnshire  fens  a,  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago, 
"Dick  of  the  Fens,"  or  thati  delightful  story  of  life  in  the 
smuggling  days  on  the  southern  coasts  "  Devon  Boys  "  ?  How 
full  of  charm  these  books  are,  and  what  ai  fund  of  delightful 
and  instructive'  reading  is  tO'  be  found  in  such  books  as  "  Steve 
Young "  (the  story  of  an  Arctic  winter),  "  Real  Gold " 
(adventures  in  South  America),  "  The  Silver  Salvors," — a  story 
of  divers  and  their  work,  about  which  Mr.  Fenn  seems  to  have  > 
such  a  fund  of  information  at  his  command.  His  stories  of 
home  and  school  life,  such  as  "Burr,  Junior,"  "Quicksilver," 
a,nd  "  The  Weathercock,"  are  among  the  best  of  their  kind,  and 
the  same  may  be  said  of  his  historical  tales,  such  as  "  Vince 
the  Rebel  "  (the  Monmouth  rebellion),  "  The  Bla.ck  Tor,"  "  Roy 
Roylajid,"  and  "Crown  and  Sceptre"  (stories  of  the  Civil 
War),  and  thati  remarkable  story  of  "  war  in  the  works  "  in 
Sheffield  in  recent  times,  "  Patience  Wins."  This  last  is  full 
of  helpful  counsel  and  exa,mple  to  boys  on  the  threshold  of  life, 
yet  it  is  none  the  less  a  stirring  and  adventurous  story.  But 
it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  enumerate  half  of  the  long  list 
of  admirable  books  by  this  writer.  Truly,  if  we  had  only 
Fenn  and  Henty,  boys  would  have  a  goodly  heritage  !  Fenn's 
latest,  books,  added  during  the  last  three  months,  are  :  "  Stan 
Lynn,"  a.  tale  of  adventures  in  China  during  the  recent 
troubles;  and  "  The  Peril  Finders,"  a,  story  which  tells  how  a 
family,  with  a  cute  Yankee  as  companion  and  guide,  went 
forth  intoi  the  wilderness  of  North  America,  known  as  "  the 
bad  lands,"  in  search  of  a.  mythical  golden  city,  and  the  perils 
and  adventures  they  encountered. 

Mr.  Robert  Leighton  has  given  us  two  capital  books  for 
the  young  this  season,  "  The  Boys  of  Waveney,"  a.  school  story, 
full  of  adventure,  a.nd  "  Cap'n  Nat's  Treasure,"  ai  tale  of  old 
Liverpool.  Andrew  Heme's  school  story  for  this  season  is 
"  Jack  and  Black,"  a,  tale  which  will  be  relished  by  boys  and 
girls  alike ;  H.  C.  Avery  tells  ai  very  funny  story,  in  the  person 
of  one  of  the  characters,  called  "  Sale's  Sharpshooters,"  how 
some  boys  and  girls  ( !)  joined  themselves  into'  a  volunteer 
brigade  of  sharpshooters,  in  the  excitement  of  the  late  war,  and 
of  the  quaint  adventures  they  had.  A  new  writer  of  school 
stories  has  also  arisen,  Mr.  A.  T.  Story,  who  in  "  The  Boys  of 
St.  Elmo's  "  tells  the  story  of  a  holiday  spent  on  an  island  off 
the  coast  of  North  Wales.     Mr.  J.  Finnemores  "  Story  of  a 
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Scout,"  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  new  books  of 
adventure,  and  you  will  also  enjoy  "  Hemmed  in  :  a  tale  of  the 
Soudan,"  by  A.  F.  Mocker-Ferryman,  "The  Diamond  Seekers," 
by  E.  Glauville,  "  My  Dogs  in  the  Northland,"  by  Egerton 
Young,  and  "  The  Tramp-Ship's  Fate,"  by  F.  M.  Holmes. 
"  Some  Boys'  Doings,"  by  John  Habberton,  author  of  ''  Helen's 
Babies,"  will  also  be  enjoyed,  as  a  picture  of  boy-life  in  the 
country,  in  the  United  States.  Among  recent  books  for  girls 
are  :  "  The  New  Pupil,"  by  R.  Jacberns,  ''  Sir  Joscelyn's 
Hostage,"  by  M.  S.  Comrie,  "  Sir  Evelyn's  Charge,"  a^  pretty 
story  by  a  new  writer,  which  has  already  got  into^  the  32nd 
edition,  "  Odds  Made  Even,"  and  "  A  Daughter  of  the  Sea," 
two  pleasant  stories  by  Amy  Le  Feuvre,  and  ''  Gold  or  Dross,' 
by  J.  AV.  Kneeshaw.  Andrew  Lang  gives  us  this  season  a 
delightful  volume  of  romantic  stories  instead  of  the  usual  book 
of  Fairy  Tales;  this  contains  among  others  the  story  of  King 
Arthur  and  his  knights  of  the  round  table. 

There  are  several  new  books  of  stories  for  the  very  little 
people,  but  none  of  these  will  be  enjoyed  by  them  so  highly  as 
the  very  clever  book  by  ai  fa,mous  writer  who  for  once  has  left 
the  grown-up  folks  to^  find  their  new  stories  elsewhere  while  he 
has  given  of  his  best  to  the  little  folk.  This  is  called  by  the 
very  queer  naime  of  "  JustrSo'  Stories," — I  don't  pretend  to 
know  what  Mr.  Rudyard  Kipling  (the  author)  means  by  this 
title,  but  I  have  no  doubt  the  little^  readers  will  know — I  only 
know  that -it  is  soi  funny  that  a;  good  many  grown-up  people 
will  want  to  share  this  treasure  with  the  boys  and  girls.  One 
of  the  funniest  tales  in  the  book  is  abo'ut  an  Elephant's  Child, 
and  how  he  got  his  trunk.  He  was  the:  very  first  elephant  who 
had  ai  trunk  (so  Mr.  Kipling  says),  as  up  to  that  time  all  the 
elephants  had  only  ai  "  mere  smear  nose  about  as  big  as  ai  boot." 
I  am  sure  you  will  all  want  tO'  read  this,  and  the  other  highly 
diverting  stories  in  this  volume.  Among  fairy  tales  you  will 
find  twoi  nice  books  by  new  writers,  "  To  Tell  the  King  the  Sky 
is  Falling,"  by  S.  Braine,  and  "  Just  Forty  Winks,"  by  H. 
Hendry ;  alsci  a  new  bock  by  an  old  favourite,  Mrs.  Moles- 
worth,  entitled  ''  Peterkin." 


All  the  back  numbers  of  Our  Library  are  still  in  print, 
and  may  be  had  at  the  Lending  Library  counter,  or  loill  be 
sent  post  free   for  l^d.   each. 
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